


Foreword

For as long as | can remember, | have been fascinated by the Second World War. When | was
old enough to realize that he had been a participant, | began to beg my grandfather to tell me
stories about the war, often to the dismay of the rest of the family, who'd grown tired of
hearing them. | was mesmerized by his descriptions of Russia and awestruck when he showed
me his surviving pieces of equipment. Never before had history felt so real, so touchable. |
remember playing with his bayonet and searching every drawer in his house, hoping to find
another hidden treasure.

As | got older, | began to look at history from a larger perspective, learning about the cause of
war, the strategy and the equipment. | built a small library of books and devoured them at
every opportunity. | visited every military museum | could find and often dragged many an
unwilling participant along with me. Although my fascination with the technology and tactics of
war never faded, an additional question began to form in my head — how did the experience of
war affect a human being? What did the veterans experience on a personal level and how did it
influence my grandfather?

When | left Germany in 1992 to move to the United States, | lost the ability to visit Opa and
Oma as often as I'd been used to and our conversations and meetings became more infrequent
and precious. The more time passed, the more | realized that we were losing members of the
World War Il generation daily and with them the personal connection to their past. | took every
opportunity | could to preserve Opa’s history, taping conversations and taking notes. During a
trip to Germany in the fall of 2008, sitting at his kitchen table, listening to his stories, | realized
that the end of Opa’s military experience occurred during the Battle of the Bulge in
Luxembourg, no more that 2 hours’ drive away from his home — but that he’d never been back
after the war. The following day, my wife and | drove to Luxembourg to explore some of the
sites Opa had mentioned and to take some pictures for him. We found villages like Bastendorf
and Diekirch, where my wife convinced me to stop at the military museum. At first | didn’t
want to make her spend a day of our honeymoon looking at tanks, but she was insistent. The
museum was amazing and brought back that feeling | had as a kid, when history was real and
touchable. | wondered if any of the thousands of artifacts belonged to Opa and was almost
expecting to see his picture hanging on the wall at every turn. It was at the museum where we
met Roland Gaul and the idea for this project began to take shape in my head. Roland Gaul
then gave us directions to Mertzig and asked to stay in touch. We returned home at the end of
the day, exhausted — but with a memory card full of images. Almost immediately, Opa started
recognizing places and memories returned to him. “l remember it as if it were yesterday,” he’d
say, almost incredulous. | could almost sense a curiosity in him, a desire to reconnect — but
accompanied by fear.



After returning home to Chicago, | continued to research Opa’s story, resulting in the following
document. Although initially just a hobby research project, it grew into something larger than |
could have ever imagined or intended, involving many kind people and culminating with Opa’s
visit to Mertzig on December 22" of 2008 - the first time he’d faced his war in over 64 years.

He was reluctant to go, seemingly plagued by demons from the past. He returned, hours later,
much more at peace than I'd ever seen. This is his story.

Thorsten Herbes, January 2009



Ardennes Offensive, December 1944, 352nd Volksgrenadier Division

Situation, Western Front, December 1944:

By December of 1944, after five long years of war, the Allied Forces had landed in Normandy,
successfully broken out, advanced across France and approached the Western borders of Germany.

SITUATION 1200 HRS (6 DECEMBER. .19
TWELFTH ARMY GROUP

Hitler’s Reich was being squeezed on two fronts and the Allies were preparing for their final assault into
Germany. In a desperate attempt to drive the Allies back, Hitler devised a last-ditch effort to drive back
the Allies, code-named Operation Herbstnebel (Autumn Mist). Under strict secrecy and radio silence,

! http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/maps/wwii/essayla.html



the Germans assembled two Panzer and two Infantry Armies as part of Army Group B in order to drive a
wedge between the British-Canadian forces in the North and US forces in the South while capturing the
important supply port of Antwerp, Belgium, after crossing the Meuse River. 2 Recapturing the port
(which had only been opened by the Allies on 28 November) would deal a decisive blow to the Allied
supply lines and ability to wage offensive operations against Germany.

Wacht am Rhein' - The German Plan
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Much of the history of what was to become “The Battle of the Bulge” concerns itself with the Northern
flank of the German attack and Joachim Peiper’s attack on Bastogne, courageously defended by the
101" Airborne. The aim of this document is to explore the Southern flank of the German attack in the
context of the personal experiences of Erich Michely, a member of the g Company, 2" Battalion, 915"
Regiment, 352" Volksgrenadier Division — grandfather of the author.

The Southern Flank

Nestled between Belgium to the North and West, France to the South and Germany to the East, lays the
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. Founded in 963, it occupies an area slightly smaller than Rhode Island*
and had a population of approximately 293,000 in 1945.° Luxembourg’s terrain consists of heavily
wooded rolling hills with farm land and villages. By December 1944, Luxembourg had been liberated by
the Allies after suffering from German occupation since 1940. Although the war continued to the east,
life in the country was slowly returning to normal. No one suspected that the Wehrmacht would last
much longer and the end of the war seemed imminent. By winter of 1944, Luxembourg had become a
rest area for weary frontline Gl’s as well as a quiet area in which to acclimate newly arrived
replacements to the front. The war had become mostly static, with the Siegfried Line on Germany’s
western border as the front. To the north, Field Marshal Montgomery’s troops were preparing for their
eventual drive into Germany’s industrial heartland while, to the south, General Patton’s Third Army was
also attempting to cross the Rhine into Germany.
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The Americans

Headquartered in Bastogne, the US VIII Corps was responsible for the section of the line extending from
southern Belgium to the southern end of Luxembourg. This sector was generally seen as a quiet front,
used to recuperate units exhausted from the Huertgen Forest campaign earlier®. When Wehrmacht
troops crossed the Our on 16 December, VIII Corps consisted of the 9" Armored Division, 11" Armored
Division, 17" Airborne Division, 28" Infantry Division and the g7™ Infantry Division, along with several
AAA and Engineer units. Opposing the German’s 352" VGD was the 28" Infantry Division, stretched
along a 27 mile line from St. Vith in the north to Vianden in the south, with the 112" Regiment on the
left (northern) flank, the 110" in the center and the 109™ Regiment on the southern flank.
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The Germans

Under the command of Field Marshall Model, German Army Group B was comprised of the 15™ Army,
5" and 6" Panzer Armies as well as the 7" Army. Tasked with conducting the attack, Army Group B
covered a front from northern Belgium to southern Luxembourg, with 7" Army, under the command of
General Erich Brandenberger responsible for the southern thrust into Luxembourg and toward the river
Meuse.? Its main objective was not only to reach the Meuse but also protect the operation’s southern
flank while tying up Allied reserve forces in Luxembourg. Although 7" Army contained several units (4
total divisions — 3 Volksgrenadier and 1 Fallschirmjdger), the focus of this document will remain with the
352" VGD, of which Michely’s 915" Regiment was a part.
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History of the 352™ Volksgrenadier Division

The 352™ Volksgrenadier Division was formed on 21 September 1944 in Flensburg, Germany out of
remnants of the 352™ Infantry Division, which was almost completely annihilated in July of 1944 during
defensive operations in Normandy, France. Units of the 352™ Infantry Division were augmented by the
581 Volksgrenadier Division, which was being formed as part of the 32" wave.” The division consisted
of navy and air force troops, veterans of the 352" as well as veteran NCO’s from the Eastern front (such
as Michely). Most of the NCO cadre was made up from remnants of the 389" Division, which was
destroyed on the Eastern Front at Cherkassy (where Michely was wounded). The 389" also participated
in the battle for Stalingrad during the winter of 1942 -1943 (of which Michely was also a part). By the
time it was declared fit for combat, the352nd Volksgrenadier Division consisted of approximately
13,000 men, reflecting 98% of specified strength.11

According to Generalmajor Erich Otto Schmidt, Commander of the 352" VGD: “I took over the division
in October 1944. We continued to train until 15 November when we were moved to Bitburg, in the Eifel
region, where we continued to train and supplement our equipment. Near the end of November, the
division took over a section of the Westwall between Vianden and Echternach. 48 hours prior to the
attack on 16 December, the division was led to its jumping off points between Roth and Wallendorf.”*?
Generalmajor Schmidt continues: “The division was formed and equipped according to standard
specifications for Volksgrenadier divisions, with Ersatz troops drawn from navy and air force ranks.”*

Prior to the attack, Schmidt rated his troops:14

Enlisted Personnel: Age 23 -30, not enough training, no land or combat experience, not seen action.
Full strength.

Non-commissioned Officers: Mostly navy troops, most lack front experience. 75% strength.
Officers: Varied front experience. Full strength.
Infantry: Good fighting spirit in Regiments 914 and 915. Lacks training and front experience.

Equipment: Mostly complete. Missing 35% of radios for fire direction, 30% of assault guns, 25% assault
rifles.

In general terms, the 352" VGD was well equipped for 1944 but lacked in experience. The 352" was
made up of three infantry regiments (914"‘, 915" and 916”‘), an artillery regiment, one cavalry battalion,
one anti-tank battalion as well as anti-aircraft, engineer and signal battalions. At full strength, the
division made up about 13,000 troops.” Unteroffizier Erich Michely, veteran of two tours of duty on the

% http://spearhead1944.com/gerpg/ger352.htm

1 Gaul, Volume |, Page 22

© Schmidt, page 2

B Infantry Regiments 914 and 915 were formed from navy troops, while 916 was drawn from air force personnel.
See Appendix for detailed listing.

1 Schmidt, page 4

B see Appendix Il for detail



Eastern Front, was assigned to g (Heavy) Company, 2" Battalion, 915" Volksgrenadier Regiment, as a
light infantry gun crew leader.

The 915" Regimental History up to 16 December 1944

After being wounded near Cherkassy, Russia, in March of 1944, Michely was transferred to a hospital in
Lebach, Germany, near his home. After months of recovery and a brief period of leave, Michely
received orders to report to the 915" Volksgrenadier Regiment near the town of Flensburg in northern
Germany. It was during exercises in Flensburg that Michely was trained on using the 75mm infantry gun
he would later lead during the Ardennes Offensive. The 75 mm guns were of a brand new variety, likely
the 7.5 cm leichtes Infanterie Geschiitz 42. These guns were not mechanized, but drawn by horses and
were meant to be used as both light artillery as well as anti-tank weapons.

