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Foreword 

For as long as I can remember, I have been fascinated by the Second World War.  When I was 
old enough to realize that he had been a participant, I began to beg my grandfather to tell me 
stories about the war, often to the dismay of the rest of the family, who’d grown tired of 
hearing them.  I was mesmerized by his descriptions of Russia and awestruck when he showed 
me his surviving pieces of equipment.  Never before had history felt so real, so touchable.  I 
remember playing with his bayonet and searching every drawer in his house, hoping to find 
another hidden treasure. 

As I got older, I began to look at history from a larger perspective, learning about the cause of 
war, the strategy and the equipment.  I built a small library of books and devoured them at 
every opportunity.  I visited every military museum I could find and often dragged many an 
unwilling participant along with me.  Although my fascination with the technology and tactics of 
war never faded, an additional question began to form in my head – how did the experience of 
war affect a human being?  What did the veterans experience on a personal level and how did it 
influence my grandfather? 

When I left Germany in 1992 to move to the United States, I lost the ability to visit Opa and 
Oma as often as I’d been used to and our conversations and meetings became more infrequent 
and precious.  The more time passed, the more I realized that we were losing members of the 
World War II generation daily and with them the personal connection to their past.  I took every 
opportunity I could to preserve Opa’s history, taping conversations and taking notes.  During a 
trip to Germany in the fall of 2008, sitting at his kitchen table, listening to his stories, I realized 
that the end of Opa’s military experience occurred during the Battle of the Bulge in 
Luxembourg, no more that 2 hours’ drive away from his home – but that he’d never been back 
after the war.  The following day, my wife and I drove to Luxembourg to explore some of the 
sites Opa had mentioned and to take some pictures for him.  We found villages like Bastendorf 
and Diekirch, where my wife convinced me to stop at the military museum.  At first I didn’t 
want to make her spend a day of our honeymoon looking at tanks, but she was insistent.  The 
museum was amazing and brought back that feeling I had as a kid, when history was real and 
touchable.  I wondered if any of the thousands of artifacts belonged to Opa and was almost 
expecting to see his picture hanging on the wall at every turn.  It was at the museum where we 
met Roland Gaul and the idea for this project began to take shape in my head.  Roland Gaul 
then gave us directions to Mertzig and asked to stay in touch.  We returned home at the end of 
the day, exhausted – but with a memory card full of images.  Almost immediately, Opa started 
recognizing places and memories returned to him.  “I remember it as if it were yesterday,” he’d 
say, almost incredulous.    I could almost sense a curiosity in him, a desire to reconnect – but 
accompanied by fear. 



After returning home to Chicago, I continued to research Opa’s story, resulting in the following 
document.  Although initially just a hobby research project, it grew into something larger than I 
could have ever imagined or intended, involving many kind people and culminating with Opa’s 
visit to Mertzig on December 22nd of 2008 ‐ the first time he’d faced his war in over 64 years.  
He was reluctant to go, seemingly plagued by demons from the past.  He returned, hours later, 
much more at peace than I’d ever seen.  This is his story. 

 

Thorsten Herbes, January 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ardennes Offensive, December 1944, 352nd Volksgrenadier Division 

Situation, Western Front, December 1944: 

By December of 1944, after five long years of war, the Allied Forces had landed in Normandy, 
successfully broken out, advanced across France and approached the Western borders of Germany. 

1 

Hitler’s Reich was being squeezed on two fronts and the Allies were preparing for their final assault into 

Germany.  In a desperate attempt to drive the Allies back, Hitler devised a last‐ditch effort to drive back 
the Allies, code‐named Operation Herbstnebel (Autumn Mist).   Under strict secrecy and radio silence, 

                                                             
1 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/maps/wwii/essay1a.html 



the Germans assembled two Panzer and two Infantry Armies as part of Army Group B in order to drive a 
wedge between the British‐Canadian forces in the North and US forces in the South while capturing the 

important supply port of Antwerp, Belgium, after crossing the Meuse River. 2  Recapturing the port 
(which had only been opened by the Allies on 28 November) would deal a decisive blow to the Allied 
supply lines and ability to wage offensive operations against Germany. 

3 

                                                             
2 Collins, Atlas of the Second World War, Page 160 
3 Arnold, p 27 



Much of the history of what was to become “The Battle of the Bulge” concerns itself with the Northern 
flank of the German attack and Joachim Peiper’s attack on Bastogne, courageously defended by the 

101st Airborne.  The aim of this document is to explore the Southern flank of the German attack in the 
context of the personal experiences of Erich Michely, a member of the 8th Company, 2nd Battalion, 915th 
Regiment, 352nd Volksgrenadier Division – grandfather of the author. 

The Southern Flank 

Nestled between Belgium to the North and West, France to the South and Germany to the East, lays the 

Grand Duchy of Luxembourg.  Founded in 963, it occupies an area slightly smaller than Rhode Island4 
and had a population of approximately 293,000 in 1945.5  Luxembourg’s terrain consists of heavily 
wooded rolling hills with farm land and villages.  By December 1944, Luxembourg had been liberated by 

the Allies after suffering from German occupation since 1940.  Although the war continued to the east, 
life in the country was slowly returning to normal.  No one suspected that the Wehrmacht would last 
much longer and the end of the war seemed imminent.   By winter of 1944, Luxembourg had become a 

rest area for weary frontline GI’s as well as a quiet area in which to acclimate newly arrived 
replacements to the front.  The war had become mostly static, with the Siegfried Line on Germany’s 
western border as the front.  To the north, Field Marshal Montgomery’s troops were preparing for their 

eventual drive into Germany’s industrial heartland while, to the south, General Patton’s Third Army was 
also attempting to cross the Rhine into Germany. 

 

                                                             
4 CIA Fact Book 
5 www.luxembourg.co/uk 



The Americans 

Headquartered in Bastogne, the US VIII Corps was responsible for the section of the line extending from 
southern Belgium to the southern end of Luxembourg.    This sector was generally seen as a quiet front, 

used to recuperate units exhausted from the Huertgen Forest campaign earlier6.  When Wehrmacht 
troops crossed the Our on 16 December, VIII Corps consisted of the 9th Armored Division, 11th Armored 
Division, 17th Airborne Division, 28th Infantry Division and the 87th Infantry Division, along with several 

AAA and Engineer units.  Opposing the German’s 352nd VGD was the 28th Infantry Division, stretched 
along a 27 mile line from St. Vith in the north to Vianden in the south, with the 112th Regiment on the 
left (northern) flank, the 110th in the center and the 109th Regiment on the southern flank. 

7 

 

 

                                                             
6 Fossum, page 5 
7 Quarrie, Volume 13, Page 11 



 

 

The Germans 

Under the command of Field Marshall Model, German Army Group B was comprised of the 15th Army, 
5th and 6th Panzer Armies as well as the 7th Army.  Tasked with conducting the attack, Army Group B 

covered a front from northern Belgium to southern Luxembourg, with 7th Army, under the command of 
General Erich Brandenberger responsible for the southern thrust into Luxembourg and toward the river 
Meuse.8  Its main objective was not only to reach the Meuse but also protect the operation’s southern 

flank while tying up Allied reserve forces in Luxembourg.  Although 7th Army contained several units (4 
total divisions – 3 Volksgrenadier and 1 Fallschirmjäger), the focus of this document will remain with the 
352nd VGD, of which Michely’s 915th Regiment was a part. 

9 

                                                             
8 Collins, page 161 
9 Quarrie, Volume 12, Page 9 



History of the 352nd Volksgrenadier Division 

  The 352nd Volksgrenadier Division was formed on 21 September 1944 in Flensburg, Germany out of 
remnants of the 352nd Infantry Division, which was almost completely annihilated in July of 1944 during 

defensive operations in Normandy, France.  Units of the 352nd Infantry Division were augmented by the 
581st Volksgrenadier Division, which was being formed as part of the 32nd wave.10  The division consisted 
of navy and air force troops, veterans of the 352nd as well as veteran NCO’s from the Eastern front (such 

as Michely).  Most of the NCO cadre was made up from remnants of the 389th Division, which was 
destroyed on the Eastern Front at Cherkassy (where Michely was wounded).  The 389th also participated 
in the battle for Stalingrad during the winter of 1942 ‐1943 (of which Michely was also a part).  By the 

time it was declared fit for combat,  the352nd Volksgrenadier Division consisted of approximately 
13,000 men, reflecting 98% of specified strength.11   

According to Generalmajor Erich Otto Schmidt, Commander of the 352nd VGD: “I took over the division 
in October 1944.  We continued to train until 15 November when we were moved to Bitburg, in the Eifel 

region, where we continued to train and supplement our equipment.  Near the end of November, the 
division took over a section of the Westwall between Vianden and Echternach.  48 hours prior to the 
attack on 16 December, the division was led to its jumping off points between Roth and Wallendorf.”12  

Generalmajor Schmidt continues: “The division was formed and equipped according to standard 
specifications for Volksgrenadier divisions, with Ersatz troops drawn from navy and air force ranks.”13  
Prior to the attack, Schmidt rated his troops:14 

Enlisted Personnel:  Age 23 ‐30, not enough training, no land or combat experience, not seen action.  
Full strength. 

Non‐commissioned Officers:  Mostly navy troops, most lack front experience.  75% strength. 

Officers: Varied front experience.  Full strength. 

Infantry:  Good fighting spirit in Regiments 914 and 915.  Lacks training and front experience. 

Equipment: Mostly complete. Missing 35% of radios for fire direction, 30% of assault guns, 25% assault 
rifles. 

In general terms, the 352nd VGD was well equipped for 1944 but lacked in experience.  The 352nd was 

made up of three infantry regiments (914th, 915th and 916th), an artillery regiment, one cavalry battalion, 
one anti‐tank battalion as well as anti‐aircraft, engineer and signal battalions.  At full strength, the 
division made up about 13,000 troops.15  Unteroffizier Erich Michely, veteran of two tours of duty on the 

                                                             
10 http://spearhead1944.com/gerpg/ger352.htm 
11 Gaul, Volume I, Page 22 
12 Schmidt, page 2 
13 Infantry Regiments 914 and 915 were formed from navy troops, while 916 was drawn from air force personnel.  
See Appendix for detailed listing. 
14 Schmidt, page 4 
15 See Appendix II for detail 



Eastern Front, was assigned to 8th (Heavy) Company, 2nd Battalion, 915th Volksgrenadier Regiment, as a 
light infantry gun crew leader. 

 

The 915th Regimental History up to 16 December 1944 

After being wounded near Cherkassy, Russia, in March of 1944, Michely was transferred to a hospital in 

Lebach, Germany, near his home.  After months of recovery and a brief period of leave, Michely 
received orders to report to the 915th Volksgrenadier Regiment near the town of Flensburg in northern 
Germany.  It was during exercises in Flensburg that Michely was trained on using the 75mm infantry gun 

he would later lead during the Ardennes Offensive.  The 75 mm guns were of a brand new variety, likely 
the 7.5 cm leichtes Infanterie Geschütz 42.  These guns were not mechanized, but drawn by horses and 
were meant to be used as both light artillery as well as anti‐tank weapons.   

16 

Each gun had a team of 4 horses and a crew of 7.  “The names of the men on my crew were Otto, 
Kirnbauer, Abendrot and Kraft.  I don’t recall the rest of them.”  As a gun crew leader, Unteroffizier 

Michely was responsible for directing the gun’s fire and the welfare of his men and horses.  “After 
recovering from the gut shot wound at Cherkassy, I was able to convince the doctors that I was no 
longer suited for service as an infantry soldier, as I had been in Russia.  Personally, I simply didn’t think 

I’d survive another turn as an infantry man.”  He was given special training and binoculars to locate 
targets and estimate range.  Leading an artillery gun was an entirely new trade for Michely, who had 
been a machine gunner in an infantry unit during his time in Russia.  For the first time he was also issued 

with the Wehrmacht’s new assault rifle, the MP44.   

17 
                                                             
16 Lexikon Der Wehrmacht 



 “Our regiment was spread out over several villages near Flensburg and we had little interaction with the 
other companies.  I only knew the men in my crew as well as the other gun crew leaders, with whom I 

shared briefings.18  When we finished training in November, we assembled on some sort of parade 
ground and were loaded on trains and began to head east.  I wasn’t excited about the prospect of 
heading back to Russia and didn’t think I would make it home alive from a third tour”, recalled Michely.  

“We had made it to Poland but, sometime during the night, we must have changed direction.  I was 
sleeping and didn’t notice the change until one of the men screamed ‘Mannheim, we’re in Mannheim!’  
I asked him if he’d lost his marbles before we’d even reached the front, but he insisted that we were 

indeed in western Germany since he was from the area.  Much to my surprise, he turned out to be 
correct.”  The train continued to the southwest, at one point even coming close to Michely’s home 
town.  “I asked the chief if I could go and visit my family for a few hours.  He laughed and said ‘Michel19, 

if I let you go, you’ll never come back.’” 20  The train continued its journey to the West, along a route 
taking the men through the ancient city of Trier to Bitburg until finally disembarking at Densborn, a 
mere 35 kilometers from the Our river. 

By 26 November, the 352nd VGD had arrived in its assigned sector and began to occupy a portion of the 

Westwall near the Bauler – Echternach security zone, with division headquarters in Bettingen.21  
Michely’s company, after de‐training at Densborn, continued on foot toward its assigned sector, near 
the town of Seimerich, resting in the small village of Feilsdorf for several days.  The time in the ready 

area was spent with continued training as well as preparing positions for what appeared to be a 
defensive winter position along the Our.  Michely’s men were unaware of any looming offensive.  “We 
began working on a fortified position for ourselves along with the help of some Russian prisoners of war, 

who were marched in to assist us daily.  Special care was taken to ‘winter‐proof’ our dugout as much as 
possible, since we figured we’d be spending our time here defending the Our over the next few 

months.”  Michely also recalls assisting a local farmer with his late‐fall apple harvest.  “We used our 
wagons to help him load and move the apples, most of which were on the ground by now.  In return for 
our assistance, we worked out a deal with the farmer where he was going to give us a share of the apple 

Schnapps he was going to distill, so we could fortify ourselves for the winter too.”22 

Although the average soldier in Michely’s unit appeared to have little clue as to their mission, signs were 
beginning to point to something big.  “There were several occurrences, prior to the Division being 
informed of the planned offensive, which pointed to an impending large‐scale combat action – but it 

was unclear who would be conducting the attack”, recalls Schmidt.  “It was seemingly a miracle to all 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
17 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sturmgewehr_44.jpg 
18 Author’s note: There were 4 le. I.G. 42 75 mm infantry guns in the company.  Each gun was led by a non‐
commissioned officer (Unteroffiziere Grau, Lemke, Mizera and Michely).   
19 Erich Michely’s nickname 
20 Although Michely had thought about deserting, he knew that his family would be punished for his actions – a 
common practice near war’s end.  He did, however, promise his father to attempt to go into captivity as soon as it 
was safely possible. 
21 Gaul, Volume I, page 52 
22 Michely’s fondness for apples and Schnapps continues to this day 



those involved that the Americans did not discover the offensive.23”  Schmidt himself was informed of 
the attack in early December.  The division was now tasked with several preparatory actions for the 

offensive, including the transport and delivery of all ammunition and bridge building materials inside the 
5 kilometer restricted area within its assigned sector.  This task was to be conducted at night and by 
means of horses.24  Additionally, pathways were marked for troop movements, artillery positions 

prepared and supplies were deposited and camouflaged, intended for the first wave of attack.  The 
troops themselves weren’t told of their mission until 6 hours before the attack was to begin.25  The 915th 
regiment was to cross the river Our near Gentingen, the 916th near Ammeldingen and the 914th was to 

be in reserve. 

   

26 

                                                             
23 Schmidt, Project 22, page 6 
24 Schmidt, Project 22, page 7 
25 Schmidt, Project 22, page 7 
26 Gaul, Volume I, page 53 



The Battle Begins 

16 December, 1944 

27 

At 0530 HRS, German artillery opened up along the entire 352nd sector, catching the Americans by 
complete surprise.  Roland Gaul describes the initial barrage in his book: “The actual ‘firestorm’ was to 

begin at 5:30 AM from all weapons on the whole attack front (Monschau to Echternach) and consist of 
three waves of 10 minutes each; only after that should the specific firing missions be carried out.”28  

Generalmajor Schmidt reports: “352nd VGD was ordered to cross the river Our on 16 December at 0530 
HRS between Roth and Wallendorf and move to take the (river Sauer, author) crossings at Ettelbruck 
and Diekirch as quickly as possible…The attacking troops were instructed to bypass enemy strong points 

and advance to the Sauer quickly.”29 

On the opposite bank of the Our, American GI’s were dazed by the opening barrage but quickly began to 
organize a defense.  Captain Embert Fossum, in charge of L Company, 109th Infantry Regiment, 28th US 
Division, was positioned directly across the river from the 916th VGR.  Years later, Fossum recalled: 
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“Company L, 109th Infantry, was the southernmost unit of the 28th Division when the German attack hit.  
Although the front was too wide to be adequately defended – approximately two miles – the ground it 

occupied was admirably adaptable for a defensive situation…During the [German’s] initial artillery 
preparation, which aroused the company at 0600 HRS on the 16th, the house where L company’s 
command post was located received a direct hit from both conventional artillery and Nebelwerfer 

rockets, which set it afire.” 30  At dawn, the first waves of German infantry began assaulting L Company’s 
foxholes on the western shore of the river, but were unsuccessful in dislodging the Americans. 

Following its orders to bypass enemy strong points, advance units of the 915th crossed the Our by means 
of rafts, rubber boats, floats and footbridges.31  The troops moved quickly and by nightfall had reached a 

wooded area near Bastendorf.  Historian Bruce Quarrie describes the 915th’s move: “Screened by the 
mist which aided all of Seventh Armee’s assault companies, the leading two battalions fortuitously 
struck at the junction between the US 109th Regiment’s 2nd Battalion, whose Company E was in Fuhren, 

and the 3rd Battalion’s Company I deployed in front of Bettendorf.  There was a 2,000‐yard gap in 
between the American positions which the Volksgrenadiers exploited, advancing unopposed through 
Longsdorf and Tandel.”32   The town of Bastendorf, as well as Longsdorf and Tandel remained in enemy 

hands.33  When asked about his role during the first few hours of the offensive, Michely struggles to 
remember specifics, but it is unlikely that his company was part of the first wave across the Our.  At 
Gentingen, the 352nd Engineer Battalion was working feverishly on completing a makeshift bridge across 

the river, capable of transporting the division’s heavy weapons, artillery and supplies. 

17 December 

By the next morning, the 915th still remained strung out, with its advance elements near Bastendorf and 
its heavy weapons, including Michely’s company, still awaiting the completion of the makeshift bridge 

across the Our.  The regiment also suffered its first setback, losing its regimental commander, 
Oberstleutnant Johannes Drawe to a wound near Tandel.  According to his personal diary, Drawe recalls: 
”Sunday, 12/16/1944: 0430 HRS: went on duty.  0530: Began to fire.  0900; Personally crossed over and 

went on to Longsdorf.  In Longsdorf 1300, command post set up.  During the day directed following 
units; artillery commander and VB had no radio contact with firing batteries until 1800…Sunday, 
12/17/1944:  No supplies, no reports; 916 also in town.  Constant medium‐caliber harassing fire.  

Reconnaissance fails.  0730 commenced to move command post to Tandel.  0830: fighting in Tandel.  
Around 0900 wounded.”34  The regiment now also faced stiffening resistance and was unable to clear 
Bastendorf, portions of Tandel and Longsdorf until later in the day, when it was taken by the division’s 

reserve regiment, the 914th.35  By evening, engineers finally completed the bridge at Gentingen and 
heavy weapons and vehicles were allowed to cross.  Although he does not recall, it is likely that 
Michely’s unit was among those to use the bridge at this time. 
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Meanwhile, units of the 109th Infantry continued to resist the attack, but were beginning to feel the 
effect of their losses.  “…with an abundance of artillery support, L Company managed to beat back every 

attack [but] all of this was not done without considerable loss, both killed and wounded.  And on the 
17th all available manpower, including the company’s kitchen personnel, was brought up and put in the 
line.”36  Reinforced in this manner, Company L continued to hold its position along the heights 

overlooking the Our, determined to slow the progress of the 916th and direct artillery fire on the river 
crossings. 

Elsewhere, the remainder of the 109th Regiment was engaged in firefights all along its sector, stalling the 
attack but sustaining heavy losses. 

18 December 

As the advance troops of the 915th continued to wait near Bastendorf, Michely and his men made steady 

progress toward them.  “We often moved cross‐country, following the infantry and providing fire 
support where needed.  I think we were also afraid to stay on the roads for too long, for fear of 
American [P‐38] Lightnings.”  Hindered by the rough terrain, the men were often forced to assist the 

horses in moving the guns.  Many of the details of 8/915 route and events along the way have long left 
Michely’s memory, but several anecdotal stories remain.  “The infantry at the front of the column 
needed artillery support and we had to get our guns up the hill to help them.  The hill was so steep that 

we had to turn the guns around, with their barrels facing forward, hook all the horses to one gun at a 
time and push it up the slope ourselves.  Eventually, we managed to get all four of them up the hill.”  
Michely continues:  “I believe it was near Tandel where we came across two US tanks, unaware of our 

presence.  We were looking down at them from an elevated position and our guns knocked both of 
them out.  I don’t recall if any of the crew managed to get out.”37  Given the horse‐drawn means of 

transportation, Michely’s company always seemed to lag behind the advance infantry troops and thus 
avoided much of the combat they faced.  “We maybe fired a dozen rounds or so throughout the entire 
Ardennes campaign.” 

Entering the third day, the German attack was beginning to gain ground and force the American 109th to 

fall back.  1st and 3rd Battalion (Companies A and K) linked up and organized along the high ground south 
of Longsdorf, where K Company continued to face heavy attacks, resulting in the loss of an entire 
platoon to captivity.  Company A, supported by one platoon of armor, attempted to fight its way into 

Fuhren to relieve Company E, 2nd Battalion, only to find the town empty and void of friendly troops and 
the command post burned to the ground.38  

Company L was facing similar setbacks.  “Shortly after noon on the third day, 18 December, the 
company was ordered, via [radio] to fall back to Bettendorf, the location of 3rd Battalion headquarters.  

This was accomplished with considerable difficulty and some casualties, as a limited penetration in I 
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Company’s sector to the north enabled the enemy to cover the road back with automatic weapons 
fire.”39  The company now took up defensive positions around Bettendorf, allowing the rest of the 

battalion to slip to the rear under cover of darkness to join the rest of the regiment in a newly selected 
defensive position on the high ground north and east of Diekirch.40 

41 

19 December 

Throughout the night, L Company fell back to Diekirch as well, following the remainder of the battalion 
along the same route, one platoon at a time.  The last group to leave Bettendorf assisted members of 
Company A, 103rd Engineer Combat Battalion to blow both bridges over the Sauer after crossing.42 

Meanwhile, after three days of continued movement, German units finally managed to link up with the 

915th near Bastendorf.  “The division regained the ability to operate as a whole after linking with the 
915th Regiment,” according to Generalmajor Schmidt.43  It is likely that Michely’s unit had now joined the 

rest of his battalion in Bastendorf., where he had his first close call of the offensive.  “I remember being 
in front of the church in Bastendorf.  The church had a large wooden entrance door, flanked by two 
walls on either side.  As a front‐soldier, one develops a certain sense, perhaps instinct, and often acts 

without thinking.  By this time, I was able to tell if incoming artillery fire was going to be close or land at 
a safe distance.  I heard the round come in and instinctively jumped into the entrance of the church, 
even though the protection of the flanking walls was closer.  The round detonated behind the wall, 
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where it would have surely killed me, had I been there.  To this day, I don’t know why I chose the door 
for cover instead.”44 

Having finally regained its combat‐effectiveness, the 915th quickly joined in the attack on the vital town 

of Diekirch, 2 miles south of Bastendorf.  Company L, 109th Infantry Regiment, along with 1st and 2nd 
Battalion, had by now formed a defensive perimeter around the town, determined to stop the German 
advance.  “The new position near Diekirch was held through the next day, 19 December, but was 

subjected to repeated attacks of both infantry and tanks.  In a limited counter attack, directed toward 
the German road block which had cut the main road back [from Bettendorf], L Company’s first platoon 
captured 81 prisoners.  In spite of these successes, by nightfall it was apparent that the regiment’s new 

mission of covering the flank of CCA, 9th Armored Division, could not be accomplished from this position, 
and another withdrawal to the south bank of the river [Sauer] at Ettelbruck was ordered.”  This 
movement began after dark at a cost of 30 casualties from German artillery fire.  When the company 

finally crossed the river, the bridge was blown and the night was spent digging in along the river bank 
through the town. 45 

When Michely’s company entered Diekirch, many of the men, poorly equipped for cold weather and 
hungry from lack of supplies, helped themselves to whatever they could find in the abandoned US 

positions.  “The Americans threw more food away than we were issued,” recalls Michely.  “We ate like 
kings from the rations we found in their supply depots and fighting positions.”  Michely always appeared 
to be on the lookout for food, something perhaps learned from the misery of the Russian front.  “I could 

smell freshly baked bread as we entered some of the houses and knew that it was unlikely that anyone 
would bake bread without also having some meat nearby.  Being a farm boy myself, I decided to take a 
look around, along with my buddy, Obergefreiter Abendrot.”  Contemporary Luxembourg homes often 

had a large chimney, which would form the centerpiece of the kitchen.  Not only was it used for cooking 
and heating, but also for storage and slow smoking of cured meats, such as ham and sausages.  “I 

decided to climb up into the chimney and found it to be ‘loaded’ with meat.  The younger, or ‘green’ 
meat would typically be lower while the finished product would be higher up.  As I climbed up higher, I 
must have knocked an entire green ham off its hook, because I heard a loud thump, followed by a 

scream.  When I looked down, I saw Abendrot holding his head, where the ham had obviously made its 
impact.  Nonetheless, despite the near loss of a comrade due to a falling piece meat, we managed to 
‘liberate’ an entire ham and some sausages, along with a crate of eggs.” 

While Michely’s abilities as a scrounger kept his men well fed, they also exposed the polar opposites of 

an old‐salt front soldier and a newly commissioned officer.  Leutnant Clement was assigned to Michely’s 
infantry gun platoon as a forward observer and was fresh out of officer’s school.  On several occasions, 
he and Michely had minor disagreements, typically resulting from Michely’s perceived lax sense of 

discipline.  Despite being an instinctively proficient combat soldier, Michely never excelled at barracks‐
style discipline.  After ‘liberating’ the ham and eggs, Michely’s gun and carriage looked more like a 
                                                             
44 It was this story which sparked the entire research project for the author.  After hearing it for the first time in 
September 2008, the author decided to drive to Bastendorf to take pictures of the church and find out if any shell 
damage remained.  As it turned out, a new church was built in 1948, replacing the old one. 
45 Fossum, page 13 



butcher shop than a combat weapon, with sausages hanging from the gun barrel.  “Clement noticed our 
assortment of meats and chewed us out, asking how we expected to fight a war in such conditions.  He 

ordered us to throw away the food and to make sure we were combat‐ready.”  Being the old‐salt, 
Michely instructed one of his men to trail behind as he and the rest of the soldiers unloaded their 
bounty into the ditch.  Thanks to his plan, the trailing soldier managed to gather much of the loot after 

the lieutenant had left.  “Later that night, we fried up some eggs and ham to eat.  The delicious smell 
must have attracted the lieutenant, because he came by and asked what we were doing – and then 
asked us if he could have some of our meal.” 

The quest for a full stomach continues throughout Michely’s anecdotes.  On another occasion, his men 

pulled into a small patch of woods to rest.  Hungry and tired, Abendrot immediately began to fry up 
some of his eggs, while Michely and the rest of the men dug foxholes for themselves, in case of enemy 
artillery fire.  “All of a sudden, incoming rounds started falling around us and I made a leap toward my 

foxhole – only to find it already occupied by Abendrot, who was also holding his pan of eggs.   I had no 
choice but to climb in on top of him!”  According to Michely, both men, and more importantly, their 
eggs, survived the barrage. 

Unbeknownst to the Germans, 19 December also marked the day on which the expected US 

counterattack began to take shape.  Commanded by General Patton, US Third Army, consisting of two 
Army Corps (III and XII) had managed to change its direction of movement from due east to due north 
and was beginning to reach its forward assembly areas near Luxembourg city, less than 20 miles away.  

The movement was the result of a meeting of General Eisenhower’s senior leadership in Verdun on the 
morning of the 18th.46  On a collision course with the 352nd VGD was the US 80th Division, commanded by 
General McBride.  At dawn on the 19th, the 80th Infantry Division had started for Luxembourg City.  

Company L, 319th Infantry Regiment mounted 2 ½ ton trucks near Hoelling, France at 1400 HRS and 
marched approximately three miles to a regimental convoy staging area, where serials are formed for 

the motor march to Luxembourg.  Departure for the “Grand Duchy” commences at 2000 HRS with the 
entire regiment moving out en masse.47  Similar movements are simultaneously occurring across the 
remainder of the division’s regiments.   T/5 John Balas, member of L Company’s HQ recalls the ride:  

“We were told that there was some kind of breakthrough up north, issued a blanket a piece and loaded 
on trucks.  This turned out to be “The Bulge’.  We started from a rainy somewhat autmn [sic] day to a 
blinding snowstorm at the end of the trip.  As we mounted up we were told not to get off the trucks, 

period; if we had to go to the bathroom, it was to be off the tailgate of the truck.  No stopping for 
anything.  That was the most miserable ride I ever had.”48 
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20 December 

Unaware of the American reinforcements, the mission of the 352nd VGD was now to take possession of 
the river crossings at Ettelbruck, having already captured Diekirch.  Upon taking possession of Diekirch, 

the left flank of the German attacking units discovered its bridge only to be damaged, not destroyed, 
allowing both infantry and heavy weapons to cross.  It was decided to take advantage of this situation 
and use the 916th to cross the river Sauer in an effort to attack the strongly defended town of Ettelbruck 

from behind.49 

By now, realizing the dangerous nature of its unprotected left flank, the 28th US Division commander 
ordered the 109th Regiment to roll back with the 9th Armored.  After pivoting to the south, the 109th had 
formed a line, generally facing north, at right angles to its original position, on the high ground south of 

Ettelbruck. 50  3rd Battalion’s task is to cover the left flank of this line and is broken into three units, 
which were to be positioned at major road junctions to the west of this line.  I Company is reinforced 
and moved to the village of Feulen.  K Company, also reinforced, moves to Mertzig.  Battalion 

headquarters is set up at Michelbuch.  L Company is reinforced51, renamed “Task Force L” and ordered 
to move 7 miles southwest and occupy the town of Grosbous.52 
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49 Schmidt, page 11 
50 Fossum, page 8 
51 See Appendix III 
52 Fossum, page 13 
53 Fossum 



Bypassing Ettelbruck, advance units of the 915th began probing attacks on I Company’s positions near 
Feulen almost immediately, while the remainder of the regiment, along with Michely’s unit surrounded 

the town of Ettelbruck.  Michely’s own position at this time is unclear but is likely on the high ground to 
the north of the town, as his platoon’s mission was to provide artillery support to the units attacking 
Ettelbruck. 