16

Each gun had a team of 4 horses and a crew of 7. “The names of the men on my crew were Otto,
Kirnbauer, Abendrot and Kraft. | don’t recall the rest of them.” As a gun crew leader, Unteroffizier
Michely was responsible for directing the gun’s fire and the welfare of his men and horses. “After
recovering from the gut shot wound at Cherkassy, | was able to convince the doctors that | was no
longer suited for service as an infantry soldier, as | had been in Russia. Personally, | simply didn’t think
I’d survive another turn as an infantry man.” He was given special training and binoculars to locate
targets and estimate range. Leading an artillery gun was an entirely new trade for Michely, who had
been a machine gunner in an infantry unit during his time in Russia. For the first time he was also issued
with the Wehrmacht’s new assault rifle, the MP44.

17

16 L exikon Der Wehrmacht



“Our regiment was spread out over several villages near Flensburg and we had little interaction with the
other companies. | only knew the men in my crew as well as the other gun crew leaders, with whom |
shared briefings.”® When we finished training in November, we assembled on some sort of parade
ground and were loaded on trains and began to head east. | wasn’t excited about the prospect of
heading back to Russia and didn’t think | would make it home alive from a third tour”, recalled Michely.
“We had made it to Poland but, sometime during the night, we must have changed direction. | was
sleeping and didn’t notice the change until one of the men screamed ‘Mannheim, we’re in Mannheim!’
| asked him if he’d lost his marbles before we’d even reached the front, but he insisted that we were
indeed in western Germany since he was from the area. Much to my surprise, he turned out to be
correct.” The train continued to the southwest, at one point even coming close to Michely’s home
town. “l asked the chief if | could go and visit my family for a few hours. He laughed and said ‘Michel®,
if I let you go, you’ll never come back.”” *® The train continued its journey to the West, along a route
taking the men through the ancient city of Trier to Bitburg until finally disembarking at Densborn, a
mere 35 kilometers from the Our river.

By 26 November, the 352" VGD had arrived in its assigned sector and began to occupy a portion of the
Westwall near the Bauler — Echternach security zone, with division headquarters in Bettingen.21
Michely’s company, after de-training at Densborn, continued on foot toward its assigned sector, near
the town of Seimerich, resting in the small village of Feilsdorf for several days. The time in the ready
area was spent with continued training as well as preparing positions for what appeared to be a
defensive winter position along the Our. Michely’s men were unaware of any looming offensive. “We
began working on a fortified position for ourselves along with the help of some Russian prisoners of war,
who were marched in to assist us daily. Special care was taken to ‘winter-proof’ our dugout as much as
possible, since we figured we’d be spending our time here defending the Our over the next few
months.” Michely also recalls assisting a local farmer with his late-fall apple harvest. “We used our
wagons to help him load and move the apples, most of which were on the ground by now. In return for
our assistance, we worked out a deal with the farmer where he was going to give us a share of the apple
Schnapps he was going to distill, so we could fortify ourselves for the winter too.”*

Although the average soldier in Michely’s unit appeared to have little clue as to their mission, signs were
beginning to point to something big. “There were several occurrences, prior to the Division being
informed of the planned offensive, which pointed to an impending large-scale combat action — but it
was unclear who would be conducting the attack”, recalls Schmidt. “It was seemingly a miracle to all

Y http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sturmgewehr_44.jpg

'® Author’s note: There were 4 le. I.G. 42 75 mm infantry guns in the company. Each gun was led by a non-
commissioned officer (Unteroffiziere Grau, Lemke, Mizera and Michely).

Y Erich Michely’s nickname

20 Although Michely had thought about deserting, he knew that his family would be punished for his actions — a
common practice near war’s end. He did, however, promise his father to attempt to go into captivity as soon as it
was safely possible.

2 Gaul, Volume |, page 52

2 Michely’s fondness for apples and Schnapps continues to this day



those involved that the Americans did not discover the offensive.”®” Schmidt himself was informed of
the attack in early December. The division was now tasked with several preparatory actions for the
offensive, including the transport and delivery of all ammunition and bridge building materials inside the
5 kilometer restricted area within its assigned sector. This task was to be conducted at night and by
means of horses.”* Additionally, pathways were marked for troop movements, artillery positions
prepared and supplies were deposited and camouflaged, intended for the first wave of attack. The
troops themselves weren’t told of their mission until 6 hours before the attack was to begin.”> The 915™
regiment was to cross the river Our near Gentingen, the 916" near Ammeldingen and the 914" was to
be in reserve.

5 Departure positions and directions of
§; attack of units of the LXXXV. A.K.
Stolzembourg & 5 on December 16, 1944
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The Battle Begins

16 December, 1944

At 0530 HRS, German artillery opened up along the entire 352" sector, catching the Americans by
complete surprise. Roland Gaul describes the initial barrage in his book: “The actual ‘firestorm’ was to
begin at 5:30 AM from all weapons on the whole attack front (Monschau to Echternach) and consist of
three waves of 10 minutes each; only after that should the specific firing missions be carried out.”*®
Generalmajor Schmidt reports: “352" VGD was ordered to cross the river Our on 16 December at 0530
HRS between Roth and Wallendorf and move to take the (river Sauer, author) crossings at Ettelbruck
and Diekirch as quickly as possible...The attacking troops were instructed to bypass enemy strong points
and advance to the Sauer quickly.”*

On the opposite bank of the Our, American GI's were dazed by the opening barrage but quickly began to
organize a defense. Captain Embert Fossum, in charge of L Company, 109" Infantry Regiment, 28" Us

Division, was positioned directly across the river from the 916" VGR. Years later, Fossum recalled:

27 Quarrie, Volume 12, page 19
28 Gaul, Volume |, page 50
%% Schmidt, Project 22, page 8



“Company L, 109" Infantry, was the southernmost unit of the 28" Division when the German attack hit.
Although the front was too wide to be adequately defended — approximately two miles — the ground it
occupied was admirably adaptable for a defensive situation...During the [German’s] initial artillery
preparation, which aroused the company at 0600 HRS on the 16" the house where L company’s
command post was located received a direct hit from both conventional artillery and Nebelwerfer

» 30

rockets, which set it afire. At dawn, the first waves of German infantry began assaulting L Company’s

foxholes on the western shore of the river, but were unsuccessful in dislodging the Americans.

Following its orders to bypass enemy strong points, advance units of the 915" crossed the Our by means
of rafts, rubber boats, floats and footbridges.31 The troops moved quickly and by nightfall had reached a

wooded area near Bastendorf. Historian Bruce Quarrie describes the 915"

s move: “Screened by the
mist which aided all of Seventh Armee’s assault companies, the leading two battalions fortuitously
struck at the junction between the US 109" Regiment’s 2" Battalion, whose Company E was in Fuhren,
and the 3" Battalion’s Company | deployed in front of Bettendorf. There was a 2,000-yard gap in
between the American positions which the Volksgrenadiers exploited, advancing unopposed through

Longsdorf and Tandel.”*

The town of Bastendorf, as well as Longsdorf and Tandel remained in enemy
hands.®* When asked about his role during the first few hours of the offensive, Michely struggles to
remember specifics, but it is unlikely that his company was part of the first wave across the Our. At
Gentingen, the 352" Engineer Battalion was working feverishly on completing a makeshift bridge across

the river, capable of transporting the division’s heavy weapons, artillery and supplies.
17 December

By the next morning, the 915" still remained strung out, with its advance elements near Bastendorf and
its heavy weapons, including Michely’s company, still awaiting the completion of the makeshift bridge
across the Our. The regiment also suffered its first setback, losing its regimental commander,
Oberstleutnant Johannes Drawe to a wound near Tandel. According to his personal diary, Drawe recalls:
”Sunday, 12/16/1944: 0430 HRS: went on duty. 0530: Began to fire. 0900; Personally crossed over and
went on to Longsdorf. In Longsdorf 1300, command post set up. During the day directed following
units; artillery commander and VB had no radio contact with firing batteries until 1800...Sunday,
12/17/1944: No supplies, no reports; 916 also in town. Constant medium-caliber harassing fire.
Reconnaissance fails. 0730 commenced to move command post to Tandel. 0830: fighting in Tandel.
Around 0900 wounded.”** The regiment now also faced stiffening resistance and was unable to clear
Bastendorf, portions of Tandel and Longsdorf until later in the day, when it was taken by the division’s
reserve regiment, the 914" % By evening, engineers finally completed the bridge at Gentingen and
heavy weapons and vehicles were allowed to cross. Although he does not recall, it is likely that
Michely’s unit was among those to use the bridge at this time.

30 Fossum, page 10

31 Gaul, Volume !, 55

*? Quarrie, page 34

3 Schmidt, Project 22, page 9
3 Gaul, Volume |, page 77

» Schmidt, Project 22, page 10



Meanwhile, units of the 109" Infantry continued to resist the attack, but were beginning to feel the

‘

effect of their losses. “...with an abundance of artillery support, L Company managed to beat back every
attack [but] all of this was not done without considerable loss, both killed and wounded. And on the
17" all available manpower, including the company’s kitchen personnel, was brought up and put in the

»3¢ Reinforced in this manner, Company L continued to hold its position along the heights

line.
overlooking the Our, determined to slow the progress of the 916" and direct artillery fire on the river

crossings.

Elsewhere, the remainder of the 109" Regiment was engaged in firefights all along its sector, stalling the
attack but sustaining heavy losses.