21 December 

Continuing its attacks on Ettelbruck, the 352nd VDG was finally able to capture the town, but found the 

bridge over the Sauer destroyed.  According to Generalmajor Schmidt, the bridge was quickly repaired 
and the division’s infantry regiments are brought across and order to move out to their next objectives 
the following morning.  The orders were as follows: 915th to move on Bettborn along the Feulen – 

Mertzig axis, 914th to move to Usseldingen along Michelbuch – Vichten axis and 916th to move due 
south. 54   

At around 1000 HRS, 1st Battalion, while fighting off several probing German attacks, managed to 
capture a German officer who carried an operational map outlining the mission of the 352nd and 

providing the Americans with valuable intelligence.55 

Meanwhile, I Company continued to defend Feulen but was forced to withdraw, opening the road to 
Mertzig.  The company retreated to the south‐west, occupying the wooded heights running parallel to 
the road, tying in with 1st Battalion on the right and 3rd Battalion’s K Company on the left.  Taking 

advantage of the open road, elements of the 915th, consisting of infantry and armor, pressed on against 
Mertzig and forced K Company to retreat to the south, astride the road to Michelbuch.56  At 2100 HRS, a 
scouting patrol from the 915th advanced as far as the outskirts of Grosbous, 2 miles west of Mertzig, 

where it was met by Task Force L and repulsed, resulting in 31 dead.57  By nightfall, the 915th was now 
firmly in control of Mertzig, but unable to take Grosbous.  Its heavy weapons and trains remained 

behind, ready to join them the following morning.58 

Continuing its move to the north, the US 80th Division now began to arrive in the area.  Lieutenant 
Colonel Elliot Heston, commanding officer of the 3rd Battalion, 319th Infantry reported:  “On the morning 
of the 21st, the battalion received orders to move to Brouch, about 16 kilometers northwest of the city 

of Luxembourg.  The high ground in the vicinity of Brouch and Buschdorf was occupied, with the 
battalion defending to the north.  During the night of the 21st orders were received to attack to the 
north at dawn the next morning until contact was made with the enemy, which was expected to be in 

the vicinity of Mertzig.”59  The 319th would pass through the lines of Colonel Rudder’s 109th Regiment 

                                                             
54 Schmidt, Project 22, page 11 
55 109th Infantry Regiment, AAR, page 7 
56 Fossum, page 26 
57 Fossum, page 26 
58 See Appendix IV 
59 319th AAR, pp. 1‐2 



and relieve the tired troops.  CT 319 moved by shuttle to its designated areas and cleared them at 1715 
HRS, after which they posted local security and made preparations for the advance.60 

61 

The pieces were now in place for the American counterattack on the exposed left flank of the 915th 
Volksgrenadier Regiment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
                                                             
60 Murrell, page 43 
61 Fossum 



Mertzig, 22 December 1944 
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The village of Mertzig stretches along its Rue Principale, in a slight south‐westerly direction 2 miles west 
of Niederfeulen and 1.5 miles east of Grosbous, 15 miles north of Luxembourg City.  The road runs along 

a valley, bordered by fields to the north and wooded hills and the River Wark to the south, set several 
hundred yards away.  Several buildings, located in the very center of Mertzig in 1944, intersected by 
roads leading to the north (Rue de Merscheid) and south (Rue de Michelbuch) remain there today, with 

little change63.  By the evening of 21 December 1944, 1st and 3rd battalion of 915 VGR had pushed 
through Feulen, taken Mertzig after a brief fight with K Company, 3/109 and established a HKL64, facing 
south and west.  Scouting elements advanced as far as Grosbous but came under fire from Task Force L 

around 2100 HRS.  Halting for the night, 915 VGR was now preparing to continue its offensive 
operations, with 1st and 3rd battalions moving toward Grosbous and 2nd battalion preparing to head 

                                                             
62 Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette.  Rue de Michelbuch runs along the bottom of the image, while Rue 
Principale stretches from bottom‐right to top‐left.  The first three building along the right side of Rue Prinicpale are 
Maison Weis, the machine house and the saw mill.  Hotel Schammel is on the left side of Rue Principale, first house 
on bottom‐right corner. 
63 See Appendix V for map 
64 Hauptkampflinie, Main Line of Resistance 



south, in the direction of Michelbuch.  8th Company, 2/915 was trailing behind, along with the 
regimental trains, in the general vicinity of Feulen. 

After only a few hours of sleep, the company was told to water and feed the horse and move out, 

heading west in the dark.  Moving quietly, soldiers walking and horses pulling the guns, the men 
advanced along the Feulen‐Mertzig road, unaware of the Americans, who were dug in along the tree 
line to the south.  By daybreak, and with Mertzig in sight, mortars and artillery began to fall, as I 

Company, 3/109 became aware of the Germans.  “We came under fire as we entered Mertzig, but 
managed to reach the village without any casualties”.65  Being an experienced front soldier, Michely 
knew that the threat of artillery would diminish as soon as his men would reach cover and were out of 

sight of the forward artillery observer who had spotted them. 

To the men, Mertzig looked as though it had been deserted in a hurry, both by the civilian population as 
well as the Americans.  Not having been resupplied in days and feeling relatively safe, the platoon left its 
guns and horses in the street (in front of Hotel Schammel) and began to explore the surrounding 

buildings.  Entering the hotel on the south side of the street, the men found the dining room empty but 
the beer taps full, and immediately began serving themselves.   It was now mid‐morning and snow 
started to fall.  Little did Michely know that 22 December 1944 was to be his last day in combat. 
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65 Michely 
66 Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette.  Image shows Hotel Schammel in 2008.  Point of view is looking east, 
along the main road.  Michely’s guns were parked facing the viewer, along the front of the building, just prior to 
the attack. 



Earlier that morning, advance liaison officers of the US 80th Division made contact with their 
counterparts from the 28th and immediately coordinated moving the 317th, 318th and 319th Infantry 

Regiments through the lines and attack to the north, along the Luxembourg – Ettelbruck highway axis.  
Supported by units from the 702nd Tank Battalion and the 610th Tank Destroyer battalion, 3rd Battalion 
of the 319th Infantry Regiment was given the order to move north from Vichten into the direction of 

Michelbuch and attack Mertzig from the south.  Moving cautiously, 3/319 had made steady progress 
and was now arriving at the heights, overlooking the village. 

While his men were celebrating in the hotel bar, Michely explored the remainder of the building, 
liberating copious amounts of beer and wine.  It is unclear why Michely did not take part in the feast but 

during many conversations with the author, he expressed having developed a sixth sense while on the 
Eastern Front67 – a sense which had saved his life on several occasions.  “On one end of the building was 
a bowling alley, with clear views to the south.  To my horror, I saw American troops descending from the 

ridgeline only a few hundred yards away.  Our guns were still harnessed to the horses and no defensive 
positions or security had been established.  The men were completely unaware until artillery began to 
fall into the street moments later.”  Michely had just seen the beginning of the attack by 3/319, with 

companies K and L abreast and M (Weapons) in reserve. 

“As we rushed into the street, we discovered that several of our horses had already been killed or 
wounded by artillery and others, cut loose and frightened, we running off into the direction of the 
attack, trailing behind them the wagons containing our ammunition supplies.  For a moment I thought 

about using my weapon to shoot the horses and keep them from ‘surrendering’, but I didn’t.”  The men 
now attempted to make the guns ready to fire, despite the completely exposed positions in the road.  “I 
was running from gun to gun when a tank appeared next to the dairy building, only a few hundred yards 

away.  Gefreiter Erich Otto’s  gun and crew were completely exposed in the intersection of Rue 
Principale and Rue de Merscheid but were determined to knock out the tank.”  The next events 

happened in a matter of seconds.  “I could see the turret of the tank turning into the direction of the 
exposed gun and screamed at Otto and his men to take cover as I dove into the front door of a house.  I 
don’t know if it was the tank or a direct hit by artillery68, but when I looked at the gun, I saw the flash of 

an explosion with pieces of the gun and its crew flying through the air.”  The gun and its crew, Gefreiter 
Otto and Obergefreiter Kirnbauer, were gone in an instant.  

                                                             
67 Author’s note: Michely was also quite displeased at having his meal ‘interrupted’ by the attack. 
68 Author’s note: Michely later recalled a second tank, moving west‐to‐east along Rue Principale.  It is plausible that 
Gefr.Otto’s gun and crew were killed by a round from this second tank. 
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The attack on Mertzig was conducted by the 3rd battalion of the US 319th Infantry Regiment and 

documented in its official regimental history. 

“The mission of CT 319 was to continue the attack to the north.  The 1st and 3rd battalions jumped off 
into the attack at 0600.  At 0735 leading elements of the 3rd battalion had reached their first objective 
meeting little resistance.  At 0800 the 1st battalion had also met no resistance.  At the same hour (0800) 

the 3rd battalion had placed elements in Vichten where the 109th Infantry of the US 28th Division was 
stationed.  At 0910 the 3rd battalion entered Michelbuch and gained contact with the enemy.  At 1000 
the 1st battalion reported no contact with the enemy.  The 3rd battalion cleared Michelbuch and 

prepared to move on Mertzig with companies L and K (on the right) abreast at 1010.  At 1040 one 
platoon of Company C, 702nd Tank Battalion entered Mertzig and at 1100 companies K and L reached the 
high ground in the vicinity meeting no resistance.  At 1145 1st battalion advanced and met small enemy 

patrols.  At 1205 the 3rd battalion was in Mertzig receiving considerable enemy small arms fire and light 
artillery.”70 

                                                             
69 Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette.  Image shows Rue Principale in 1944, looking east.  Maison Weis is on the 
left, the dairy building on the right.  Obergefreiter Otto and Gefreiter Kirnbauer died in the intersection 
immediately past the second building on the right. 
70 Murrell, page 45 



Sgt. Hanright, a platoon sergeant in K Company, 319th, recalls the attack on the village.  “We moved out 
from our positions overlooking the Mertzig from the south at around 1100 HRS.  Our company was on 

the right flank of the attack and quickly covered the open ground between the tree line and the houses 
on the edge of the main road.  We reached a house (which I later found out to be the mayor’s house) 
with a fenced‐in yard and three or four concrete steps leading up to the front door (Maison Rausch).  

Upon entering the house, we found a set of stairs to the basement and I was about to throw in a 
grenade when I heard a sound which made me stop.  I eventually took 22 or 23 German prisoners who 
had been hiding in the basement71.”  Upon clearing the house, Sgt. Hanright’s platoon turned east and 

continued clearing houses along Rue Principale, using a captured German officer to encourage more 
troops to surrender.   

Company L experienced similar events.  T/5 Balas recalls: “About 0300 (22 December, author) we were 
abruptly awakened by the Sarge and had a hot breakfast.  Then, we marched through the snow to the 

front lines.  This was roughly a 20 mile hike with full equipment…After hours of walking, we came to the 
last elements of the rear guard (109th Infantry Regiment, author) on a ridge dug in among some 
trees…Down below in the valley we could see a cluster of buildings with a road leading away…After a 

friendly barrage of mortars and artillery, we attacked, surprising the Krauts…”72 

Private Krehbiel, a newly arrived replacement from 2nd Platoon continues: “By early afternoon we 
arrived on some high ground overlooking a village in a valley, but as I remember, the slope into the town 
wasn’t really steep.  As we jumped off, I recall our platoon leader, Lieutenant Nauss, double timed us 

over some open ground to the right of the Company into the cover of some trees73.  However, the 
Krauts began firing on us and we sustained a casualty or two on the open ground before we managed to 
secure a foothold in the first buildings.”74   

As the Americans continued to attack, the situation in the street became increasingly dangerous and 
untenable for Unteroffizier Michely and his men.  Having lost their horses, at least one gun and most of 
their ammunition (except for the 4 or 5 ready‐rounds kept with each gun), the men decided what to do 

next.  “We abandoned all but one of the remaining guns and pushed it up a street to the right of a large 
farm house (the farmhouse was Maison Weis and the street was likely Rue de Merscheid, author).  By 
the time we reached the top of the hill, a few hundred yards to the north, we realized that the gun had a 

flat tire and its sighting mechanism had been damaged.”75  It is unclear whether the men managed to 
push the gun along the road or along a small path behind several farm houses directly to the east of the 
road.  Given the buildings’ location, both routes offered much needed cover from the enemy fire, which 

by now also included direct fire from heavy .50 caliber machine guns.  “We reached a small, free‐
standing house at the top of the hill (25 Rue de Merscheid76) and decided to return fire with our 

                                                             
71 Hanright 
72 Krehbiel, page 113 
73 Author’s note: Based on research, the open ground may have been the meadow immediately west and south of 
the dairy building, with trees running parallel to Rue de Michelbuch. 
74 Krehbiel, page 114 
75 Michely 
76 See Appendix 



remaining gun, as we now had a direct line of sight over the top of the houses along the main road and 
into the tree line from which the Americans were advancing.  Since the gun sight was destroyed, we 

bore‐sighted the gun and took aim at some of the truck‐mounted heavy machine guns.  In order to 
better direct our fire, I positioned myself under the barrel of the gun, lying prone and using my 
binoculars to spot the enemy.  Our first shot unleashed a hornet’s nest.  Never in my life had I 

experienced such intense machine gun fire, not even in Stalingrad!”  Michely continues: “Rounds were 
impacting all around me, but, luckily, they must have been poor shots, since most of them appeared to 
be aimed high.  Nonetheless, I was trapped under the gun, unable to move and marveling at the sheer 

amount of fire power and ammunition they must have had available to them – they had more 
ammunition per machine gun than we had for our entire regiment!”  Using his experience, Michely 
waited until the enemy machine gun crew had to change ammunition belts or barrels.  “As soon as there 

was a lull in the fire, we took the opportunity to fall back.  There was a door to the basement of the 
house, with two metal flaps parallel to the ground.  We opened the door and found ourselves in a small, 
perhaps 10’ by 10’ basement room with a vaulted ceiling.  There were 7 or 8 of us in the room.”77  The 

men in the basement were members of the platoon, but not of Michely’s gun crew.  “I can’t say for 
certain how long we were in the basement, but we could hear the machine gun rounds hitting the walls 
of the house.  We decided to make our way toward the center of the village.”   

Shortly after leaving the basement, the group encountered Leutnant Clement, the platoon’s VB or 

forward observer, along with his runner.  Clement was young and had only recently graduated from 
officer school.  “He was 19 or 20 years old and had little or no experience in combat, other than what he 
had learned in school.  After fighting in Russia, house‐to‐house combat was something I was quite 

familiar with.”78 Michely continues: “I realized the situation was hopeless and told Leutnant Clement 
that my war was over and that I intended to surrender to the Americans at the earliest and safest 

opportunity.  I suggested that he and the rest of the men should do the same.”  Leutnant Clement 
disagreed and ordered that the men attempt a breakout to the northeast in order to join the rest of the 
battalion.  Michely did not think that a breakout attempt was feasible.  “Where are we going to go?  

They’ll shoot us like rabbits!”  Upon hearing Michely’s refusal, Clement warned him that he would report 
him to the company commander and court‐martial him for desertion.79  “Before you can do that, you 
have to survive first,” countered Michely. “Against our advice, Leutnant Clement and his runner then 

decided to head out, attempting to cross the open meadow east of Rue de Merscheid.    After only about 
35 yards, I witnessed Clement get hit and tumble over, dead.  His runner was shot through the collar of 
his greatcoat while another bullet merely grazed him in the neck – but was otherwise unharmed.”80  

                                                             
77 On 22 December 2008, Michely returned to Mertzig and was able to locate the basement room which had once 
saved his life.  The ceiling had changed, but the metal flap doors covering the entrance were still there and he 
recognized it immediately. 
78 Michely 
79 Author’s note: An avid opponent to war then and now, Michely always maintained the righteousness of his 
decision to surrender and does not see his decision as desertion.  To him, the insanity of continuing an already lost 
war was not worth his own death.  The decision to surrender was made by each individual member of the platoon 
and of their own free will.   
80 Leutnant Clement is still officially listed as “missing”.  Michely also told the author about being upset that he had 
been forced to give Clement his “good” compass earlier, which was now also lost. 



Leutnant Clement’s death now made Unteroffizier Michely the highest‐ranking remaining soldier in the 
platoon. 

The decision was now made to move toward the Americans in an effort to surrender81.  Michely advised 

his troops not to shoot, under any circumstances.  Making their way down along Rue de Merscheid, the 
men found a gate in the wall separating them from the park‐like area behind Maison Weis and were 
soon within the cover of the row of buildings along the Rue Principale, in complete defilade from the fire 

coming from the tree line along the ridge across the Wark.  In 1944, the terrain was open, with several 
trees, small ponds and a small brook, the Turelbach.  Facing south, the men were behind three buildings, 
with the Maison Weis on the left, the saw mill on the right and the machine house in the center.  The 

machine house was adjacent to the brook and contained the components needed to drive the saw 
mill.82  The men entered the machine house and made their way into the basement.  “There were long 
concrete corridors and all kinds of machinery, which must have been connected to the saw mill”, 

Michely recalls.  “We could see logs outside, by looking through windows on the south side of the 
basement.  Crawling over the logs were ‘Amis’, advancing toward us.  I could clearly see their legs and 
short rifles (carbines, author).”   

83 

 

                                                             
81 Author’s note: There appeared to be a lull in the fighting, or at least the amount of incoming fire had decreased 
substantially. 
82 Author’s note: Neither the machine house nor the saw mill exist today.  The machine house was torn down in 
the 1970’s and in its place (and the former saw mill) is now the Centre Turelbach, a community center.  Maison 
Weis still remains and is Mertzig’s village hall today. 
83 Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette.  The house in the center is the machine house.  The background also 
clearly shows the high ground and tree line from which the 319th attacked. 



What happened next is unclear and has likely suffered in detail by the passage of 64 years.  During one 
conversation with the author, Michely recalls: “There were perhaps 8 or 1084 of us in the basement.  I 

knew the men were from my platoon, but none of them were part of my gun’s crew.  We could see the 
Americans advancing cautiously over the logs.  I don’t think they saw us yet.  I told them (my men, 
author) not to shoot under any circumstances.  Someone fired a shot at the Americans, dropping one GI.  

I couldn’t tell who had fired due to the dim light in the room and no one took responsibility for the shot 
during my ensuing tirade.”  The remaining Americans took cover and possibly returned fire.  Somehow, 
according to Michely, “we heard them call for a flame thrower and decided that we needed to surrender 

immediately.”85  Michely told the men that now was the time to surrender and that he wasn’t going to 
force anyone to hold out.  Each man was free to decide.  Two of the men climbed up the stairs with their 
hands in the air – only to be fired upon immediately.  Unharmed, the men jumped back into the 

basement and screamed “Michel, they don’t want to take us prisoner!”  Michely angrily screamed back 
at the men.  “What do you expect after the asshole shot at them?”  Michely now realized that the 
responsibility for the men was his, since he was the highest‐ranking soldier.  Frightened, he saw no other 

option but to lead the men up the stairs.  “We would have died in that basement for sure.  I took my 
MP43 and my binoculars and threw them over a wall behind which I heard the sounds of running 
water86.  I assumed it was the small stream we saw on our way and wanted to make sure that the 

Americans wouldn’t get my weapon and glasses.  Raising my hands over my head, I climbed up a steep 
set of steps leading to the outside.87  At the top of the steps was a US soldier, pointing his rifle at me.  I 
remember tripping while climbing up the stairs with my hands over my head and falling forward.  

Instinctively, I reached out and grabbed the ankles of the soldier to stop my fall.  They must have 
thought I was trying to pull him into the basement, for I immediately received a blow to the back of my 

head by an unseen soldier’s rifle butt.  He hit me so hard that I saw stars.” 

Despite the fall, Michely and his men managed to climb out of the basement and surrendered.  “I 
remember seeing tanks and a lot of troops.  We were searched and lined up against a wall.  I had told 
the men to remove any articles of US clothing they might have on them, as many of them had taken 

advantage of the warm winter clothing we found in abandoned US supply depots.  One of the men must 
not have heeded the warning as, all of a sudden, a shot rang out and he was killed.”  It is unclear 
whether this was due to him wearing a GI’s coat or an act of revenge.  “I thought they were going to kill 

us all”, Michely remembers, “but then an officer appeared, gesturing wildly.  I couldn’t understand what 
he was saying, but no more prisoners were killed after that.”  

 

 

                                                             
84 Michely’s recollection.  He does not know whether Leutnant Clement’s runner was with them or not. 
85 Author’s note: One of Michely’s men was Polish and claimed to have heard the American troops request a flame 
thrower.  Whether he spoke English or whether there were Polish‐speaking GI’s remains unclear. 
86 The machine house contained a paddle wheel, driven by the Turelbach, which was re‐routed through the 
basement for this purpose. 
87 Authors’ note: According to research, these steps were on the northwest corner of the building. 
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After the lineup, the remaining men were assembled and transported to Mersch.  Michely was elated at 

being alive and remembers meeting another “old salt” non‐commissioned officer from his unit along the 
way.  “We had both been through combat in Russia and were happy to have survived this one”.  After 
being processed in Mersch, the POW’s were loaded into railway cars and transported into captivity.  

After several months in camps near Normandy, France, Erich Michely would return home to his family 
on November 13th, 1945 – his 22nd birthday.  

89 

                                                             
88 Image courtesy Fernand Pletschette 
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By nightfall on 22 December, the Germans held the north end of the town, with the Americans firmly 
dug in on the south. 

While all of this took place, two additional elements of the 915th met unexpected attacks as well.    By 
1000 HRS, as the snowfall began to lessen, outposts from Task Force L, who by now had moved to 

positions on the high ground overlooking the road from Mertzig to Grosbous, observed a large column 
of enemy infantry and vehicles on the move toward Grosbous.91  The column stretched for almost a mile 
and a half and consisted of several artillery pieces, vehicles, infantry and two light tanks, apparently 

completely unaware of Task Force L’s presence a mere 1,300 yards away.92  The entire column was 
destroyed with direct and indirect fire from Task Force L and the 108th Field Artillery Battalion.  The 
result of the 20 minute ambush was the complete destruction of the 915th’s spearhead, at the cost of 

one wounded soldier for Task Force L.93 

Just as the advance units were being destroyed, the tail end of the 915th also met its end – at the hands 
of 1st Battalion, 319th Infantry Regiment.  The heavy weapons and supply trains were moving along the 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
89 Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette.  German POW’s (likely from the 915th regiment)  await transport into 
captivity in Mertzig. 
90 Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette 
91 Fossum, page 31 
92 Fossum, page 32 
93 Fossum, page 33 



road from Feulen to Mertzig in almost parade‐ground‐like formation when 1/319 began its attack north 
across the road.  The result was complete destruction.  Corporal Clement Good remembers driving along 

the road later that night: “As driver for the division artillery’s HQ battery commander, I often had to 
drive along the roads at night to deliver messages or look for breaks in our telephone lines.  After the 
combat at Mertzig, I was driving down the road without any headlights for fear of being detected.  The 

Dodge Command Car kept going over what appeared to be large bumps in the road.  It wasn’t until 
daylight that I realized I had been driving over the carcasses of German horses.”94 

By the end of the day of 23 December, Mertzig had been completely cleared of any German resistance 
and the German advance had ground to a halt just west of Grosbous.  Cut off from reinforcements, the 

remaining troops of the 915th were ordered to abandon their heavy equipment and break out, making 
their way back to Ettelbruck.  Over the course of the next month, the Regiment continued to take part in 
defensive operations in the Ettelbruck bridgehead, eventually falling back to its original positions across 

the Our on 21 January, 1945.  Hitler’s final offensive in the west had been stopped, at a cost of 8,000 
men to the 352nd VGD alone.95 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
94 Interview with the author 
95 Fossum, page 36.  By 24 December, 352nd’s strength was estimated at 5,000 men. 



The War Ends 

By March of 1945, Germany was defeated and only weeks away from unconditionally surrendering to 
the Allies.  Ironically, the same unit who took Michely prisoner, would eventually capture and briefly 

occupy his home town as well, entering Michelbach, Germany on 17 March 1945.96 
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Erich Michely still resides in Michelbach today, along with his wife of 61 years, Loni.  Upon his return 
from captivity, he started a family which eventually grew to 4 children, 5 grandchildren (with a 6th on the 

way) and one great‐grandchild.  He spent his life as a construction worker and forester and enjoys his 
garden and apple orchard.  On 22 December 2008, 64 years to the date, he revisited Mertzig, 
Luxembourg, where he was received with open arms and retraced his steps of his last day as a soldier. 

   

                                                             
96 Krehbiel, page 189 
97 Krehbiel, page 315 
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German Rank  US Equivalent 
Offiziere  Officers 

Generalfeldmarschall  General of the Army 

Generaloberst  General   
General  Lieutenant General 

Generalleutnant  Major General 
Generalmajor  Brigadier General 

Oberst  Colonel 

Oberstleutnant  Lieutenant Colonel 
Major  Major   

Hauptmann  Captain 
Oberleutnant  1st Lieutenant 

Leutnant  2nd Lieutenant 
Unteroffiziere  Non‐Commissioned Officers 

Stabsfeldwebel  Sergeant Major 

Oberfeldwebel  Master Sergeant 
Feldwebel  Technical Sergeant 

Unterfeldwebel  Staff Sergeant 
Unteroffizier   Sergeant Major 

Soldaten  Enlisted Men 

Obergefreiter   Corporal 
Gefreiter  NONE 

Oberschuetze  Private 1st Class 
Schuetze  Private    
                                                             
102 Handbook on German Military Forces, 119 



 

German Order of Battle (352 VGD)103: 

1. Division Command (HQ) 
a. Command Staff & Field Police 

b. Feldpost Number 29750 
2. Grenadier Regiment 914 

a. Regimental Staff and HQ Company 

b. 13th & 14th Panzerjager Companies 
c. 1st Battalion with Companies 1‐4 
d. 2nd Battalion with Companies 5‐8 

e. Feldpost Number 16053 
3. Grenadier Regiment 915104 

a. Feldpost Number: 40107 

b. Regimental Staff and HQ Company 
i. Regiment Commander: Oberstleutnant Johannes Drawe, wounded at Tandel 

12/17/1944 

ii. Regimental Adjutant: Oberleutnant der Reserve Wilhelm Ifang 
iii. 1st Ordnance Officer: Leutnant Rudolf Kalberlah 
iv. 2nd Ordnance Officer: (rank unknown) Georg Kunze, wounded at Longsdorf, 

12/18/1944 
v. Officer z.b.V.: Oberleutnant Sepp Herrmann 

c. Staff Company 

i. CO: Leutnant Eduard Seidl, wounded at Kippenhof (Diekirch) 12/24/1944 
ii. Communications Platoon: Leutnant Karl Dirks, wounded at Oberfeulen 

12/22/1944 
iii. Pionier Platoon: Leutnant Reinhard Bennemann, wounded at Tandel 

12/17/1944 

d. 13th Company (Infantry Gun) 
i. CO: Leutnant Friese, missing at Mertzig, 12/22/1944 
ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Heinrich Brande, missing at Mertzig, 12/22/1944 

iii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Otto Luhr, missing at Mertzig, 12/22/1944 
e. 14th Company (Panzerjager) 

i. CO: Leutnant Otto Griese, wounded at Longsdorf, 12/16/1944 

ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Franz Michaelis, missing at Mertzig, 12/22/1944 
f. Staff, 1st Battalion 

i. Battalion CO: Hauptmann Heinrich Konig 

ii. Adjutant: Gerhard Ihl, wounded 12/21/1944, location unknown 
iii. Ordnance Officer: Karl Heinz Jantschak 

                                                             
103 Gaul, Volume I, Pages 22‐23 
104 Gaul, Volume I, Pages 28‐30 



g. 1st Company 
i. CO: Leutnant Alwin Feldhans, KIA 12/21/1944 at Ettelbruck 

ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Horst Dietrich, missing 12/22/1944 
h. 2nd Company 

i. CO: Leutnant Rudolf Rothfelder, KIA at “Friedhaff” Diekirch, 12/17/1944 

ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Wolfgang Kluth 
i. 3rd Company 

i. CO: Oberleutnant Albrecht Schubert 

ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Reinhold Tietje 
j. 4th Company 

i. CO: Oberleutnant Otto Muhlert, wounded at Pratz, 12/22/1944 

ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Ludwig Vorst 
iii. Platoon leader: Leutnant Georg Witt, missing at Mertzig, 12/22/1944 

k. Staff, 2nd Battalion: 

i. Battalion CO: Hauptmann Herbert Kruger 
ii. Adjutant: Wilhelm Leimbach, wounded at Tandel 12/16/1944 
iii. 1st Ordnance Officer: Leutnant Paul Flocke 

l. 5th Company 
i. CO: Oberleutnant Arthur Schulz, took sick 12/31/1944 
ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Bruno Brassel, wounded at Mertzig, 12/22/1944 

m. 6th Company 
i. CO: Leutnant Heinz Jagers, wounded 12/31/1944, location unknown 

ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Heinz Ruckert, KIA at Longsdorf, 12/17/1944 
n. 7th Company 

i. CO: Hauptmann Walter Langendorf, missing, date/location unknown 

ii. Platoon Leader: Max Stalke 
o. 8th Company (Schwere) 

i. CO: Oberleutnant Gunter Rolf 

ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Werner Perlsberg 
iii. Platoon Leader: Joseph Clement, missing at Mertzig, 12/22/1944 

Platoon List: 
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105 Courtesy of Erich Michely.  PLEASE DO NOT COPY OR PUBLISH! 