18 December

As the advance troops of the 915" continued to wait near Bastendorf, Michely and his men made steady
progress toward them. “We often moved cross-country, following the infantry and providing fire
support where needed. | think we were also afraid to stay on the roads for too long, for fear of
American [P-38] Lightnings.” Hindered by the rough terrain, the men were often forced to assist the
horses in moving the guns. Many of the details of 8/915 route and events along the way have long left
Michely’s memory, but several anecdotal stories remain. “The infantry at the front of the column
needed artillery support and we had to get our guns up the hill to help them. The hill was so steep that
we had to turn the guns around, with their barrels facing forward, hook all the horses to one gun at a
time and push it up the slope ourselves. Eventually, we managed to get all four of them up the hill.”
Michely continues: “I believe it was near Tandel where we came across two US tanks, unaware of our
presence. We were looking down at them from an elevated position and our guns knocked both of

737 Given the horse-drawn means of

them out. | don’t recall if any of the crew managed to get out.
transportation, Michely’s company always seemed to lag behind the advance infantry troops and thus
avoided much of the combat they faced. “We maybe fired a dozen rounds or so throughout the entire

Ardennes campaign.”

Entering the third day, the German attack was beginning to gain ground and force the American 109" to
fall back. 1°and 3" Battalion (Companies A and K) linked up and organized along the high ground south
of Longsdorf, where K Company continued to face heavy attacks, resulting in the loss of an entire
platoon to captivity. Company A, supported by one platoon of armor, attempted to fight its way into
Fuhren to relieve Company E, 2" Battalion, only to find the town empty and void of friendly troops and
the command post burned to the ground.*®

Company L was facing similar setbacks. “Shortly after noon on the third day, 18 December, the
company was ordered, via [radio] to fall back to Bettendorf, the location of 3 Battalion headquarters.
This was accomplished with considerable difficulty and some casualties, as a limited penetration in |

3 Fossum, page 11

3" The author has been unable to confirm the loss of two tanks near Tandel throughout his research, but believes
the story to be true.

%109™ Infantry Regiment December 1944 AAR, page 5



Company’s sector to the north enabled the enemy to cover the road back with automatic weapons

fire.”®

The company now took up defensive positions around Bettendorf, allowing the rest of the
battalion to slip to the rear under cover of darkness to join the rest of the regiment in a newly selected

defensive position on the high ground north and east of Diekirch.*
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19 December

Throughout the night, L Company fell back to Diekirch as well, following the remainder of the battalion
along the same route, one platoon at a time. The last group to leave Bettendorf assisted members of
Company A, 103" Engineer Combat Battalion to blow both bridges over the Sauer after crossing.*?

Meanwhile, after three days of continued movement, German units finally managed to link up with the
915" near Bastendorf. “The division regained the ability to operate as a whole after linking with the
915™ Regiment,” according to Generalmajor Schmidt.*® It is likely that Michely’s unit had now joined the
rest of his battalion in Bastendorf., where he had his first close call of the offensive. “l remember being
in front of the church in Bastendorf. The church had a large wooden entrance door, flanked by two
walls on either side. As a front-soldier, one develops a certain sense, perhaps instinct, and often acts
without thinking. By this time, | was able to tell if incoming artillery fire was going to be close or land at
a safe distance. | heard the round come in and instinctively jumped into the entrance of the church,
even though the protection of the flanking walls was closer. The round detonated behind the wall,
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where it would have surely killed me, had | been there. To this day, | don’t know why | chose the door

for cover instead.”**

Having finally regained its combat-effectiveness, the 915" quickly joined in the attack on the vital town
of Diekirch, 2 miles south of Bastendorf. Company L, 109" Infantry Regiment, along with 1 and 2™
Battalion, had by now formed a defensive perimeter around the town, determined to stop the German
advance. “The new position near Diekirch was held through the next day, 19 December, but was
subjected to repeated attacks of both infantry and tanks. In a limited counter attack, directed toward
the German road block which had cut the main road back [from Bettendorf], L Company’s first platoon
captured 81 prisoners. In spite of these successes, by nightfall it was apparent that the regiment’s new
mission of covering the flank of CCA, 9" Armored Division, could not be accomplished from this position,
and another withdrawal to the south bank of the river [Sauer] at Ettelbruck was ordered.” This
movement began after dark at a cost of 30 casualties from German artillery fire. When the company
finally crossed the river, the bridge was blown and the night was spent digging in along the river bank
through the town. *

When Michely’s company entered Diekirch, many of the men, poorly equipped for cold weather and
hungry from lack of supplies, helped themselves to whatever they could find in the abandoned US
positions. “The Americans threw more food away than we were issued,” recalls Michely. “We ate like
kings from the rations we found in their supply depots and fighting positions.” Michely always appeared
to be on the lookout for food, something perhaps learned from the misery of the Russian front. “I could
smell freshly baked bread as we entered some of the houses and knew that it was unlikely that anyone
would bake bread without also having some meat nearby. Being a farm boy myself, | decided to take a
look around, along with my buddy, Obergefreiter Abendrot.” Contemporary Luxembourg homes often
had a large chimney, which would form the centerpiece of the kitchen. Not only was it used for cooking
and heating, but also for storage and slow smoking of cured meats, such as ham and sausages. “I
decided to climb up into the chimney and found it to be ‘loaded’ with meat. The younger, or ‘green’
meat would typically be lower while the finished product would be higher up. As | climbed up higher, |
must have knocked an entire green ham off its hook, because | heard a loud thump, followed by a
scream. When | looked down, | saw Abendrot holding his head, where the ham had obviously made its
impact. Nonetheless, despite the near loss of a comrade due to a falling piece meat, we managed to
‘liberate’ an entire ham and some sausages, along with a crate of eggs.”

While Michely’s abilities as a scrounger kept his men well fed, they also exposed the polar opposites of
an old-salt front soldier and a newly commissioned officer. Leutnant Clement was assigned to Michely’s
infantry gun platoon as a forward observer and was fresh out of officer’s school. On several occasions,
he and Michely had minor disagreements, typically resulting from Michely’s perceived lax sense of
discipline. Despite being an instinctively proficient combat soldier, Michely never excelled at barracks-
style discipline. After ‘liberating’ the ham and eggs, Michely’s gun and carriage looked more like a

* It was this story which sparked the entire research project for the author. After hearing it for the first time in
September 2008, the author decided to drive to Bastendorf to take pictures of the church and find out if any shell
damage remained. As it turned out, a new church was built in 1948, replacing the old one.

45 Fossum, page 13



butcher shop than a combat weapon, with sausages hanging from the gun barrel. “Clement noticed our
assortment of meats and chewed us out, asking how we expected to fight a war in such conditions. He
ordered us to throw away the food and to make sure we were combat-ready.” Being the old-salt,
Michely instructed one of his men to trail behind as he and the rest of the soldiers unloaded their
bounty into the ditch. Thanks to his plan, the trailing soldier managed to gather much of the loot after
the lieutenant had left. “Later that night, we fried up some eggs and ham to eat. The delicious smell
must have attracted the lieutenant, because he came by and asked what we were doing —and then

IH

asked us if he could have some of our mea

The quest for a full stomach continues throughout Michely’s anecdotes. On another occasion, his men
pulled into a small patch of woods to rest. Hungry and tired, Abendrot immediately began to fry up
some of his eggs, while Michely and the rest of the men dug foxholes for themselves, in case of enemy
artillery fire. “All of a sudden, incoming rounds started falling around us and | made a leap toward my
foxhole — only to find it already occupied by Abendrot, who was also holding his pan of eggs. | had no
choice but to climb in on top of him!” According to Michely, both men, and more importantly, their
eggs, survived the barrage.

Unbeknownst to the Germans, 19 December also marked the day on which the expected US
counterattack began to take shape. Commanded by General Patton, US Third Army, consisting of two
Army Corps (lll and XIl) had managed to change its direction of movement from due east to due north
and was beginning to reach its forward assembly areas near Luxembourg city, less than 20 miles away.
The movement was the result of a meeting of General Eisenhower’s senior leadership in Verdun on the
morning of the 18™.% On a collision course with the 352" VGD was the US 80" Division, commanded by
General McBride. At dawn on the 19", the 80™ Infantry Division had started for Luxembourg City.
Company L, 319" Infantry Regiment mounted 2 % ton trucks near Hoelling, France at 1400 HRS and
marched approximately three miles to a regimental convoy staging area, where serials are formed for
the motor march to Luxembourg. Departure for the “Grand Duchy” commences at 2000 HRS with the
entire regiment moving out en masse.”” Similar movements are simultaneously occurring across the
remainder of the division’s regiments. T/5 John Balas, member of L Company’s HQ recalls the ride:
“We were told that there was some kind of breakthrough up north, issued a blanket a piece and loaded
on trucks. This turned out to be “The Bulge’. We started from a rainy somewhat autmn [sic] day to a
blinding snowstorm at the end of the trip. As we mounted up we were told not to get off the trucks,
period; if we had to go to the bathroom, it was to be off the tailgate of the truck. No stopping for
anything. That was the most miserable ride | ever had.”*®

6 Quarrie, Volume 13, page 16
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20 December

Unaware of the American reinforcements, the mission of the 352" VGD was now to take possession of
the river crossings at Ettelbruck, having already captured Diekirch. Upon taking possession of Diekirch,
the left flank of the German attacking units discovered its bridge only to be damaged, not destroyed,
allowing both infantry and heavy weapons to cross. It was decided to take advantage of this situation
and use the 916" to cross the river Sauer in an effort to attack the strongly defended town of Ettelbruck
from behind.*

By now, realizing the dangerous nature of its unprotected left flank, the 28™ US Division commander
ordered the 109" Regiment to roll back with the 9" Armored. After pivoting to the south, the 109" had
formed a line, generally facing north, at right angles to its original position, on the high ground south of
Ettelbruck.®® 3rd Battalion’s task is to cover the left flank of this line and is broken into three units,
which were to be positioned at major road junctions to the west of this line. | Company is reinforced
and moved to the village of Feulen. K Company, also reinforced, moves to Mertzig. Battalion
headquarters is set up at Michelbuch. L Company is reinforced®, renamed “Task Force L” and ordered
to move 7 miles southwest and occupy the town of Grosbous.>

MAP "G’ N

109+« INFANTRY
LUXE MBOURG
20:-BECEMBER" [94-4

FEULEN

Scale 1:25,000
anes 000 seo 1000

WEEEE‘I‘:J

- e H £

'z 3

Azt iy

VICHTEN

SCHANDEL

53

* Schmidt, page 11
50

Fossum, page 8
> See Appendix Il
> Fossum, page 13
53

Fossum



Bypassing Ettelbruck, advance units of the 915" began probing attacks on | Company’s positions near
Feulen almost immediately, while the remainder of the regiment, along with Michely’s unit surrounded
the town of Ettelbruck. Michely’s own position at this time is unclear but is likely on the high ground to
the north of the town, as his platoon’s mission was to provide artillery support to the units attacking
Ettelbruck.