Appendix III: 

American Order of Battle: 

1. 28th Infantry Division106 
a. Division HQ & Infantry 

i. 109th Regiment 
1. Became “Task Force L”107, CO Captain Embert Fossum 

a. Company L, 109th 

b. 1 Heavy Machine Gun Platoon, Company M/109th 
c. 1 Section, 81 mm Mortar Platoon, Company M/109th 
d. 1 Section, AT Platoon, 3rd Battalion HQ Company/109th (2 x 

57mm AT Guns) 
e. 1 Platoon, Company C, 707th Medium Tank Battalion (2 x M4 

Sherman) 

f. 1 Platoon, Company A, 630th TD Battalion (2 x 76mm towed AT 
Guns) 

g. 1 Squad, Company A, 103rd Engineer Battalion 

h. 1 Radio Team, HQ Company, 109th (1 x SCR 284 mounted on 
Jeep) 

i. 1 Forward Observer Team, 108th Field Artillery Battalion 

(155mm Howitzer) 
ii. 110th Regiment 
iii. 112th Regiment 

b. Artillery 
i. 107th Field Artillery Battalion 

ii. 108th Field Artillery Battalion 
iii. 109 field Artillery Battalion 
iv. 229th Field Artillery Battalion 

c. Support Units 
i. 28th Reconnaissance Troop 
ii. 28th Quartermaster Company 

iii. 28th MP Platoon 
iv. 28th Signal Company 
v. 103rd Engineer Battalion 

vi. 103rd Medical Battalion 
vii. 728th Ordnance Company 
viii. 447th AAA Battalion 

ix. 630th Tank Destroyer Battalion 
x. 707th Tank Battalion 

                                                             
106 Gaul, Volume II, Page 13 
107 Embert Fossum, “Operations of Task Force L near Grosbous, Luxembourg, December 20 – 23, 1944”, Page 4 



2. 80th Infantry Division108 
a. Division Artillery 

i. Division Artillery HQ 
1. Battery Commander, Captain Beecher, Corporal Clement Good, Driver 

ii. 313th Field Artillery 

iii. 314th Field Artillery 
iv. 315th Field Artillery 
v. 905th Field Artillery 

b. Infantry 
i. 317th Regiment 
ii. 318th Regiment 

iii. 319th Regiment 
1. 2nd Battalion, CO: Lieutenant Colonel Bandy 
2. 3rd Battalion, CO: Lieutenant Colonel Elliot Cheston 

a. Company I 
b. Company K 

i. Platoon Sergeant: Robert A. Hanright 

c. Company  L 
d. Company M (Weapons) 

c. Support Units 

i. 1 Platoon, Company C, 702nd Tank Battalion 
1. Equipped with M4 Sherman 

ii. 1 Platoon, Company A, 610th TD Battalion 
1. Equipped with M36 

                                                             
108 Murrell 
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109 Quarrie 



Appendix IV: 

Positions of 3rd Battalion, 109th Infantry around Mertzig: 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix V: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix VII: 

After Action Reports by Generalmajor Schmidt, CO, 352nd VGD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 























































Appendix VIII: 

Major Embert Fossum’s Report, Advanced Infantry Officer’s Course, 1948 – 1949 
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TEE OPEBAnONS OF n'rASK FORCE Ln, 109TE INFANrRY
(28TH INFANrRY DIVISION) NEAR GROSBOUS, LUXEMBOURG

20 - 23 DECEMBER 1944

(ARDENNES-ALSACE CAMPAIGN)

(personal Experienoe ot a Task Foroe Commander)

IN TRODU C'T ION

This monograph oovers the operat ions of nTask Foroe Ln,

109th Infantry, 28th Infantry Division, in the vioinity ot

Grosbous, Luxembourg, 20-23 Deoember, 1944, fighting against

~he German Ardennes Oftensive.

nTask Foroe Ln, in rea1ity a heavi1y reinforoed rif1e

oompany, (lonsis~ed of ~he fo11owing:

Company L, 109th Intantry;

1 Heavy Maohine Gun P1atoon, Company M. 109th In-

tantry;

1 Seotion, 81mm Mortar P1atoon, Company M, 109th

Intantry;

1 Seotion, Anti-'rank P1at oon, 3d Battalion Head

quarters Company, 109th Intantry (2 5?mm Anti-Tank Guns);

1 P1atoon,Company C, ?O?th Medium 'Tank Battalion

(2 M-4 nShermann Medium Tanks);

1 P1at oon, Company A, 630th 'Tank Destroyer Bat

talion (2 ?6mm 'Towed Ant i-'Tank Guns) ;

lSquad, Company A, 103d Engineer Combat Battalion;

1 Radio 'Team, Readquart ers Company, 1091;h Intan

try (1 SCR 284 mounted on i-ton vehic1e);

1 Forwani ObserverTeam, 108th Fie1d Arti11ery

Bat~a1ion (155 Howitzer).

- 3 -
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All of ,;hese unHs \'Iere sadly depleted in streng_h,

after having battled againet over\'lhelming odds for four

days and nights. As sho'lin before, _he tank platoon oonsisted

of only tViO tanks, and ehe tank d estroye r platoon had only

t'liO guns; Company L, the. basic unH, eonsisted of approxi

mately 100 men. (1)

In order to explain \'Ihy this emaIl ~task foree~ was

formed and ho\'l il; was employed, i t 'li111 be necessary t 0 first

deseribe the general s1tuat ion along .he ",estern European

front and what had happened along ehat front, paztieularly

in the 28th Infantry Division sector of the VIII Corps,

First UnH ed St ates Army, duringGhe preeeding four days.

J.'HE GENERAL SrrUA.rION

After ehe viCltorious dash aeross France and Belgium

during the late summer and early fall of 1944, the Allied
.;

Armies had pushed up generally against .he West Wall defenses
j

of the German border from 'rhe Netherlands to Switzerland.

Fighting elements had pushed on to the limi.s of logisti-

eal support, and there was a paus e a10ng .he ent ire West ern

front. (2) Early in Deeemberehe 'fhird United States Army

was preparing for a thrust into the Saar basin. (3) Far

"eher north, the First and Ninth United States Armes lIIere

massing for an attaek 'lihich-was planned to oarry them aerose

the Roer river, over Ghe Co10gne plain, and int 0 the hearl

01' the Nazi Reich. As part 01' ehis preparation, the Divis-

(1) Personal Knowledge; (2) A-l, pp. 56-60; (3) A-l, pp. 71, '72.
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ions rf ehe v Corps, First Army, were being torn to shreds

as .hey baetered t;heir way yard by yard ehroughGhe "green

hell" of Rurtgen forest .ward the Roer dams, the capt;ure

of which was necessary before the main attack could be

launched. (4)

Between therhird Army and the positions selected for

ehe northem attac.k laYGhe SO-mHe quiet front of the VIII

Corps, ext endingGhrough ehe mount ainous Ardennes region 'of

Belgium and Luxembourg. In order to concen.rate as large

a force as possible for the big attack, .he high command

had decidedGo risk holding thi s line voith an extremely thin

force. (See Map A) (5)

For l;hree months activity along this front had been

negl1gible. Minor patrol activiGies voere carried on by both

sides, and there was a regular exchange of carefully rationed

artillery fire. fraining and rehabilitation were emphasized

for the d efending t roops. (6)

On 16 December 1944, this long VIII Corps front, was

held, from north to south, by the 106th Infantry Division,

the 28th Infantry Division, Combat Gommand A of the 9th Ar

mored Division, and the 4l;h Infantry Division. rwo of l;hese

unit s,che l06th Infantry Division and GGA, 9th Armored Di

vision, were new to the Dombat zone and had been moved to

this quiet sector for purposes of battle indoctrination.

rhe other two, 2Sl;h Infantry Division and 4th Infantry Di

vision, had been bad1y mauled in the bHter bat ne of Hurt

gen forest, and had been sent l;here for rest and reorgani-

(4) A-l, pp. 69-71; (5) A-l, p. '7S; A-2, pp. 142, 143;
(6) A-l, pp. '7'7-S2.
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zation. (7) l'he 28th Division had lost 248 officers and

5,452 enlisted men as banle casualt ies during three weeks

of.his :fierce fighting in November. (8) Men of the organ

izali ion had jokingly changed.heir battle cry from "Roll On,

28thl" to "RollOver, 28th, and Make Room for Replacementsl"

(9 )

rhen, before daylight on the morning of 16 December,

the entire VIII Corps front erupted. (See l\~ap A)rhe Nazi

Wehrmacht had massed Ghree Armies, consisting of tVienty di

visions with a heavy preponderance of armor, and slashed

through the thin American line, heading for Brussels,the

Meuse, Antwerp, and the North See.. (la) l'he German Sixth

Panzer Army shoved aside the 99th Infantry Division, sou-

ehe rnmost unit of V Corps, and crashed through th e defenses

01' the 106th Division. 'rhe Fifth Panzer Army smashed through

the Southern regiment of.he I06Gh Division and spliG the

28th Division, penetrating its Eect or in several places for

a depth of seve ral re,iles. And th e Sevench Germall Army was

hurled against the Southern regiment 01' the 28th Division,

the 9th Armored Division's CCA, and the Northern portion of

the 4th Infantry Division. (11)

'rhe greatest counter-offensive drive ever throVin against

American t roops had been successfully launched by the Ger-

mans, and for three days fresh Nazi divisions were shoved in

toche breaohed Ime 1;0 exploit the init ial sucoess. (12)

(7) A-l, p. 77; A-2, p. 143; (8) A-4, ch. IrI (pages not
numbered) (9) Personal Knowledge; (10) A-3, p. 195;
(11) A-l, pp. 106-115; (12) A-l, pp. 136-149.
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l'HE 2SoCH DIVI ON SHUAI'ION

fI4-M ß
Almost frOlll the ~ ime of "he. first b~oVl struck by the

Germans, the situation along !;he 2Sth Division's portion of

the line vlas described by higher headquarters as "fluid". (13)

A~l three regiments had been on ehe line, withGhe division

covering a27-mile fr Oll(; , and all 1; hree had been hit har-d. (14)

rhe 112Ch Infantry, on the north, had been cu-~ off from

contact Vlith the rest of ~he division by 1;he drive of lOhe

47th Panzer Corps, and on lOhe second day of the ba.tle,in

lOhe absence of orders from division headquarters, had been

pu11ed north t 0 8t. Vith by I.:ajor Genera1rroy H. Midd1eton,

VIII Corps Commander. (15) This regiment fought the re-

mainde r of .h e Ardennes batt 1e as an atcachment, success-

ive1y, of the 106!;h Infantry Division, 7th Armored Division,

75th Infantry Division and XVIII Airborne Corps. (16) When

operationa1 control of the 2Sth Division, along Vlith VIII

Corps, passed tooChird Army on 201330 December, this regi

ment. remain ed in First Army. (17)

'rhe 110th Infantry, in lOhe center of lOhe division line,

was hardest hit .oChe main effort of the 4nh Panzer Corps

litera11y smashed this thinly spread out regiment 1;0 bits.

Companies, platoons, and squads were iso1ated and wiped out,

captured, or pushed back. (lS)rhe major portion of lOhe

109th Fie1d Artillery Bat.alion, in d1rect support of lOhe

110th Infant ry, finallyon 19 Decembe r st rugg1ed int 0 Bas

togne, Vlhere it was attached GO !;he 907th Glider Fie1d Ar-

(13) A-1, p. 173; A-7, pp. lOS, 111; (14) A-1, p. 175;
(15) A-1, p. 114; (16) A-1, p. 154; A-4, ch. IV; (17) A-3, p. 173;
A-7, p. 113; (lS) A-1, p. 113; A-4, ch. IV.

- 7 -



tillery Battalion of the beleagured 101st Airborne Divis

ion. (19) Also at Bastogne 'lias "'l'ask Force Snafu", made

up of misoellaneous personnel of the 28th Division and other

organizations, under ehe eommand of Gaptain Gharles Brown

of the nOth Infantry. (20) Others fought along side of

clerks, general service engineers, andehe division band in

an unsuccessful ateempt(;o defend Wiltz, thetown 'lIhere the

division headquarters was loeated. (21) Finallyon 20 De

cember the remnants of the regiment, consisting of 454 en

listed men and 42 offieers, was eollected under division

eontrol and formed a defense Une south of Bastogne. (22)

rhe 109th Infantry, on the south, st ood up better un

der ];he inHial assault. Gompany E was cut off at Longs:..

. ~ J-~,r20rf and minor penetrat ions were made in Gompany Fand Gom-

vJ}!' pany I seetors. 'l'he 60th ArlllOred Infantry Battalion of GGA,

9th Armored Division, on the regiment's right, lIIithdrew to

Eppeldorf, about three mi1es from its original front. l'he

28th Division Gommander ordered the 109th I; 0 roll baek with

eh e 9th Armo red, so as not e 0 expose it s flank. '.'Iith it s

own left flank hanging open and exposed by the penetraeions

int;he 110th Infantry fron., ehe l09th, on 18 Deeember, be

gan to pivot to .he south, and on <;he 20th had formed a

l1ne, faeing generally north, at right angles to 1t s origi

nal position, on the high ground south of Ettlebruek. (23)

This line was extended on the right by GGA of ehe 9th Ar

mored Division. GGA of the 10th Armored Division, and ele

ments of the 4th Infantry Division, forming the southern

(lIJ) A-5, p. '73; (20) A-5, pp. 69, '70; (21) A-l, p. 1'76;
A-2, p. 156; A-4, eh. IV; (22) A-l, p. 185; A-4, ch. IV;
(23) A-4, eh. IV; A-6.
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"hinge" of the American line against the penetration. (24)

The 107th Field Artillery Battalion (105-Howitzer);

the 108th Fi e1d Art illery Battalion (155-HOV'lit zer); Company

A, 103d Engineer Combat BalOt;alion; Company A, 630th l'ank

Destroyer Battalion (ToV'led); and Company C, 707th Medium

'Tank Bat t;alion all s'Wunge 0 the soulOh with the 109th Infan-

try, forming RCr 109. On 20 Deeember coneaet with divis

ion headquarters had been lost ana RCr 109 'Was attached to

CCA, 9th Armored Division, which in "urn V'las a""ached to

10"h Armored Division. (25)

Thus, by 20 Deeember, contact between units of the

28th Division had become severed and it eould not be em-

ployed as a unit. (See Map B) RCT 112 was fighting on

ehe north flank of the "bulge" as part of the First Army!

A port ion of the 109th Field Artlllery and individuals

from other division units were at Bastogne but out of di-

reet eontact w1th division headquarters. 'L'he remnants of

the l10th Infantry, divisiona1 special troops, and divis

ion headquarters were at Sibret, Belgium, forming part of

the VIII Corps line (now part of Third Army) at lOhe west

ern limits ofehe penetration. And RC'r 109 \'las on the

south flank with XII Cprps, Third Army. (26)

'L'he following statement of Lieutenant Colonel George

Dyer, Special Assistant tot;he Chief of Start, XII corps,

is indicative of ehe confusion which prevailed all around

the perimeter of "he "bulge" whieh had been driven into

the American lines: "So confused \'las ehe si t uat ion, and

so rapidly did units move in and out that some \'Iere never

(24) A-l, pp. 184; 185; A-3, p. 173; (25) A-l, p. 104;
A-4, eh. IV; A-6; A-7, p. 114; (26) A-4, eh. IV.
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pinned down long enough to be refleoted on XII Corps paper;

a good example of this is the 109th regiment of the 28th

Infantry Division, the rest of Vihich had been soattered off

te the North and West, Vlhioh appears on no XII Corps sta-

t ion 11 st, though it Vias brief1y part of t he Corps." (27)

I'HE SIrUAl' ION OF COMPANY L. 109l'H INFANl'RY

\ 1II)'Idf 0~)

For a o~ear picture of the oondition end effectiveness

of "fask Force L", it is necessary to exp1ain in more detail

the operations of Company L, the basic unit of the "task

foroe", during this four-day period of fighting and oonfus

ion, 16-19 Deoember 1944. (See Map BB)

Company L, 109th Inf antry , Vias the southernmost unit of

the 28th Division Vihen the ~erman atteck hit. A1though the

company' s front 'lias far too wide tobe adequat ely defended -

approximate1y tViO mi1es -- the ground it oooupied was admir

ably adaptable for a defensive situation. Looated at a ma

jor river junot ion, the eompany st radd1ed the Sure river at

Reisdorf and faoed .he Germans aeross.he Our river. Onthe

north, L Company 'lias "i ed in Viith I Company and onChe seuth

'lIiCh the 60th Armored Infantry Bettalion, 9th Armored Divi-

sion.l'he positions of t he riflemen Vlere on high ground,

Vlhich on a large portion of .he long company front dropped

almost preeipitously dOVin to the 'liest bank of 'che Our. (2,8)

During the Nazi's initial arti11ery preparation, Vihieh

aroused the eompany at 0600 on the 16th, .he house 'IIhere L

Company' s Command po,st Vias locat ed recei ved di reot hit 8 from

(27) A-8, p. 288; (28) Personal Kn0Vl1edge.
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both conventional artillery and Nebelwerfer rockets, whieh

set it afire. And starting \'Iith dawn, and continuing for

two days at inGervals of from four to six hours, L Company's

foxholes were charged by waves of drunken or "hopped up"

German "Supermen", wildly firing Schmeiser machine pistols

and shout ing unintelligible battle crys containing refer-

ences to- "'I'went y-eight h" and "Cognac". (29)

Armor could not operaGe on this particular portion of

the front because of the two rivers and the rugged terrain.

And 'iNith an abundance of artille!'y support, L Company man

aged to beat back every attack. Company requests for fire

were delivered by M Company's 81-mm mortars, regimen"al Can

non Company, "ViO battalions of 28th Division Art1l1ery, and

a battaHon of field artillery from the Ninth Armored Di

vision. (30)

All of this was not done without considerable loss,

bo"h killed and 1IIounded. And on the 17th all available man-

power, including the company's kitchen personnel, was brought

up and put in the line. (31)

Shortly after noon on the third day, 18 December, "he

company was ordered, via SCR 300, to fall back to Bettendorf,

the loeation of 3d Bal;talion headquarters. fhis was accom-

plished Viith considerable di1'ficulty and some casuaHies,

as a limited penetraGion in I Company' s sector tOl;he north

enabled the enemy to cover I;he road back wil;h automatie lIlea-

pons fire. (See Map BB) After engaging in a limil;ed fire

fight, the eompany managed 1;0 reach "he Bettendorf position

about the time darkness fell, but "0 do so H had been nec-'

(29) Personal Knowledge; (30) fhe writ er cannot identi 1'y th is
Armored F.A. Bn; however, "Cobblestone" was i1;6 telephone code
name; (31) A-6; Personal Kno1l1edge.
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essary to abandon a quantity or ammunition, emergeney ra

'Cions, and the personal effeets of praet ically all members

of the eompany. One 60-mm mortar was also lost. It lias

reported by one member or the morter erell chat he had aban-

doned the Vleapon after it had been hit by small arms fire,

ruining the elevating meehanism, but the eompany eommander

was never assured whether this actually happened or whether

ehe mortar Vlas abandoned in ehe near panie whieh aeeompanied

the daylight \1Iithdrawal. (32)

At Bettendorf a defensive posit ion was taken by Com-

pany L WhileGhe remainder of the battalion slippedCo the

rear under cover of darkness to jointhe rest of the regi-

ment in a ne"illy selected defensive position on the high ground

north and east of Diekireh. (See IJ:ap BB) (33) l'his was an

extremely dirfieult move, since enemy tanks had come down

from the north and cut ehe main road from Bettendorf to Die-

kirch, whieh paralleledehe Sure river on the north. (34)

With eonsiderable trepidation and no prior reeonnai ssanee, v\
the battalion succeeded in erossing the river at Bettendorf\

and moved down an unimproved road south of the river co an-

oCher bridge ae Gilsdo rr, west ofth e German road block.

fhere it recrossed to joinehe remainder of the regiment.

After the res~ of the battalion had st art ed back, L Company

moved back, one platoon at a eime, overGhe same route, but

not unt 11 aft er about t en easualt i es had been sustained from

int ense artillery, ro eket, and mort ar fire. l'he last group

from the company to leave Bettendorf assisted members of

(32) Personal Kno"illedge; (33) (34) A-6; Personal KnoVlledge.
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Company A, 103d Engineer Combat Battalion, .0 blow both

bridges after crossing. (35)

'fhe new position near Diekirch was held through the

next day, 19 December, but was subjected to repeated attaoks

of both infantry and tanks. In a limited counter at.ack,

direoted towam the German road blook which had cut .he

main route back, L Company's :Cirst pla.oon captured 81 pris-

oners. In spHe ofl;hese succesees, by nightfall ü was ap-

paren~ thaG ehe regiment' s new mission of covering the flank

of CCA, 9.h Armored Division, could not be accomplished from

.his posit ion, and anoeher 'WiGhdrawal .0 the sou.h bank of

th e rive r a. Ettlebruck 'Was ordered. (See Map BB) (36)

Again Company L was given the task of covering .he

movement, 'Which began immediately after dark. (37)rhe

route of withdra'Wal was covered by enemy artillery fire, and

more .han 30 casualties were suffered as the regiment pulled

south. (38) When L Company had crossedthe river, the

nfASK FORCE LI! IS FOilllED

However, by da'yligh. plans had been changed, nrask

Force Ln had been formed, and a new move was in progress.

A nell solid line was be ing formed onGhe sou(;h flank

of .he Gennan ar ea of penet rat ion by XII Corps. rhi s new

(35) Personal Knowledge; (36) A-4, eh. IV; A-6; (37) Per
sonal Knowledge; (38) A-6; (39) Personal Knowledge.
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line extended east and west from the vicinity of

nach to "he high ground about tViO miles south of

Echter- v

Ettlebruck.~
(40) Rar 109 Viast 0 form' the western pOl'" ion of the line.

Hs 2d Battalion , whi ch h ad suff ered great eet in the prev-

ious foul' days fight ing, 'l4as\;ied in I'lHh 9th Armored unH s

left of ;8rmsdorf. l'he 1st Battalion dug in on ehe high

ground just south of ,e;ttlebruek. 3d Battalion \lias 1;0 cover

the left flank of this line, and in order GO accomplish this

was broken dO'lin into ~hree uniGS

major road junctions GO Ghe 'liest

Map Cl (41)

which \lIere to be poste~ at

of <;he ma in line. (sie

I Company, reinforeed, moved into Feulen. K Company,

reinforced, moved in~o Merzig. 3d Battalion headquarters

was set up at Michelbuch. And "rask Force L" 'lias to move

seven miles southwe st and occupyl;he I;own of Grosbous. (42)

Orders given I;he liHle "task force" "liiere in substance

as follows: Move out at 0500 (abouG an hour and a half be

fore daylighG) and goI; 0 Gro sbous • If the enemy i s inl;he

t Olm , drive him out and occupy 1t. If i;h e enemy is not there,

set up a perimeter defense and hold at all costs. ~lhe Ger-

man 5th Parachute Division and 352 Volksgrenadier Division

are known to be operating to our ilrJnediate north and west and

may move against Ghe tO'lin from any direction. Communioate

directly 'liith regiment, by-passing battalion ohannels. Good-

bye and good luck. (43)

,rhe men and officers ofGhis lHtle group, af"ter foul'

days and nights of constant contact \lIith the enemy, were so

(40) A-l, p. 184j (41) (42) A-4, ch. IVj A-6j (43) Personal
Krlo wledge.
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wom with loss of sleep and fatigue tha" the om1nous sound

of the orders did not arouse undue oonoern or 1nterest.l'hey

Viere almosttoo tired, aold and hungry to aare.

Inaessant attaak by the enemy and the digging of three

suaoessive positions during the withdrawal had fatigued them

almast beyond enduranae. (44)

Blankets, rolls, and overaoats had, for .he most part,

been lost or abandoned, and the Deaember Vieather seemed to

groVi more bitterly aold eaah hour. (45)

'l'here had hardly been time to eat, even if food had been

available. vlhen" hey had left "he ir original posi ti on at

Reisdorf shortly af(;er noon on "he 18th, eaoh man had aarried

one-third of a K-ration with him in his poaket. Another one

third of a K-raoion had been issued as they left D1ekirah on

the night ofGhe l"th. And Vihile in Ettlebruak, dilring the

early morn1ng hours of 20 Deaember, many members of the oom

pany had shared in a quan~iGy of aanned poultry and fruit

juiaes left there by the 102d Evaauation hospital, whioh had

made an extremely hurried evaauation. (46)

l'he men of the attaahed unios had suffered about i;he

same experienaes. For instanae, Lieutenant Quarry, who aom

mandedt;he tank plat oon from Company C, ?O?th 'rank Battalion,

had two tanks hit and bumed while he was riding in ohem

during the previous four days. The seaond time, after es

oaping from the burn1ng vehiole, he had been foraed GO swim

the Sure river under a hail oi' enemy emaIl-arms fire. (4?)

So it was a pretty badly beaten unit that headed for

Grosbous. Morale was aertainly at a low ebb.

(44) (45) (46) (4?) Personal KnoVlledge.
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As the column moved out of Ettlebruck, some enemy had

apparently succeeded in crosSing the river, and a few shots

\'Iere exehanged \'11th one "el'lllan in the churchyard in the cen

ter of ~o\'ln. (48)

I Company and K Company had already t aken up their po

sitions in Feulen and Merzig, respectively, when "Task Force

L" moved ehrough, but except for the one lone Gel'lllan at the

Ettlebruek ehureh, no enemy had been contaeted by any ele

ment S of the battalion. lihen daylight eame, hO'JIever, one

unforse en diffieult y \'las ene ount ered.l'he road be eame jammed

\'Iith refugees, on foot, in trucks, on bicycles, pushing

carts, and leading ox-earts, seriously impeding the progress

ofl;he vehicular element s of ehe eolumn, \'Ihieh \'Iere follow

ing by bounds b ehind t he di smount ed rifle element s. (49)

ORGANIZATION OF A PERnmrER DEFENSE Ar GROSBOUS

Exeept for the diffieulty of pushing through the swarm

of Luxembourg farmers, fleeing 'JIith all their livestook and

posaessiona, Grosbous was entered and ooeupied wHhout inci

dent. But immediately upon arrival in the GO\'ln, the "task

force" was 0 onfront ed \'I i th four obvious problems, 'JIhieh ehoe

oommander feU should be deale wich aeeording 1;0 the follo\'l

ing priority: first, organiza~ion of the defensive position;

second, providing some reSI; tor the IDen, now near the point

of exhaustion;ehird, providing some adequate feeding plan;

and four·Gh, exercising some manner 01' con1;rol over the oi

vilians.

(48) (49) Personal Knowledge.
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ro cope ~ith problem number one, 1;he task force COII

mander and !;he plat oon leaders iromediately made a reconnais

sance .~ 0 det ermine ho~ t he perimet er defense ~as 1; 0 be set

up. (See Map D)

'rhey found t hat Grosb ou s was a 1;ypieal European village,

wil;h buildings 01' solid masonry eonstruction extending for

about 1000 yards along !;he high~ay and along side-s1;reets

for 200 to 300 yards on eHher side. 'l'he main highway, over

whieh the "task foree" had entered !;he ~own, ~as a hard-sur

faced road cOming in fromGhe eaS1; and cUlving through 1;he

to~n, gOing out in a sou~h~esterly direction. From the cob

blestone square in front of~he vil1age church, another hard

surfaeed road led out 01' the~o'iln, almost due south.ro the

north and northwest, six unimproved roads and wagon trails

led up in!;o the V100ded hills.

'rhe village lay on 1;he north side and near the end 01'

a valley, about 1500 yards in width, which extended gener

ally from \'lest t 0 east. ro~he north 0 l' 1;h e t own high hillll

rose ra1;her abruptly. 'rhese were heavily wooded on the

crest, but the 10wer portions were cleared pasture lands and

terraeed oultivated rields. On the south side 01' the val

ley a low ridge, wooded along ~he erest, generally paralleled

the main highway leading through the town. A small creek

flowed easterly along the floor 01' ~he valley, and three

others, one running through ~he 1;o~n, emptied into this,

flowing down from Ghe hills in a southwesGerly di.reetion.

However, all were small and were 11ttle or no obstaole to

ei t}ler fOOl;; t roops or traeked vehicles. South 01' the 1;own,

- 17 -



near the village cemetery, was a large orchard. Except for

this, the floor of the valley consisted of cleared fields.

All surfaced roads were lined on either side by rows of reg

ularly spaced tall trees.

Although as stated in the orders Co the "task force",

large bodies or enemy were known to be operating to .he

north and west and could approach ohe town unimpeded rrom

almost any direct ion, it appeared that the most likely ap

proach was from the east, alongChe route over which the

"task force" had just come. Andthis route was blocked at

Feulen by Company land at Merzig by Company K.

'rime would not permit an eXGensive reconnaissance or

the six unimproved roads lead ing over the high hills t 0 .he

north and northwest, and although they obviously'led to Ger

man-held territory, it did not appear likely that any large .

enemy force would attempt to use these poor and difficult

routes when better ones were easily accessible. fhe paved

roads to the south and south\'lest led in the direction of Am

erican-held areas but were undefended near Grosbous and

were open to any enemy making a nanking movement rrom the

'West. But last cont act with t he enemy had been at Ett le

bruck, so the road to that place \'las considered to be the

most likely approach and it was decided that .his route

would be most heavily defended. (See Map D) (50)

A perimeter defensive posiCion was laid out around

the town, eXCending about 1200 yards in a north-south di

rection and about 750 yards from east 00 \'lest. fhis ex

tended, roughly, !ITound the outermost buildings of the tOl/in

(50) Personal Knowledge.
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and oould not be oontracted VliChout greatly reducing visi

bility and fields 01' fire. Obviously, it could not be

t ightly def'ended by a half-strength ri fle company. So it

Vlas organized int 0 squad positions -- for squads consisting

01' five or six men as clos e- in support 01' the automat ic

Vleapons and anti-tank guns. For the most part it was possible

to oover "he lIlide gaps betVieen squads and platoons Vlith small",

arms l' ire • But even spaeed as thin asthey Vlere, no rif'le

men liere lef't for an inner perime"er or reserve. (51)

The first platoon was deployed f'or about 750 yards

around the eastern and northeast ern port ions 01' the tOllln,

covering ehe main road t01liard Merzig, Feulen, and Ettle

bruck and one unimproved road to the north. L Company's

.50 oaliber machine gun was dug in with the oenter squad,

f'iring directly up the main road. A seotion of' heavy .30

ealiber maohine guns was placed \'Iith a rifle squad north 01'

this main road, and the other section 01' heavy maohine guns

and a rine squad Vlere dug in south 01' the main road. 'rhe

two 76-mm tank destroyer guns were placed on high ground,

north 01' the town, protected by the northernmost squad and

also eovering the main avenue 01' approach. (52)

'I'he third plateen \'las stretched for about 600 yards

around the south and southwest port ions 01' the perimeter.