21 December

Continuing its attacks on Ettelbruck, the 352" VDG was finally able to capture the town, but found the
bridge over the Sauer destroyed. According to Generalmajor Schmidt, the bridge was quickly repaired
and the division’s infantry regiments are brought across and order to move out to their next objectives
the following morning. The orders were as follows: 915" to move on Bettborn along the Feulen —
Mertzig axis, 914" to move to Usseldingen along Michelbuch — Vichten axis and 916" to move due
south.>

At around 1000 HRS, 1st Battalion, while fighting off several probing German attacks, managed to
capture a German officer who carried an operational map outlining the mission of the 352nd and
providing the Americans with valuable intelligence.>

Meanwhile, | Company continued to defend Feulen but was forced to withdraw, opening the road to
Mertzig. The company retreated to the south-west, occupying the wooded heights running parallel to
the road, tying in with 1st Battalion on the right and 3rd Battalion’s K Company on the left. Taking
advantage of the open road, elements of the 915th, consisting of infantry and armor, pressed on against
Mertzig and forced K Company to retreat to the south, astride the road to Michelbuch.’® At 2100 HRS, a
scouting patrol from the 915th advanced as far as the outskirts of Grosbous, 2 miles west of Mertzig,
where it was met by Task Force L and repulsed, resulting in 31 dead.”” By nightfall, the 915™ was now
firmly in control of Mertzig, but unable to take Grosbous. Its heavy weapons and trains remained
behind, ready to join them the following morning.>®

Continuing its move to the north, the US 80" Division now began to arrive in the area. Lieutenant
Colonel Elliot Heston, commanding officer of the 3™ Battalion, 319" Infantry reported: “On the morning
of the 21, the battalion received orders to move to Brouch, about 16 kilometers northwest of the city
of Luxembourg. The high ground in the vicinity of Brouch and Buschdorf was occupied, with the
battalion defending to the north. During the night of the 21* orders were received to attack to the
north at dawn the next morning until contact was made with the enemy, which was expected to be in
the vicinity of Mertzig.”*® The 319" would pass through the lines of Colonel Rudder’s 109" Regiment

> Schmidt, Project 22, page 11
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and relieve the tired troops. CT 319 moved by shuttle to its designated areas and cleared them at 1715

HRS, after which they posted local security and made preparations for the advance.®

The pieces were now in place for the American counterattack on the exposed left flank of the 915™
Volksgrenadier Regiment.

 Murrell, page 43
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Mertzig, 22 December 1944

MAERZEG
2000

The village of Mertzig stretches along its Rue Principale, in a slight south-westerly direction 2 miles west
of Niederfeulen and 1.5 miles east of Grosbous, 15 miles north of Luxembourg City. The road runs along
a valley, bordered by fields to the north and wooded hills and the River Wark to the south, set several
hundred yards away. Several buildings, located in the very center of Mertzig in 1944, intersected by
roads leading to the north (Rue de Merscheid) and south (Rue de Michelbuch) remain there today, with
little change®. By the evening of 21 December 1944, 1% and 3" pattalion of 915 VGR had pushed
through Feulen, taken Mertzig after a brief fight with K Company, 3/109 and established a HKL**, facing
south and west. Scouting elements advanced as far as Grosbous but came under fire from Task Force L
around 2100 HRS. Halting for the night, 915 VGR was now preparing to continue its offensive
operations, with 1* and 3" pattalions moving toward Grosbous and 2" pattalion preparing to head

62 Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette. Rue de Michelbuch runs along the bottom of the image, while Rue
Principale stretches from bottom-right to top-left. The first three building along the right side of Rue Prinicpale are
Maison Weis, the machine house and the saw mill. Hotel Schammel is on the left side of Rue Principale, first house
on bottom-right corner.

® see Appendix V for map
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south, in the direction of Michelbuch. gt Company, 2/915 was trailing behind, along with the
regimental trains, in the general vicinity of Feulen.

After only a few hours of sleep, the company was told to water and feed the horse and move out,
heading west in the dark. Moving quietly, soldiers walking and horses pulling the guns, the men
advanced along the Feulen-Mertzig road, unaware of the Americans, who were dug in along the tree
line to the south. By daybreak, and with Mertzig in sight, mortars and artillery began to fall, as |
Company, 3/109 became aware of the Germans. “We came under fire as we entered Mertzig, but
managed to reach the village without any casualties”.®> Being an experienced front soldier, Michely
knew that the threat of artillery would diminish as soon as his men would reach cover and were out of

sight of the forward artillery observer who had spotted them.

To the men, Mertzig looked as though it had been deserted in a hurry, both by the civilian population as
well as the Americans. Not having been resupplied in days and feeling relatively safe, the platoon left its
guns and horses in the street (in front of Hotel Schammel) and began to explore the surrounding
buildings. Entering the hotel on the south side of the street, the men found the dining room empty but
the beer taps full, and immediately began serving themselves. It was now mid-morning and snow
started to fall. Little did Michely know that 22 December 1944 was to be his last day in combat.

§ BOFFERDING
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Michely
66 Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette. Image shows Hotel Schammel in 2008. Point of view is looking east,
along the main road. Michely’s guns were parked facing the viewer, along the front of the building, just prior to
the attack.



Earlier that morning, advance liaison officers of the US 80™ Division made contact with their
counterparts from the 28" and immediately coordinated moving the 317", 318" and 319" Infantry
Regiments through the lines and attack to the north, along the Luxembourg — Ettelbruck highway axis.
Supported by units from the 702" Tank Battalion and the 610" Tank Destroyer battalion, 3rd Battalion
of the 319" Infantry Regiment was given the order to move north from Vichten into the direction of
Michelbuch and attack Mertzig from the south. Moving cautiously, 3/319 had made steady progress
and was now arriving at the heights, overlooking the village.

While his men were celebrating in the hotel bar, Michely explored the remainder of the building,
liberating copious amounts of beer and wine. It is unclear why Michely did not take part in the feast but
during many conversations with the author, he expressed having developed a sixth sense while on the
Eastern Front®” — a sense which had saved his life on several occasions. “On one end of the building was
a bowling alley, with clear views to the south. To my horror, | saw American troops descending from the
ridgeline only a few hundred yards away. Our guns were still harnessed to the horses and no defensive
positions or security had been established. The men were completely unaware until artillery began to
fall into the street moments later.” Michely had just seen the beginning of the attack by 3/319, with
companies K and L abreast and M (Weapons) in reserve.

“As we rushed into the street, we discovered that several of our horses had already been killed or
wounded by artillery and others, cut loose and frightened, we running off into the direction of the
attack, trailing behind them the wagons containing our ammunition supplies. For a moment | thought
about using my weapon to shoot the horses and keep them from ‘surrendering’, but | didn’t.” The men
now attempted to make the guns ready to fire, despite the completely exposed positions in the road. “I
was running from gun to gun when a tank appeared next to the dairy building, only a few hundred yards
away. Gefreiter Erich Otto’s gun and crew were completely exposed in the intersection of Rue
Principale and Rue de Merscheid but were determined to knock out the tank.” The next events
happened in a matter of seconds. “l could see the turret of the tank turning into the direction of the
exposed gun and screamed at Otto and his men to take cover as | dove into the front door of a house. |
don’t know if it was the tank or a direct hit by artilleryeg, but when | looked at the gun, | saw the flash of
an explosion with pieces of the gun and its crew flying through the air.” The gun and its crew, Gefreiter
Otto and Obergefreiter Kirnbauer, were gone in an instant.

*7 Author’s note: Michely was also quite displeased at having his meal ‘interrupted’ by the attack.
% Author’s note: Michely later recalled a second tank, moving west-to-east along Rue Principale. It is plausible that
Gefr.Otto’s gun and crew were killed by a round from this second tank.



The attack on Mertzig was conducted by the 3" battalion of the US 319" Infantry Regiment and
documented in its official regimental history.

“The mission of CT 319 was to continue the attack to the north. The 1% and 3" battalions jumped off
into the attack at 0600. At 0735 leading elements of the 3" battalion had reached their first objective
meeting little resistance. At 0800 the 1*' battalion had also met no resistance. At the same hour (0800)
the 3" battalion had placed elements in Vichten where the 109" Infantry of the US 28" Division was
stationed. At 0910 the 3" battalion entered Michelbuch and gained contact with the enemy. At 1000
the 1* battalion reported no contact with the enemy. The 3" pattalion cleared Michelbuch and
prepared to move on Mertzig with companies L and K (on the right) abreast at 1010. At 1040 one
platoon of Company C, 702" Tank Battalion entered Mertzig and at 1100 companies K and L reached the
high ground in the vicinity meeting no resistance. At 1145 1* battalion advanced and met small enemy
patrols. At 1205 the 3" pattalion was in Mertzig receiving considerable enemy small arms fire and light
artillery.””®

6 Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette. Image shows Rue Principale in 1944, looking east. Maison Weis is on the
left, the dairy building on the right. Obergefreiter Otto and Gefreiter Kirnbauer died in the intersection
immediately past the second building on the right.
70
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Sgt. Hanright, a platoon sergeant in K Company, 319" recalls the attack on the village. “We moved out
from our positions overlooking the Mertzig from the south at around 1100 HRS. Our company was on
the right flank of the attack and quickly covered the open ground between the tree line and the houses
on the edge of the main road. We reached a house (which | later found out to be the mayor’s house)
with a fenced-in yard and three or four concrete steps leading up to the front door (Maison Rausch).
Upon entering the house, we found a set of stairs to the basement and | was about to throw in a
grenade when | heard a sound which made me stop. | eventually took 22 or 23 German prisoners who
had been hiding in the basement’.” Upon clearing the house, Sgt. Hanright’s platoon turned east and
continued clearing houses along Rue Principale, using a captured German officer to encourage more
troops to surrender.