Bach squad of' this platoon \'las reinforced \'Iith a light .30

oaliber machine gun. (53) I'he tViO surfaced rcads, leading

south and sOllt hVie st out 01' the I; olm, Vlere eaeh covered by

one 01' these 'squads. I'he third squad ;vas dug in bet;veen

these roads inthe large orchard. One 01' the 57-mm anti-tank

(51) (52) Personal Kno\'lledge; (53) One extra light machine
gun had been pieked up from a knocked-out American tank sev
eral days earlier.
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guns was emplaeed GO eoverGhe road leading to the south

west. (54)

The seeond platoon, with no automatie weapons exeept

Browning aUGoma"Gie rifles, was plaeed "to the west and north

ofthe town, eovering about 500 yards aeross 1'ive 01' the un

improved roads V1hieh led up to the 1II00ded hills. l'he re

maining 57-mm anti-tank gun was placed on the lert flank 01'

this position, where it could !ire up one 01' 'the unimproved

roads and aeross three others. (55)

·rhe tViO 81-= mortars and Ghe company' s rema1ning tViO

60-mm mortars were set up near Ghe cemetery in the southern

part 01' the village, emplaced to cover Ghe eastern and north

eastern approaehes. (56)

·rhe two medium tanks were left in the center ofthe town

to be uti11zed as a mobile reserve against attack from any

direction. 'rhese, along with L Company's first sergeant, the

regiment al radio team, and the engineer squad, eonstituted

the entire reserve or the "task foree". (57)

Men were just not available 1;0 set up an adequate out

post sysG em, and list en1ng post s were he Id down t 0 a bare

minimum.fhree two-man outposts were set up. One was neal,"

a large farm house about 500 yards down the main road in

front 01' the third platoon, near a bridge whereGhe road

erossed a creek. And the th1rd was put in at the edge 01'

the woods about 400 yards forward ofthe second plaGoon's

middle squad. (58)

As SDon as the neeessary foxholes and emplaeements for

the erew-served weapons could be dug, problem numher ewo was

(54) (55) (56) (57) (58) Personal Knowledge.
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tackled and measures were t aken t 0 obtain some sleep and

re st fo r t he men. A system was set up whereby half of the

men could occupy houses immediately adjacent to .heir as

signed positions.,fhi s reduced .he number actually in their

holes to barely enough .0 man .he crew-served weapons with

an additional ewo, .hree, or four riflemen to each squad

position. But unless some rest could be obtained it seemed

obvious tha••hey V'lould be in no physieal condiT;ion to put

up any resis.anee. (59)

fhe third problem -- .hat of feeding -- virtually solved

i.self. In Ettlebruek the baHalion S-4 had managed to ob

tain about 100 blankets for L Company, and .hese, along with

a Q.uantity of K-ral; ions, were brought t 0 Grosbous in eompany

.ransporl;a.ion with .he "task force" and issued .here. -Chat

relieved the immedial;e hunger problem, and very soon these

rations were supplemented, tO a large eXGent, by smoked hams

and sausages whiehGhe men soon ferreted out of the chillllley

smoke elosets of many of the abandoned Luxembourg homes. (60)

~hese raGions and the much-needed rest whieh the men

managed to obtain undiSGurbed bYl;he enemy during ehe remain

der of 20 Deeember served to buoy the spirits of the "task

force" eonsiderab1y, and mora1e reaehed the highest peak in

severa1 days.

1''-'3 CIVILIAN PROBLEM

The final problem, that dea1ing with the civilians, was

approached next. Some American Ancy service unit had been

(59) (60) Personal Know1edge.
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billeted in the village previously, and had been vJithdravm

i; 0 ohe rear as so on as .he ext ent of the Ge rman break-through

beoame ::-.novm.ihen these .roops had left, many of .he Lux

embourg residents began to doubt the V<isdom and safety of re

maining friendly to Allied personnel, and dcubtless there were

some who had real sympaohy for t he Nazi oaUEe. In any oase,

rr,any of .hese oivili ans, e ithe r host ile or v<ith Vlavering loy

alty toward Aruericans, had prepared a \velcome forthe onrush

ing Germans. Nhen "-Cask Foroe L" arrived in lOhe t ollm it was

oonfron.ed \'Iith many Swastika flags and Nazi banners dis

played in front of homes and plaoes of business, and it seemed

likely that the position Vias infested \vUh unfriendly per

sons and potential spies, indistinguishable from those "ho

Viere friendly and deserving of t reat ment as Allies. (61)

Asohe perimeter defense 1I'Ias being prepared arcund the

town, many of ehe residents, with [;heir livestook and other

porGable possessions, startedeo leave. rhe problem 1Nas to

prevent spies and informers from going to ohe German forces

with information conoerning ehe strength, annament, and po

sit ion of the "task foroe". and atthe same t imeto enable

the loyal Luxembourgers to eSOape from falling intoehe hands

of the Germans again. Many VioUId undoubtedly have, in such

a oase, suffered severe retaliation for having been friendly

and oooperative v<ith Amerioan foroes sinoei;heir liberaeion

the prev10us September.

i'he "task foroe" oommander, v<ith an interpreter, went t 0

the mayor and village priest and laid doVill this rule: those

(61) Personal Knowledge.
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who wished to leave could do so, using only those routes to

the southwest and south away from known German-held terri

tory, and they were given a three-hour deadline to clear the

town. No one wou1d be permitted to pass outside of the peri

meter aftert;he deadline hour, and those who remained wou1d

have to take t;he risk of remaining in their hornes and ce1lars

if a batt1e deve10ped. fhis word was quick1y spread, and a

1arge majority of ""he residen" s made a hurried exit. (62)

l'he re was ano_her more favo rab1e aspect t 0 the civi1ian

situation. As L Company was leaving Diekirch on the night

of the 19th the »task force» commander had witnessed _he ex

ecution of severa1 persons -- described as Nazi co11abora

tors -- by members of the Luxembourg »police", who were for

mer members of th e underground and were now identified by an

arm-band and armed VlHh captured German weapons. Now Die

kirch was in the hands of the Wehrmacht, and a group of 15 of

these "police", several of whom were recognized as those Vlho

had shot the co1laborators, arrived at Grosbous and offered

_heir services. 'l'heir offer was accepted, and they were

ut i1ized as Vielcome replacements inl;he dep1et ed rif1e p1a

toons of L Oompany. 'l'hroughoul;l;he remaitlder of this opera

tion they stayed and fought as mernbers of the "task force".

(63)

CRANG::S ON fHE REGIMENTE FRON'l'

Another serious problem soon arose.l'he SOR 284 proved

incapab1e of rnaintaining continuous or adequate oommunication

(62) (63) Personal Knowledge.
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with regimental headquarters, and shortly after dark a liai

son officer from regiment arrived in ai-ton vehicle over

the road which led fromChe south. He informed T;he "task

force" commander that after a more careful study of the sit

uation,ehe regimental commander, COlonel .Tames E. Rudder,

felt that ehe flank securiCy mission could best be accom

plished from a defensive position on the low, wooded ridge

to ehe southwest, parallelingehe main road at a distance

of from 1000 to 1300 yards. He also sca"ted that a telephone

line \lias then inche process of being strung from regimental

headquarters to T;he company and should be in wiGhin a couple

ofhours. (64)

He said that the 1st Battalion had observed large num

bers of enemy in Ettlebruck and had been directing a consid

erable volume of artillery fire on them. I Company, at Feu

len, had been attacked by a strong combat patrol and had re

pulsed it. (See Jvlap C) (65)

With this informat ion, the "task force" moved aeross the

valley and began ,,0 dig in along t he edge of the woods n ear

"he crest of the ridge, stretched out on a frone of about

1300 yards. (66)

After about three hours had been used in digging in

Ghese ne\ll posit;ions, ehe regimental wire team arrived, and

che "task force" leader immediately ealled his regimental

eommander and informed him of the situation. As a result

ofChis conversation, ü was deeided thatche original pe

rimeter defense around theT;OVin should be reoceupied and

(64) Personal KnoViledge; (65) A-6j (66) Personal Knowledge.
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that the new position on the orest of the ridge should serve

as an alternate position. As soon as the foxholes and gun

emplaoements were oompleted, ohe entire "task foroe" moved

baok in~o ];he perimeter positions around Grosbous, and ohe

telephone line was eXGended to the oommand post whieh had

been established there. (6'7)

21 Deoember was a quiet day at Grosbous, but information

cf inoreased enemy aot i vity in oth er port ions of the regi-

mental seotor was received with regularity over the wire from

th e regimental oommand po st. Onoe during the day, a regi-

mental liaison offioer again arrived at the "task foroe" po-

sBion to get first-hand informa"ion of~he situat ion there

and to~PP~i;;)~he "task foroe" oommander of what was hap

pening elsewhere. (See Map E) (68)

At 0520 that morning, Company I had repulsed an attaok

made by a oompany of enemy infantry at Feulen. CCA, 9th

Armored Division, reported inoreased pressure near Ermsdorf

and the G-2 of"hat organization warned of a probable Nazi

drive frcm the northwest. (69)

1st Battalion had fought off eombat patrols and had eap

tured a German offieer who oarried an operat ion map whieh

showed tha" the 352 volksgrenadier Division was ~o attaek I't'

through Ettlebruek and then turn south t 0 Arlon and luxe/r..
bourg City, utiliz ing"he Feulen-Merzig-Grosbous road.~ '70)

Ey noon "he pressure on I Company had inoreased to suoh

a degree that Feulen oould not be held by"his small force,

and it was pulled south and east to .he high ground over-

(67) (68) Personal Knowledgej (69) A-6j ('70) A-6j personal
Knowledge.
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looking Merzig. (See Map E) (71)

'rhe position of Company C, on the left flank of the 1st

Battalion, was adjusted 00 oie in with I Company. Constant

enemy aotivity, incJnding motor movement, was reported from

ohen on in front of thesetwo companies. Enemy infantry,

supported by tanks, pressed against K Company at Merzig, and

shortly after dark ohat unH was pulled back astride the

road toMich elbuch, ext endingthe regiment al line to the

south. Ehe road .. 0 Grosbous was now cleared for the enemy.

( ?2)

DEFENSE 0 F I'HE VILLAGE

At ab out 2100 "'rask Force L's" listening post on the

road from Merzig report ed enemy t roops approach ing. It was

an ext remely dark night and the numbe r could not be est i

mated with any accuracy -- on the spot estimates ranging from

50 to 200. They were moving incautiously, massed on the road,

and making considerable noise. Ehe "task force" was immed

iao ely ale rt ed and all men S'J'jif'tly went t otheir a ssigned

foxholes. (See Map D) ('73)

Although 11; was too dark GO see anything, soen movement·

ceuld be readily heard 300 to 400 yards in front of the main

lin e. i'he. 50 caUbe r machi ne gun opened up first, spraying

the road di;rectly 00 Hs front. Afterthe initial burst it

was joined by fire from the two sections of heavy .30 caliber

machine guns and all of the rifles and automatic rifles of

.. he first platoon. ('74)

('71) A-4, ch. IV; A-6; ('72) ('73) A-6; ('74) personal Knowledge.
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Cries of pain and surprise proved that "he fire was ef

feotive, and ehe enemy who were not hH immediately took to

their heels. 'rhe men of the "taek foroe" sat tight in their

holes, no pursuit being ateempted in the inky darkness. (75)

Areport of the ineidene was immediately telephoned to

regiment, and after about an hour with no :rurther enemy ao

{;ivity, the "tael\:; foroe" was ordered to move up on the ridge

to its alternai;e position. (76) It is tO be remembered at

this time tha{; the mission of ROf 109 was not to guard the

Feulen-Merzig-Grosbous road, bue was t.o proteet the exposed

flank of the XII Corps line from envelopment from the west and

no rthwest •

'fhis shift of positions,l;hough unimpeded by the enemy,

was not wHhout ineiden{;. In al;tempting to eow one of {;he

76-rnm tank destroyer guns from 1I;s position above the town,

the half-eracked prime mover slid onthe steep, muddy grcund,

and {;he gun was wedged betVleen two trees. It eould not be

ext rioat ed in the dark, so part of the bre eoh meohanism Vlas

removed t 0 prevenl; it s being used by ehe Ge rmans, and 11; was

temporarily abandoned. (77)

ORGANIZA.l'!ON OF DEFI:NSE LINE ONrHE RIDGE

On the ridge, the "task force" oecupied {;he previously

prepared positions, spread aeross a front of about 1300 yards

and generally paralleling "he main road {;hrough Grosbous at

a range of from 1000 to 1500 yards. (See ~ap F)

fhe ground on the ridge was extremely muddy and slippery,

(75) (76) (77) Personal Knowledge.
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and "he tracked vehicles had considerable difficulty in mov

ing to gOOd firing posit ions. HOViever, Ghrough the skillful

efforts of Ghe half-track driver, I;he remaining '7ö-mm tank

destroyer gun Vias placed in a. good position about 150 yards

to ];he right (east) of Ghe road. rhe tViO tanks remained on

,the hard-surfaced road in positions Vihere'they had exception

ally good fields of fire but Viere completely exposed. 'i'he

two 5'7-mm an];i-tank guns Viere plaeed to cover tViO unimproved

roads, runn1ng along ];hetop of' tohe r1dge, one to the east

and one to the Viest. The attached squad of' engineers served

as close-in rifle support for ];he se Vieapons. ('7S)

'l'he rifle plat oons Viere assigned sectors of .about 300

yards each. 'rhe second platoon was placed on I;he left of

the road, reinforced by ehe three light machine guns and the

.50 ca11ber machine gun. i'he first platoon Vias on the immed

iate r1ghG of ehe road, providing elose-in support forGhe

tank des];royer gun and reinforced with a section of .30 cali

ber mach ine guns. I'he third plat oon was on Ghe r ight of ];he

first, also re1nforced with one section of heavy .30 caliber

machine guns. ('7e)

The Sl-mm mortars and Ghe öO-mm mortars were in defiladed

positions about 1800 yards range to ];he center of the tOVin and

less to most observed portions of the main highViay. (SO)

'1'0 give the "Gask force" some protection on Hs right

flank, the commanding officer of RC1' loe had ordered Company

A, 103d Engineer Combat Battalion (minus the squad with Ghe

"task force") to dig in a position in the draw betVieen "l'ask

Force L" aud I;he main regimental line. (See ;'ap E) rhis

('7S) ('7e) (SO) Personal Knovdedge.
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gap, however, wae about one mile in ~idth and aould ~ot possi-

bly be oovered by Ghis small unit. And the position seleoted

by these engineers to detend was so deep in the heavily wooded

drawGhat ehe "task foroe" oould not tie in with ehem. 'ro do

so would have meam; Che saorifioe of all good fields of fire

and visibility by pul11ng ehe defense foroe baok tO areverse

slope position on the heavily wooded ridge. Bue the engineers

remained there and did not take any part in the subsequent

aotion. (81)

Continued aotivity Vlas reported trom other seotions of

ehe regimental front. 'fhat portion of the road from Merzig

to Feulen, now in German hands, was interdioted by our ar

tillery throughout the night. At 0300, 22 Deoember, the ene-

my penetrated our lines between C Company and B Company, but

line ~as reSG ored.

-- was oommil:;e ed and the

By daylight the enemy had pushed down the

road from lIerzig t oward Miohelbuoh, and all available men at

3d Batta110n oommand pOSG were thrown inCo ehe fight at that

point. (See Map E) (82)

During the night, liaison cffioers from the 318th and

319th Infantry Regiments. 80th Infantry Division, had oon

taoted regiment and stated Ghat their units, apart of UI

Corps, Third Army, were moving north and would attaok through

our lines sometime in the motning. Grosbous, however, lay

just east of their division boundary, and "Task Foroe L"

would probably be relieved, Ghey said, by element s orthe

26th Infantry Division whioh ~as movingup on the Ieft of

-the 80eh. - (83)

(81) A-6; Personal Knowledge; (82) A-6; (83) A-4, eh. IV; A-6.
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Meanwhile, "Task Force L" spene ehe rernainder of the

night improving ios posH ion ahd patrollingt;o determine the

enemy' s movements. Shortly after daylight a light tank Vlas

observed abou. 1800 yards to ohe northeast, moving down ohe

road toward Grosbous. Gloser observation, through field

glasses, revealed that two men in O.D. uniforms were pedal

ing furiously down(;he road on bieycles, about 200 or 300

yards in front of .he taok. 'These men were soon identified

as a patrol whieh had been sent out from the 1st platoon

during the'night. The forward observer from .he 108th Field

Artillery Battalion (155-Ho'iiitzer), 1mmediately ealled for

a fire mission, and several rounds were fired at the tank.