Company L experienced similar events. T/5 Balas recalls: “About 0300 (22 December, author) we were
abruptly awakened by the Sarge and had a hot breakfast. Then, we marched through the snow to the
front lines. This was roughly a 20 mile hike with full equipment...After hours of walking, we came to the
last elements of the rear guard (109" Infantry Regiment, author) on a ridge dug in among some
trees...Down below in the valley we could see a cluster of buildings with a road leading away...After a
friendly barrage of mortars and artillery, we attacked, surprising the Krauts...””

Private Krehbiel, a newly arrived replacement from 2" Platoon continues: “By early afternoon we
arrived on some high ground overlooking a village in a valley, but as | remember, the slope into the town
wasn’t really steep. As we jumped off, | recall our platoon leader, Lieutenant Nauss, double timed us
over some open ground to the right of the Company into the cover of some trees’>. However, the
Krauts began firing on us and we sustained a casualty or two on the open ground before we managed to
secure a foothold in the first buildings.””*

As the Americans continued to attack, the situation in the street became increasingly dangerous and
untenable for Unteroffizier Michely and his men. Having lost their horses, at least one gun and most of
their ammunition (except for the 4 or 5 ready-rounds kept with each gun), the men decided what to do
next. “We abandoned all but one of the remaining guns and pushed it up a street to the right of a large
farm house (the farmhouse was Maison Weis and the street was likely Rue de Merscheid, author). By
the time we reached the top of the hill, a few hundred yards to the north, we realized that the gun had a
flat tire and its sighting mechanism had been damaged.””® It is unclear whether the men managed to
push the gun along the road or along a small path behind several farm houses directly to the east of the
road. Given the buildings’ location, both routes offered much needed cover from the enemy fire, which
by now also included direct fire from heavy .50 caliber machine guns. “We reached a small, free-
standing house at the top of the hill (25 Rue de Merscheid’®) and decided to return fire with our

. Hanright
7 Krehbiel, page 113
73 Author’s note: Based on research, the open ground may have been the meadow immediately west and south of
the dairy building, with trees running parallel to Rue de Michelbuch.
74 .
Krehbiel, page 114
7> Michely
% see Appendix



remaining gun, as we now had a direct line of sight over the top of the houses along the main road and
into the tree line from which the Americans were advancing. Since the gun sight was destroyed, we
bore-sighted the gun and took aim at some of the truck-mounted heavy machine guns. In order to
better direct our fire, | positioned myself under the barrel of the gun, lying prone and using my
binoculars to spot the enemy. Our first shot unleashed a hornet’s nest. Never in my life had |

17

experienced such intense machine gun fire, not even in Stalingrad!” Michely continues: “Rounds were
impacting all around me, but, luckily, they must have been poor shots, since most of them appeared to
be aimed high. Nonetheless, | was trapped under the gun, unable to move and marveling at the sheer
amount of fire power and ammunition they must have had available to them — they had more
ammunition per machine gun than we had for our entire regiment!” Using his experience, Michely
waited until the enemy machine gun crew had to change ammunition belts or barrels. “As soon as there
was a lull in the fire, we took the opportunity to fall back. There was a door to the basement of the
house, with two metal flaps parallel to the ground. We opened the door and found ourselves in a small,
perhaps 10’ by 10" basement room with a vaulted ceiling. There were 7 or 8 of us in the room.””” The
men in the basement were members of the platoon, but not of Michely’s gun crew. “l can’t say for
certain how long we were in the basement, but we could hear the machine gun rounds hitting the walls

of the house. We decided to make our way toward the center of the village.”

Shortly after leaving the basement, the group encountered Leutnant Clement, the platoon’s VB or
forward observer, along with his runner. Clement was young and had only recently graduated from
officer school. “He was 19 or 20 years old and had little or no experience in combat, other than what he
had learned in school. After fighting in Russia, house-to-house combat was something | was quite

familiar with.””®

Michely continues: “I realized the situation was hopeless and told Leutnant Clement
that my war was over and that | intended to surrender to the Americans at the earliest and safest
opportunity. | suggested that he and the rest of the men should do the same.” Leutnant Clement
disagreed and ordered that the men attempt a breakout to the northeast in order to join the rest of the
battalion. Michely did not think that a breakout attempt was feasible. “Where are we going to go?
They’ll shoot us like rabbits!” Upon hearing Michely’s refusal, Clement warned him that he would report
him to the company commander and court-martial him for desertion.”” “Before you can do that, you
have to survive first,” countered Michely. “Against our advice, Leutnant Clement and his runner then
decided to head out, attempting to cross the open meadow east of Rue de Merscheid. After only about
35 yards, | witnessed Clement get hit and tumble over, dead. His runner was shot through the collar of

his greatcoat while another bullet merely grazed him in the neck — but was otherwise unharmed.”®

7 On 22 December 2008, Michely returned to Mertzig and was able to locate the basement room which had once
saved his life. The ceiling had changed, but the metal flap doors covering the entrance were still there and he
recognized it immediately.

78 Michely

7 author’s note: An avid opponent to war then and now, Michely always maintained the righteousness of his
decision to surrender and does not see his decision as desertion. To him, the insanity of continuing an already lost
war was not worth his own death. The decision to surrender was made by each individual member of the platoon
and of their own free will.

% | eutnant Clement is still officially listed as “missing”. Michely also told the author about being upset that he had
been forced to give Clement his “good” compass earlier, which was now also lost.



Leutnant Clement’s death now made Unteroffizier Michely the highest-ranking remaining soldier in the
platoon.

The decision was now made to move toward the Americans in an effort to surrender®'. Michely advised
his troops not to shoot, under any circumstances. Making their way down along Rue de Merscheid, the
men found a gate in the wall separating them from the park-like area behind Maison Weis and were
soon within the cover of the row of buildings along the Rue Principale, in complete defilade from the fire
coming from the tree line along the ridge across the Wark. In 1944, the terrain was open, with several
trees, small ponds and a small brook, the Turelbach. Facing south, the men were behind three buildings,
with the Maison Weis on the left, the saw mill on the right and the machine house in the center. The
machine house was adjacent to the brook and contained the components needed to drive the saw
mill.2> The men entered the machine house and made their way into the basement. “There were long
concrete corridors and all kinds of machinery, which must have been connected to the saw mill”,
Michely recalls. “We could see logs outside, by looking through windows on the south side of the
basement. Crawling over the logs were ‘Amis’, advancing toward us. | could clearly see their legs and

short rifles (carbines, author).”

e ~— —~— —

8 Author’s note: There appeared to be a lull in the fighting, or at least the amount of incoming fire had decreased
substantially.

82 Author’s note: Neither the machine house nor the saw mill exist today. The machine house was torn down in
the 1970’s and in its place (and the former saw mill) is now the Centre Turelbach, a community center. Maison
Weis still remains and is Mertzig’s village hall today.

8 Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette. The house in the center is the machine house. The background also
clearly shows the high ground and tree line from which the 319" attacked.



What happened next is unclear and has likely suffered in detail by the passage of 64 years. During one
conversation with the author, Michely recalls: “There were perhaps 8 or 10** of us in the basement. |
knew the men were from my platoon, but none of them were part of my gun’s crew. We could see the
Americans advancing cautiously over the logs. | don’t think they saw us yet. | told them (my men,
author) not to shoot under any circumstances. Someone fired a shot at the Americans, dropping one Gl.
| couldn’t tell who had fired due to the dim light in the room and no one took responsibility for the shot
during my ensuing tirade.” The remaining Americans took cover and possibly returned fire. Somehow,
according to Michely, “we heard them call for a flame thrower and decided that we needed to surrender

immediately.”®

Michely told the men that now was the time to surrender and that he wasn’t going to
force anyone to hold out. Each man was free to decide. Two of the men climbed up the stairs with their
hands in the air — only to be fired upon immediately. Unharmed, the men jumped back into the
basement and screamed “Michel, they don’t want to take us prisoner!” Michely angrily screamed back
at the men. “What do you expect after the asshole shot at them?” Michely now realized that the
responsibility for the men was his, since he was the highest-ranking soldier. Frightened, he saw no other
option but to lead the men up the stairs. “We would have died in that basement for sure. | took my
MP43 and my binoculars and threw them over a wall behind which | heard the sounds of running
water®®. | assumed it was the small stream we saw on our way and wanted to make sure that the
Americans wouldn’t get my weapon and glasses. Raising my hands over my head, | climbed up a steep
set of steps leading to the outside.®” At the top of the steps was a US soldier, pointing his rifle at me. |
remember tripping while climbing up the stairs with my hands over my head and falling forward.
Instinctively, | reached out and grabbed the ankles of the soldier to stop my fall. They must have
thought | was trying to pull him into the basement, for | immediately received a blow to the back of my
head by an unseen soldier’s rifle butt. He hit me so hard that | saw stars.”

Despite the fall, Michely and his men managed to climb out of the basement and surrendered. “I
remember seeing tanks and a lot of troops. We were searched and lined up against a wall. | had told
the men to remove any articles of US clothing they might have on them, as many of them had taken
advantage of the warm winter clothing we found in abandoned US supply depots. One of the men must
not have heeded the warning as, all of a sudden, a shot rang out and he was killed.” It is unclear
whether this was due to him wearing a Gl’s coat or an act of revenge. “l thought they were going to kill

|”

us all”, Michely remembers, “but then an officer appeared, gesturing wildly. | couldn’t understand what

he was saying, but no more prisoners were killed after that.”

8 Michely’s recollection. He does not know whether Leutnant Clement’s runner was with them or not.

¥ Author’s note: One of Michely’s men was Polish and claimed to have heard the American troops request a flame
thrower. Whether he spoke English or whether there were Polish-speaking GI’s remains unclear.

¥ The machine house contained a paddle wheel, driven by the Turelbach, which was re-routed through the
basement for this purpose.

¥ Authors’ note: According to research, these steps were on the northwest corner of the building.



After the lineup, the remaining men were assembled and transported to Mersch. Michely was elated at
being alive and remembers meeting another “old salt” non-commissioned officer from his unit along the
way. “We had both been through combat in Russia and were happy to have survived this one”. After
being processed in Mersch, the POW’s were loaded into railway cars and transported into captivity.
After several months in camps near Normandy, France, Erich Michely would return home to his family
on November 13", 1945 — his 22" birthday.

88 Image courtesy Fernand Pletschette



By nightfall on 22 December, the Germans held the north end of the town, with the Americans firmly
dug in on the south.

While all of this took place, two additional elements of the 915" met unexpected attacks as well. By
1000 HRS, as the snowfall began to lessen, outposts from Task Force L, who by now had moved to
positions on the high ground overlooking the road from Mertzig to Grosbous, observed a large column
of enemy infantry and vehicles on the move toward Grosbous.”® The column stretched for almost a mile
and a half and consisted of several artillery pieces, vehicles, infantry and two light tanks, apparently
completely unaware of Task Force L’s presence a mere 1,300 yards away.”” The entire column was
destroyed with direct and indirect fire from Task Force L and the 108" Field Artillery Battalion. The
result of the 20 minute ambush was the complete destruction of the 915" spearhead, at the cost of

one wounded soldier for Task Force L.*

Just as the advance units were being destroyed, the tail end of the 915" also met its end — at the hands
of 1% Battalion, 319" Infantry Regiment. The heavy weapons and supply trains were moving along the

8 Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette. German POW'’s (likely from the 915" regiment) await transport into
captivity in Mertzig.

%0 Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette

ot Fossum, page 31

% Fossum, page 32

3 Fossum, page 33



road from Feulen to Mertzig in almost parade-ground-like formation when 1/319 began its attack north
across the road. The result was complete destruction. Corporal Clement Good remembers driving along
the road later that night: “As driver for the division artillery’s HQ battery commander, | often had to
drive along the roads at night to deliver messages or look for breaks in our telephone lines. After the
combat at Mertzig, | was driving down the road without any headlights for fear of being detected. The
Dodge Command Car kept going over what appeared to be large bumps in the road. It wasn’t until
daylight that | realized | had been driving over the carcasses of German horses.”**

By the end of the day of 23 December, Mertzig had been completely cleared of any German resistance
and the German advance had ground to a halt just west of Grosbous. Cut off from reinforcements, the
remaining troops of the 915" were ordered to abandon their heavy equipment and break out, making
their way back to Ettelbruck. Over the course of the next month, the Regiment continued to take partin
defensive operations in the Ettelbruck bridgehead, eventually falling back to its original positions across
the Our on 21 January, 1945. Hitler’s final offensive in the west had been stopped, at a cost of 8,000
men to the 352" VGD alone.*”®

** Interview with the author
% Fossum, page 36. By 24 December, 352

ndrg strength was estimated at 5,000 men.



The War Ends

By March of 1945, Germany was defeated and only weeks away from unconditionally surrendering to
the Allies. Ironically, the same unit who took Michely prisoner, would eventually capture and briefly
occupy his home town as well, entering Michelbach, Germany on 17 March 1945.%

Rolling through Michelback, Germany
17 Much 45

97

Erich Michely still resides in Michelbach today, along with his wife of 61 years, Loni. Upon his return
from captivity, he started a family which eventually grew to 4 children, 5 grandchildren (with a 6" on the
way) and one great-grandchild. He spent his life as a construction worker and forester and enjoys his
garden and apple orchard. On 22 December 2008, 64 years to the date, he revisited Mertzig,
Luxembourg, where he was received with open arms and retraced his steps of his last day as a soldier.

% Krehbiel, page 189
 Krehbiel, page 315
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APPENDIX:
Appendix I:

Military Symbols:

AKX % KR 2.3 x
Ammy Corps Division Brigade
1 1 i 000
Regiment  Battalion Company Platoon/Troop
Armour Cavalry Infantry Airbome Mountain
A
® ® P ® 1 O H
Artillery Anti-Tank  Anti-Aircraft Rocket Fortress
Artillery Artillery Artillery Artillery
Mortar Flamethrower
T L
) —
T [@ [E] X
Engineers Amoured Bridging Bridging
Engineers Engineers Column
AN - —
Signals Supply Ordnance Medical Quartermaster
Unit Parent
Identifier Unit
Commander
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German Rank

US Equivalent

Offiziere

Officers

Generalfeldmarschall

General of the Army

Generaloberst

General

General

Lieutenant General

Generalleutnant

Major General

Generalmajor

Brigadier General

Oberst

Colonel

Oberstleutnant

Lieutenant Colonel

Major

Major

Hauptmann

Captain

Oberleutnant

1st Lieutenant

Leutnant

2nd Lieutenant

Unteroffiziere

Non-Commissioned Officers

Stabsfeldwebel

Sergeant Major

Oberfeldwebel

Master Sergeant

Feldwebel

Technical Sergeant

Unterfeldwebel

Staff Sergeant

Unteroffizier

Sergeant Major

Soldaten Enlisted Men
Obergefreiter Corporal
Gefreiter NONE
Oberschuetze Private 1st Class
Schuetze Private

102

Handbook on German Military Forces, 119



German Order of Battle (352 VGD)'%:

a.
b.
Grenadier Regiment 914
a.
b.
C.
d.
e.
3. Grenadier Regiment 915
a.
b.

Division Command (HQ)

Command Staff & Field Police
Feldpost Number 29750

Regimental Staff and HQ Company
13" & 14" Panzerjager Companies
1* Battalion with Companies 1-4
2" Battalion with Companies 5-8
Feldpost Number 16053
104
Feldpost Number: 40107
Regimental Staff and HQ Company
i. Regiment Commander: Oberstleutnant Johannes Drawe, wounded at Tandel
12/17/1944
ii. Regimental Adjutant: Oberleutnant der Reserve Wilhelm Ifang
iii. 1st Ordnance Officer: Leutnant Rudolf Kalberlah
iv. 2" Ordnance Officer: (rank unknown) Georg Kunze, wounded at Longsdorf,
12/18/1944
v. Officer z.b.V.: Oberleutnant Sepp Herrmann
Staff Company
i. CO: Leutnant Eduard Seidl, wounded at Kippenhof (Diekirch) 12/24/1944
ii. Communications Platoon: Leutnant Karl Dirks, wounded at Oberfeulen
12/22/1944
iii. Pionier Platoon: Leutnant Reinhard Bennemann, wounded at Tandel
12/17/1944
13" Company (Infantry Gun)
i. CO: Leutnant Friese, missing at Mertzig, 12/22/1944
ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Heinrich Brande, missing at Mertzig, 12/22/1944
iii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Otto Luhr, missing at Mertzig, 12/22/1944
14" Company (Panzerjager)
i. CO: Leutnant Otto Griese, wounded at Longsdorf, 12/16/1944
ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Franz Michaelis, missing at Mertzig, 12/22/1944
Staff, 1°' Battalion
i. Battalion CO: Hauptmann Heinrich Konig
ii. Adjutant: Gerhard Ihl, wounded 12/21/1944, location unknown
iii. Ordnance Officer: Karl Heinz Jantschak

103
104

Gaul, Volume |, Pages 22-23
Gaul, Volume |, Pages 28-30



Platoon List:

1* Company
i. CO: Leutnant Alwin Feldhans, KIA 12/21/1944 at Ettelbruck
ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Horst Dietrich, missing 12/22/1944
2" Company
i. CO: Leutnant Rudolf Rothfelder, KIA at “Friedhaff” Diekirch, 12/17/1944
ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Wolfgang Kluth
3" Company
i. CO: Oberleutnant Albrecht Schubert
ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Reinhold Tietje
4™ Company
i. CO: Oberleutnant Otto Muhlert, wounded at Pratz, 12/22/1944
ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Ludwig Vorst
iii. Platoon leader: Leutnant Georg Witt, missing at Mertzig, 12/22/1944
Staff, 2" Battalion:
i. Battalion CO: Hauptmann Herbert Kruger
ii. Adjutant: Wilhelm Leimbach, wounded at Tandel 12/16/1944
iii. 1* Ordnance Officer: Leutnant Paul Flocke
5" Company
i. CO: Oberleutnant Arthur Schulz, took sick 12/31/1944
ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Bruno Brassel, wounded at Mertzig, 12/22/1944

. 6™ Company

i. CO: Leutnant Heinz Jagers, wounded 12/31/1944, location unknown
ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Heinz Ruckert, KIA at Longsdorf, 12/17/1944
7" Company
i. CO:Hauptmann Walter Langendorf, missing, date/location unknown
ii. Platoon Leader: Max Stalke
8" Company (Schwere)
i. CO: Oberleutnant Gunter Rolf
ii. Platoon Leader: Leutnant Werner Perlsberg
iii. Platoon Leader: Joseph Clement, missing at Mertzig, 12/22/1944



1% courtesy of Erich Michely. PLEASE DO NOT COPY OR PUBLISH!



Appendix Il

American Order of Battle:

1. 28" Infantry Division'®

a. Division HQ & Infantry

ii.
iii.
b. Artillery
i
ii.
iii.
iv.

109™ Regiment
1. Became “Task Force LY, cO Captain Embert Fossum
a. CompanyL, 109"

b. 1 Heavy Machine Gun Platoon, Company M/109"

c. 1Section, 81 mm Mortar Platoon, Company M/109th

d. 1 Section, AT Platoon, 3" Battalion HQ Company/109th (2x
57mm AT Guns)

e. 1Platoon, Company C, 707" Medium Tank Battalion (2x M4
Sherman)

f. 1Platoon, CompanyA, 630" TD Battalion (2 x 76mm towed AT
Guns)

g. 1Squad, CompanyA, 103" Engineer Battalion

h. 1Radio Team, HQ Company, 109" (1 x SCR 284 mounted on

Jeep)
1 Forward Observer Team, 108" Field Artillery Battalion
(155mm Howitzer)

110™ Regiment
112" Regiment

107" Field Artillery Battalion
108" Field Artillery Battalion
109 field Artillery Battalion

229" Field Artillery Battalion

c. Support Units

i
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
vi.
vii.
viii.