Although no direet hits were made, some near misses eaused

the tank to head back. 1t ourned off on an unimproved road

leading int ot;he wooded hills on(;he north and was soon out

of sight. fhe artillery firing served a very useful purpose,

however, furnishing registration data for ohe fire direetion

cent e r. (84)

'rhe ];wO members of t;he patrol, Vihenohey final1y arrived

at t he "task force" positi on, report edt;hat they had st opped

aG a farmhouse when they heard '(;he tank approaehing. i'hey im

mediately seized the two bieyeles, which were at; ehe house and

appeared to be the fastest available means of transpor.a.ion,

and headed back for the eompany.

They further reported that 31 dead German infantrymen

were scattered over ];he road in front oft;he Grosbous posi-

t ion, where the fight in ehe dark had t aken plaee the night

before. Most of (;hem, .hey said, appeared t 0 have been stopped

(84) Personal Knowlege.
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by the .50 oaliber gun. (85)

By the time they had arrived, snow ·had begun~o fall,

and j,t was soon ooming down so heavily that visibility was

limited to a fe\'l yards. i?his continued with undiminished

im ensity 1'or about two hours.

In~he meantime, the "task foroe" commander was informed

.hat .he attaok near 3d Battalion headquarters had been beat-

en off, and that.he 318th and 319th Infantry Regiments had

passed Ghrough all o~her element s of the regiment and were

now attacking in an attempt to reoapGure Kerzig and Feulen

and Zttlebruok. (86) .A.1Chough no contaot had been made with

anyone from Ghe 26th Infantry Division,that organiza.ion was

knovlU tO be moving forward somewhere nearby. It was not

lmown, however, from whioh direotion it would be coming. Or-

ders to "rask Force 1" ftere tO watch for the 26th DiVision and

t 0 inf'orm regiment wh en i t was c ontaot ed. {87}

AKI3USH CF GZR1T.AN GOLUIill

About 1000 hours .he snow began tO lessen and asolid

oolumn of troops and vehicles cou1d be seen on the road to

Grosbous, extending threugh the tovm and off to the southwellt

fer several hundred yards, strung out laterally aoross the

front cf the "task foroe" at abeuG 1300 yards range. Visi-

bility was not geod enough to determine whether it was a

friendly er enelny force. {See trap F} {88}

Patrols were immediately sent down Goward the road to

(85) Personal Knowledge; (86) A-9; (87) {88} Personal Knowledge.
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,

determine whether i" was a friendly or enemy force. Regi

mem; was called in an effort to learn the identity 01' this

column. 'rhe regimental command was not; at t;he command post,

and the regiment al execut i ve off icer ordered t;he "task force"

commander not to fire on the column. for f'ear <;hat ü might

be <;he 26th Divisi on unH s 'IIIhi eh we re past due in that area

or one of.he 80th Division units \'!hieh had just arrived.

Although it was poin1;ed ou1; 1;ha1; it was extremely unlikely

that any friendly 1; roops would be coming from that direc1; ion,

it was also unlikely 1;ha1; an attacking enemy would be in

closed column on the road with no apparent f'lank security,

and the order held that no fire was to be delivered unless

positive identification could be made. (89)

By this time the snow had almoEt completely stopped,

and the patrols 'Illere back with positive news that the column

....as German. ,rhe regimental eommander, who had just arrived

back at his C.P. called then to sayt;hat no American unit s

could be on that road and to fire away. (90)

All this time the enemy column continued to move slowly

down<;he road, and t;he t ask force, perched on the ridge along

their south flank. \!las undetected. (91)

The German column, which was stretched along the road

for about a mile and a half, consisted mostly 01' foot troops.

Neart;hetail 01' "he eolumn there were !lome vehieles, three

or four light artillery pieees -- probably '75-mm howitzers

and 'wo light tanks. The infantry troops were closed up

t ight, VI ith one column on each side 01' the road. 'rhe vehicles

were in closed column. (92)

(89) (90) (91) (92) Personal Knowledge.
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It ~as quiekly deeided ehat it would be most effeetive

tobring .he heavie st poss ible volume of fire down on the un

suspeeting enemy at one Gime, and word ~as sent up and do~n

the line for no one to fire a single round until the artillery

opened up.rhenthey ~ere told to pour it on. (93)

The l08th FieLd Artillery Battalion (155-Howitzer) was

ealled to fire onthat port ion of ehe oolumn east of Grosbous,

and Ghe IO?th Field Artillery Battalion (105-Howitzer) was

asked for a fire mission on the leading portions of .he 001

umn, south west of the t O\'in. l'he ew 0 tanks and .he one ?6-rom

tank destroyer gun, all loeated near ehe oemer ofGhe posi

tion, would fire at the best targets they eould piek up along

ehe ent ire line, eoneentrating onthe vehicles. ·rhe mortars,

bOGh 81-rom and 60-mm, were to fire into the town to dislodge

troops that were obseured from sight by the buildings. AI

~hough the range was too great for effeotive rifle fire, all

maohine guns, rifles, and automat io rifles were to be fired

into that portion of the oolumn nearest their front. (94)

'rhe forlliard obllerver fromGhe I08th Field Artillery eon

taeted his unit by radio and was cold ehat ehe entire bat

'~alion would fire the mission and keep it up as long as prof

itabletargets were available. There was no observer team

fromGhe IO?th Field Ar.illery Battalion present, bu. an L

Company platoon leader lias designated to flll chis berth and

arrangements liere made .0 relayGhe fire mission and adjust

ment <lalls th rough regiment to this unit. 'rhis 1/ihole batt al

ion 1/iould also !'ire the mission. (95)

(93) (94) (95) Pers onal KnoViledge.
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As soon as the first eall of "on the way" was received

from the artillery, a hand signal was given by the "task force"

comma~der and everything opened up.

The Gennan column almost seemed to disintegrate under

ehe initial blast of fire. Some of the vehicles managed to

turn around and h ead back, out of sight. Others were knocked

out by ehe tank sand t ank-destroyer f ire. St ill oehers were

abandoned. Individuals and small groups of infantry were seen

seurrying for cover GOlllard buildings and up the steep slopes

on "Ghe oeher side of tovm. Not one round of any kind Viaa

fi red in reGurn by the bewildered enemy. (\J6)

ParGieularly effeet ive "pursuit by fire" was delivered

against ehe small groups above the village by the 76-rr~ Gank

destroye r gun. Fir ing high explo si ve aromunit ion at a range

of ab out 2000 yards, t his weapon seored several direct hit a

on small knots of men, sharply silhouetted against Ghe baek

ground of snow-covered fields between .he town and woods. (\J7)

Every weapon inGhe Gas"k foree was utilized exeept the

two 57-rom anti-Gank guns and the rifles of the engineer squad,

covering the flanks and rear of the defensive position. (\J8)

For almost 20 minutes Chis devasGating fire was continued,

until no more targets were visible. l'henGhe 1st platoon was

pulled out of i ts position in the eenter of Ghe line and was

sent hurrying eoward the Gown to drive out any Gerrrans who

had taken refuge ohere. Little resistanoe v.as met. Five en

emy were killed by rifle and carbine fire just as ehe leading

men of ohe plat oon reached the first buildings of the t own.

Others were encountered near Ghe ehurch, in the center of the

(96) (97) (\J8) Personal Knov,ledge.
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t o~n, butl;hey were fleeing as rapidly as possible and offered

pract i cally no oppos it ion. One L Company man ~aE ~ounded ~hen

a rifle grenade fired by a retreating German exploded against

ehe st one ~all of a building near him, l'hat ~aE the only cas

ualty suffered by "fask Force Ln during it s ent ire peri od of

operae ions, 20-23 December. (09)

Just asthe firs"1; platoon ~as entering the village, the

3d Battalion cOlllllander arrived on the scene. After the to~n

had been cleared, he ordered the first plal;oon moved back to

Hs posHion on the ridge in preparatiOn for and expected

count er aetack. i'he tank destroyer gun, abandoned the night

before, was now dislodged and also brought up tOGhe ridge.

(100)

Flushed with their success, the men of the "task force"

\",aited confidently in their foxholes, but no counter attaok

developed. Hany 01' ehe German infantrymen had reached the

cover of ehe ~oods north of thetoVin, and some near the head

and tail 01' ehe column had managed to get out of sight 01' the

"task force". But those who survived the ambush did not re

organize and attack the position, although they undoubtedly

greatly outnumbered ehe defenders. (101)

Although iC was not kno~n att hist ime, I;he explanation

for I;his probablylies in the face I;hat I;he 80th Division was

jusl; launehing it satt ack t oward Merzig and Feulen, andl;he

ma in body 01' Ge rDBns had 1<; s hands full. -.'/hile "fask Force

L" was enjoying its sucoessful ambush 01' the column, elements

of the 3i9th lnfantry caught a similar group on the road be

I;ween Merzig and Feulen -- probably anol;her serial 01' the

(99) (100) (101) Personal Kno;üedge.
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same formation -- and completely disorganized it ~ith ar-

t i11e ry and d irect fire. (102)

No accurate estimate of the German casualties can be

made. ~he mopping-up operation in "he "own was hasoily ex-

ecuted, andthe pursuit was not earried along the road to

either the east or southVlest. However, "he enemy unH in-

volved Vlas identified as the 915th Regiment, 352 Volkegrena

dier Division. G-2. Third Army. estimated that this divis

ion had an effeetive combat strength of 7000 on 21 Decem

ber (103). and this estimate had dropped to 5000 by 24 De

cember. (104) A portion of this considerable 10es was un

doubtedly sustained in this action. From the position on

th e ridge. numerous enemy dead could be seen strewn along

the road. (105)

Since "he remaiDder of his uni. had been relieved by

the 319th Infantry and had moved for rest and a hot meal to

th e t own of Schande1. about f1 ve miles due eouth of Gros

bous. the 3d Battalion commander remained with "Taek Force

L" the remainder of the day and throughout the night. (106)

No more,German activity lIIas encountered. and at 0515

on the 23rd leading elements of "he 104th Infantry. 26th In

tantry Division. arrived at the position. (107) They ex-,

plained "hat they had not arrived therethe previous day,

along with the 80th Division units. beeause "hey had met

considerable enemy resistanee on the road southweet of Gros

bous. Upon their arrival. "'rask }!'orce L" VI;l.S disbanded.

'rhe at"ached units Vlere re1eased to their parent organiza-

(102) A-9; (103) A-IO; G-2 Annex 28. p. CXXIII; (104) A-I0;
G-2 Annex 28'. p. CXXV; (105); (106); (107) personal Knowledge.
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tions, and L Company moved to Vichten, abou~ five miles to

the southwest, where a hot meal was served and preparations

were made for a new attack, to be launched in coordination

with the 10th Armored Division the following morning. (108)

There was still to be more fi@hting around Grosbous,

however. fhe l04~h Inf'antry did not immediately occupy Gros

bous when "Task Force L" left Ghe ridge, and it was necessary

for this regiment to fight to regain the town, capturing a

few priBoners there "he following night. It was two days af

ter "Task Force L" had left the position before the pocket

of resistance encountered by the 26th Division troops scuth

west of Grosbous Vlas cleared. (10'il)

ANALYSIS AriD eRHI CISM

Upon close analysis i" would appear that "he errors of

the German attacking force contributed in great measure to

the success enjoyed by "'rask Force L" at Grosbous and on the

ridge overlooking t he "own.

v'rhe first attacking force of Germans to move against

the town, moving right down the road in a massed formation

with no attempt to maintain secrecy and no normal seourity

elements employed, Vlas set up like pins in a bowling alley

for the Amerioan maohine guns,vIt ie almost impossible to
C:w.~JJ.)

understand Vlhy the larger" foroe would move dOVln ehe road in

olosed formation the folloVling day, without any flank se

ourity, even under oover of the dense snowfall, sinoe they

must have known that there were defending foroes nearby.

(108) Personal Knowledge; (lO'il) A-lO; G-2 Annex 28, p. eXXIII;
A-ll.
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'Theonly reasonable explanation for ~hese act ions of

the German~roops i s overconfid ence. ]~hey were part of a

viotorious army which in a feVl days had tom gaping holes

in the American lines. And on ehe same road American troops

had V1ithdrawn from both Feulen and Merzig soon after being

attacked and had left passage through these towns open to

the Nazis. They must have assumed ehatehe same paGtem of

defen se -- slight delay and Ghen '11 ithdrawal -- would be fol-

101lled at Grosbous.

This German unit, the.352 Volksgrenadier Division, was

given a combat evaluation of "good fighting unit" by 'Third

Army G-2 (110) and 'lias fUrther described as having been oom-

posed of young German Air Force and Naval personnel who, af

terGhree and a half months of training and reorganization,

had become "good assault infanery troops". (111) ButGheir

Vactions against "Task Force L" and Gheir estimaGI!I6of the sit

uat ion Vlere completel3" erroneous.

vThe security measures taken by "rask Force L" V1ere not

pa_rtilüU~~~~~~~t;__.Whv. After Ghat unit had moved

to Hs alternate position on the ridge it faUed tO keep

adequate listening posts near Ghe road and town. As a re-

1""~/~SUlt,apparent ly a larg~ force' of GerllRns lIlanaged to slip

~Il~ 1.,
'};"" I past, under cover of darkness or the morning snolllfall, and
~ X'
~~II"I"I this enemy force eaused considerable delay to the units of

~. the 26th Infant ry Divis ion. Of course iG is not knoVln for

~ ,:> oertain that the enemy encountered by ehe 104th Infantry

~s southVlest of Grosbous went south by this ro~e, but is a

~~~9..!l~bleaslillllllPti_on:~:t.._.they did. Certain1y they easlly

~~ __.,(1110) A-l0; G-2 Annex 29, Estimate No. 11, p. CXXXIII;

~~~~~. '-10; 0-2 >on,x 28, p,_c~:
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Appendix IX: 

Michely’s Personal Documents – PLEASE DO NOT COPY OR DISTRIBUTE! 

 

Soldbuch (literal translation – Pay Book).  Used throughout the German military to record a soldier’s vital 
statistics, such as units, rank, equipment, blood type, etc. 



 

 



 

 

Copy of POW Notice, received by Michely’s parents in 1945. 



 



 

Personalkarte.  Michely’s personal data sheet, issued by the Allies after he was captured. 



 



 

Certificate of discharge from POW status. 

 



Appendix X: 

Images 

 

Oberstleutnant Drawe, CO, 915th VGR.  Courtesy of Roland Gaul. 

 

German NCO, similar in uniform and equipment to Michely.  Courtesy of Roland Gaul. 



 

Lieutenant Colonel Elliott B. Cheston, CO 3rd Battalion, 319th Infantry.  Courtesy Bill Krehbiel 

 

 

 



 

Members of 2nd Platoon, L Company, 319th.  Courtesy of Bill Krehbiel 

 

Bill Krehbiel, 1944.  Courtesy of Bill Krehbiel. 



 

Sergeant Bill Krehbiel, 1945.  Courtesy of Bill Krehbiel 

 

Sergeant Hanright, June 2008.  Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette. 

Appendix XI: 



Web Links 

‐ PowerPoint presentation compiled by Fernand Pletschette 
‐ US 80th Division Resources 

o After Action Reports 
o Morning Reports 
o Patton’s Troubleshooters by Terry Janes 

‐ US 28th Division Resources 
o Bloody Bucket 
o 109th Infantry Regiment After Action Report 

‐ Lexikon der Wehrmacht 
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