28" Reconnaissance Troop
28" Quartermaster Company
28" MP Platoon

28" Signal Company

103" Engineer Battalion

103" Medical Battalion

728" Ordnance Company
447" AAA Battalion

630" Tank Destroyer Battalion
707" Tank Battalion
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Gaul, Volume Il, Page 13
Embert Fossum, “Operations of Task Force L near Grosbous, Luxembourg, December 20 — 23, 1944”, Page 4



2. 80" Infantry Division'®®
a. Division Artillery
i. Division Artillery HQ
1. Battery Commander, Captain Beecher, Corporal Clement Good, Driver
ii. 313" Field Artillery
iii. 314" Field Artillery
iv. 315" Field Artillery
v. 905" Field Artillery
b. Infantry
i. 317" Regiment
ii. 318" Regiment
iii. 319™ Regiment
1. 2nd Battalion, CO: Lieutenant Colonel Bandy
2. 3¢ Battalion, CO: Lieutenant Colonel Elliot Cheston
a. Companyl
b. CompanyK
i. Platoon Sergeant: Robert A. Hanright
c. Company L
d. Company M (Weapons)
c. Support Units
i. 1Platoon, CompanyC, 702™ Tank Battalion
1. Equipped with M4 Sherman
ii. 1Platoon, Company A, 610" TD Battalion
1. Equipped with M36

108
Murrell
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Appendix IV:

Positions of 3" Battalion, 109" Infantry around Mertzig:

2|20 1quy
US PotimionS 10T BzGmenT

ottt efoy votangy
i

- s
Mang yes ety




‘2l 1a4y

PFiELnioond )
Llon Pechess Folmon on  BADGE
g7 ReURnS To GRosgous .

qlioa Mpae m TSV, WITUDRAS

greestt sty vetangy
S

¢
- .
Naty yenes Y

whage

S
o ¢
.t Vi
Tars e
“a
\
g
‘ L4
2
i

-
s
-
-
.
-
s
-



2|21} 1auy
200 ues
Ljioa @ HEkes

aC (OMBAT PaTROL - ENGAGES
Movi To ALTERNATE Posmonis  APTER

i -
il “‘“w, N coreanma “"i‘ ‘oﬁ - I m'

ety ?
"'.|.| 000,

-
-
B
.
wt eett oy Ve enagy ;-
%, LN o (3
(3 ., « - .
%A‘» & 3wy b . S s
»
- e S0
D ey, &

s

- 5% ge

. } ~ »
'y enw <

M

st 7
Tt ac e’
M
w &
YT N N
st hd LY
MlEJrey T i I
n"‘ 1 .
®, ¥ ’ < "
b
Y RY r s
d
Manapuod K SR



12l22 hawy
EALM MorNpitr  Posrtion$ ?, angusu @ l0oo MRS
Suows FAUS NEANL For 2 UeS SToPS G \ooo ueg
Llioar AhBusuEs CowwhN  WEsr of h3pTila
21318 MBUSKE CowMn ENST OF NMERTRIG
OFA \$ Notd 1IN LERTRIG
elza tn, (2@ arrace hEETRIG

~




Appendix V:
N ) | !
MerrRIG a1\ W I 4 —L F5un Gw
Y ‘I }7, 4 pr—
$ VIAGSE CENTER- a7l 5 A Q : L ke
)

Feneg / WAL

“ CTTo'S é‘vN Dc'gzw:ap

DD Hiengen's Rov™

x AhHZUSH /goz.z:'/ubeu,

22 -\2 - \q4Y 6




Appendix VII:

After Action Reports by Generalmajor Schmidt, CO, 352" VGD
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. -l‘

Y. Grsiﬁanmfg
Gen. d. Inf, a. Ds

Yorbemexriung.

Ankei mharsendo ich einen Berioht des Kommandeurs der S3H2, VON,
Generalzajey Srich Otto samiﬁt ueber dan Einsatz seiner Division bei der
Ardennen-0ffensive.

I.Mr Baxicht schildert dsn Eaapfeinsatz der Division, walehs an dsy
Suedflanke der 7. Armee stehend, mmeechst mit siner logriffsenfgabs, doann
aber mis der Abwehr an einer im=sy brennender werdaenden Front hsanftragt
wer. Da keine nacheren Uzterlaen mohr vorhanden und aich von den Mitkssmp-
farn nicht mu erroichen waren, hat dexr Verfasser selno msfushiungen nuy
ir groasen Zuegen machen koannen. Immerhin werden sich aber Telle dos
Berichtas im Cesamtrahmen dey Darstellung des Kamples dér 7. Armes gub
vormarten laszen. | |

Die Arbeit wurde dureh &521 shemaligon Obsrbafehlshaber der 7., Avmee,
Gen. 4. Pz. Tr. Breundenbergsr,usberpruaft. |

Dics iat der letzta Bericht von dem Gesambtherma "Dis Ardsnnen-Schlacht”.
Das Thems ist demit abgeschlossen.

Anlagesn: ) Bericht und

% Anlagen: 1 Stellenbeseizung
‘ 1 Berich% des Kosmmandours

dﬁﬁ Piu 3151. 5530 -
1 Barich$ des Eonmandours M ,,w{,;
des LrsS. Btl. 852,

&: (v. Greifrenbexg)



Be;geht uaber die Aufstsllungs und den Einsate der 358, V. 6D,

in der Ardannannffaonsive.

Z91ttafel,

1. 10, 44 = 10, 11, 44 nfstellung der 353. V. G. D,
11, 11. 44 - 15, 12. 44 Einsatz im Vestwall und Vorbereitung
dsr Offensive.
16, 128, 44 « 21, 1, 43 Dis Offonsive:
a, der Angriff ueber die Our ungd
Seaer vom 15, 18, - 32, 12, 44,
be d1o Abwehr an der Sauar vom
23, 12, - 17. 1. 43.
2, deor Rueckzug in den YWeatwall wom
18, 1, - 21, 1. 45.

<~ Aufstelliungz der 3352, V. G, D,
Im Cktober 1944 uabernahm ich im Ranme Flensturg - (lunecksburg -

HSohleswig die Foste der 352. Div. als sufmustellends 3352, Volka-Orona-
diét-‘-Biﬁi’s’ion(ﬁ. G. Ds }o Div., Stebaguartier: Satrup, Die 353; Div.
war in den Invasionskeempfen vosllig zersohlagen wordem und lag sigontlich
mur noeh mit ihren Bachschuba.lnhaltan. Hachrichten-Abteilung und aem DIV,
Stab in dem genannten Hgume. Die Div. #ollts nach der X. St. H. aufga-
8tellt worden mit Einachrasniungen, die d4le Not der Zait gebot,



-
Persnnnil: Die Division erhiaelt als Ersatz Marine- und Fliegerperso— |
m. Jungs, kraeftige Soldaten nit kainer Kaspferfahrung im Erdkespf.
15 Lage im Off{zlerasrsata war dis glsiche,
Es wurden mfgestells: |
Inf, Rgt. 914 aus ehom, Marireangshoerigsn,
It gk 915 ¢ .
Inf, Rgt. 916 aus eham. Fliegerporsonal, *~ M i
Artl. Rgb. , Pi. Batl. sbenfalls eus Marinsangehoerigen und Fiisger-
pax8onal, 7
Haterisll: Die Div. wurds, wie folgh, ausgsruestet: '
Infanterie, |
Ein Jiegiment Destand aus 3 Batl., nit:
Hgt. Stab, Hachr. Zug, Pl. Zug, Eedfahrzug. |
13, Xomp. zu 2 Zusgen mit 12 e Cranatwerfern,
l2ugmit 8 9, I. G.
14, Eomp. zu § Zoegen mit Panzarsehreck (54 Rohxe),.
Die Batl. setzten sich zusarssn ms:
Stab, Nashr. Staffel, Versorgungszug und 3 Scbustzeniosmpanien.
Die Schuetzenkomparie glisderte sioh 4n:
Komp. Trupp, § Scharfasclmetazen, 1 s. M. G. Sruppe und die Meldar.
3 Zehuetzenzmiege. Der Soluetzenzug zu 3 Gruppan mit Je 1 1. M. C. 42,
Scmetzen des 1. Zugas hatten Sturmgswehre 44, washrend dle Schuetzen dss
2. und B, uges Farabiner tragen. 4 G Y3



Geplants Cesaxmtausstatiung des Egb.
870 Sﬁ’?mgemhre,‘

87 1l. M, 6.,

B0 8. M. Gy

8l Cewehrgrenstgeraste,

18 18 em Uranatwerfer,

12 1. I.6G.,

8 g, X. G, ,
54 ;:Panmmh:ecmhr’a.

Axtillardis:

Dns Artl. Hgb. bsstand aus 3 Abteilungen. 2 Abtellungen mit
l, ¥, He und 1 Abteilung s, F, H. (davon 1 Battr. =it 10,5 Flakgsschuat-
Zonje.
Pi. Batl. za 2 Eomp, suf Fahrrad und dem mot, und bespanntsn Tross.
Haohrichtenabteilung misgeruestet nach K. 5t. H.

fl"x/ﬂ{‘,’ﬁwﬁ'-ﬁm’ { I 4

Sturmgeschuetzkompanie mu 6 Hetzern, J X0
Das Gred. Kgt. 914 war als geplunte Vorausabbeilung mit Zivilfahr-
readern susgeruestet worden, um bewaglich mu main. '

| Bl Zeit im Aufstellungsraum wurds mit Anfstellung und Ausbildung der
Trupps gemuetzt. In dieser Zolt zeigte sioch bereits der Mangel der s
scknellen Mmfstellung und =zu kurzen Musbildungezeiten., Dje Infanterise be-
herrachte ihre Waffen und des Celaends mur unvollkormen, Feshrungmmnsg-~
8lg waren fnet alle !hsmr’nnalcher. msmtzung von Fousr und Bawegung,
d4is Grundides im Grosekampf, wear den meisten Soldaten moch ein Gehaimnis,

Dia Artilleris boharrschte ihre Schiessverfahyen nioht, geschwaigs
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dann dis Kocmandospracke fusr dis Feusrleitung im Heers., Schiesgkorrek-
taren nach Becbachtung susmwerien und i{n die Tat umzusetuen, warden rar
sohwez erlornt. Alles war noch eingestslit auf das Sohiesssn saf hoher
Ses, Die eirs Batteris z. B, , ausgestatiot mit 10,5 Flakgeschustzen,
stand grundsastzlich falsgh. Entweder konnts sls artl. Aafgmben loesen,
denn flal dis Panzerbekasopfung wog, 0der aie stend suf Punzerabwehr und
konnte damn nichit in den Artilleriekamp? eingreifen. Dicses Hahrzweck-
goschuatz war fuer vollausgabildste Artillsriston gedacht und war bai ei-
nor Neusufsteliung volllomsen fohl am Flaize,

Angesetzta Planaspiale, Calssndgusbungern usw, behoben rear die groess-
texn Msshgel in dor Amsbildeng von Fuehrer und Manm, konnten aﬁer nicht dare
vaber hinwegtasuschen, dasg Fushror und Truppe trotx besten ¥illena den
Antorderungen #9iros modernsn Grosskmpfos nicht gswachsen wuren, Iie Stim-

cung selbst in dey Truppe war gut.

Zinsats im Wostwall und Vorbereltunsz zuy Offensive,

Am 104 11. 44 warde die 352, V. G. D, in dea Haum des LXXX, Xorps
um Bitburg verlegt. Hier betxieb ais weiter Ausbildumg und usbernalm go-
g2n dan 28, 3:1. 44 den Sicherungsabschnitts Bauler {einschl,) = Zehter-
rach {ausachl,) im ¥Westwall, Div. Stabsquartier: BSeitingen,

Der EZinsatz im Westwall bis zum Angriffsbegion am 18, 13. 44 warde
von a§r Truppe wsiter zur Anzbildung bomutzt. Lsider konnten fusr dis
Auebilduny mir schwashs Tells horangezogen worden, da dis Mamss dsor Trup-
Pe in dar Basatmg der Bunkerlinie smfging. Des Artl. Eegt. war dagégen

in Qar Lage, dis fehlends Usbung iz der Penerlelitung mws den bozogenen
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Qballungeﬁ horaus nachzuholen., ZAusserdsm hatte dle Div. den Befell er-
balten, gur Schaffung von Fushror- und Mannschaftisersatz eln Feldarsatzbatl,
und eire Div. Kempfachuls afsistellon, Diese #inhelten wurden mit Sol-
daton sslterer Jahrgeengs und Volksdeutschen aufgestellt, Feshrend des
Grogskumpfes mmsaten diese Zinheiten leider oft ala Fousrwehr eingssetst
wordeon.

Havor die Div. von dsr geplanten Offensive erfuhr, dentaten falgen-
4o Breignises auf don bevarsichenden Grosakeppf hin, Xlar war nur.nicht,
war der Angrsifends war., Allen Beisiligten erscheint es Jeizt noch zls
ain Funder, dass der Amsrikarer richts von der Offensive erfubr. Seine
Eplonags urd laftsufklesrung muesszan hier voll verasagt haben.

l. Durch die starke Belegung der lonseldoerfor im Novembax und De-
sepmber 44 veranlasst, sprach dis Bevoelkerung offen yon einam hevorste-
henden Grosckampf, Aok T

8. Ende Novenber erschien dar Obstlin. i.G.s Lassen eauf
dea Div., Gofeachtastand und guchte untsr fadanscheinigsr Begruendung fug-
kanft ueber das Celsends an der Our, Beob, loeglichkeiten, Strassensu-
stand usw, im Div. Abschniit zu erhalien.

3. Eigenartige Anfr}s.gan hogharsr nilitasrischer Dienststellen bei
. Qer 358, V. G. D. bstesrkten diese in ihrer Vermitung. |

So visl ich noch in Zrinnsrung habe, wurde ich parscanlich Anfang
Dezember 44 von der geplanten Offousive unterrichtet, =2inige Flanspie-

le beim LEXXV, korps (Cen. d» Inf. En i e s s ) und bei der 7. Armes

\

Anfang Dezember fushriten mich und den Ia (Hajor $. 0. Sohneider )L/"

in dio Qedankengasnge der hosheren Fushrung fuer dle geplante (ffensive
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ein. A2 1Z. 12. 44 setzte uns A3slf Hitler nochmals dis schworwiegouden
Cruends fuer diese Offensive auseinander,

Tia Vorbsreitungsn der Div. fuer 4ie Offsnaive waren vielssitip:

a. Dis S52. Y. @. D. hatise den mstrag, wﬁ:it thren Pferdsstaffeln
nacita ab der 5 kn Sperrlinte Mo gesamte AnslagoTung deT bunition, Be-
halraﬁmmn@raates usw. fusr dis Angricfsdivistonsn im derseitigen
Varteidigungsabsshnitt durchrufuwehren. Eine Arbeit, 4is an Fahysr und
Prard hoeohste Anfordearungan stallte,

be Markisrmegsn der ¥ega fuer dis einrusckendsn frecden Einheiten
und fusr dis Varschisbung der eigsnen Truppa in dle Ausgangsstellung an
der Cur. ‘o

8, Vermessen von Stellungen fusr dle gesamts Artillsrie in dem
dsrzeitissn Verteidiguncasbschnitt, festlegen der Schiessgrundlagen,
Aufstellsn der Beobachiungsergebnis:e,

d. Cotarntes Bereitstsllen von Usbersetzmitieln fmer dls arste
Apgriffsvalle.

8, =inrichten von Gelfschtsstuendsn und lachrichturverbirdungen
fusr dio Offanalive.

. Muszdlichs z. T, schriftliche Einweisung aller Fushrer from-
dor Kirheiten, dle mac den jetaigsn Sicherungsabschnitt der 352, V. G. D,
haraus a.ngm ifan sollten.
; Aliss schwierige ‘ufgaben fuer eins frisch zusarmengesiellte Div, ,
mrmal dzhal dis Tarnung gspen den Falnd und der eigsmen Trupp2? gegen-
ueber gowahrt bleiden mussie. Dis Angriffstruppe wurde erst 6 Stunden

vor Angriffsbezinc usber dle bevorsishende Offensive untarrichiez.

B E A3 c'?".-j‘ AP
c} ( il A& ds8d



Dis Offounsive.

Dor Angriff usber die Cur und Saer,
Die %3, ¥, G« D, hatie den Aufireg, =mu 15. 12, 44 ueberraschand

um 50 zwischen Roth (ausschl.) und Waliendorf (susschl.) ueber die Our
zu gehen, schnallstens sich in den Beaitz dex Usbergsengs bai Etteldbrusck

tmd Diskirch zu aetzen, un dann im weitersn Yorgehen den A}.lartahschnitt

Be’htbom Bissen zu @rreoichen wnd hisr die Flanks der Angriffsdivisionen
Zu schuetzen.
B3 wurden singesatzt wel Stossgruppen:

I. R, 915 rechts = Usberssizatelle Copend Centingen,

I. R. 918 linka = i ®  Ammeldirgen,
I. R. 514 ) |

)
Foldars. Bﬂtln) in Reserva,

)

mit Uoffz.Lehrgang)

Ban Angriffsgruppen war eingeschesrft worden, dass sise bewusst un-f
ter Zuruecklassung feindlicher Widerstandsnsster schnellstens anf die
Sauer-Jebargaenge vorstossen sollien. Die schwersts Sorge hatts die
Div. , un das Nechfuehren ihrer schworen Waffen und der Artilleris, zumal
sle wusste, dass fusy dis pgeplante Bruscienstelle bel Contingsn losin’
Erisgsbrusckengerast bereit stand und dis Our auf ihrem verfelsisn Flusg-
grund staries Hoohwasser fuebrte. Dexr Div, Kammandeur (susgebildst 1
Jahr bein Pi. Batl. 4) nnd der Ia Major Schne i4der (Stamwalle:
Pionier) rechneten untar gegebenen Verhasltnissen mit einer Bebhelfabruek-
kenbanzeit vou gut einam Tage. Diese Bedenken wearen gich hei den Bee



.
sprechungen im Dezember 44 vorgetragen worden. Leider bewshrheitote

aich diese Berechnung und sollis der Div. noch schware Stunden bringsu.

Aa 16, 13. 44 traten planmassasig S.J50 die wel Angriffsgruppen, ihre
Spitzon mit Artl, Feuervorbereitung 10 Min. worher, &n und setzten ohne
grosss feindliche Sinwirkung ueber &le caur.

Die rechte Angriffsgruppe (I. R. 918) erreichte i=m zuegigen Angriff
am 16. X2, M abends das Waldgeblet bei Bastendorf. Der Rgt. Kdr, fiel

Olotertlf Drowve [ Tomald)
aureh~?emnéung sus, “Higr msste sie liegen bleiben, da sich der feind-
liche Widerstand erheblich verstaerkt batte und schwere Walfen fehlten;
Bastendorf, Longsdorf und Tandel blieben noch in Fainﬁeéhanﬂ.

Die linke Angriffsgruppe (I. R. 916} zriff das fuer feindliche B-
Stallen horvorragend gseignete Hoehengslasnds dioht suwedlich Hosdorf an.
Hierbei usherschritt das vordere Batl. eine amorikanische, gut versteck-

Fonfe [IcoA097 /)
ta Bunksrstellung und erhielt mus ihr leuer in den Fuecken. Dieses war
den umgeschulten Fliegarn neu, sla verloven die Nerven und sgtellien den
Angriff oin, Dle mrikanisclxa Bagatzung verteidicte sioch ausserdem her-

v Craeato )

vorragend, Der J'ﬂnse Bgt. Edr. zeigte sich such nicht der Lags gewach-
sen, mussty erst von Seiten der Divislon zu folgerichtigem Handeln gsmn-_
e mrden. Am Abend des 1§, 18, 44 war durch Erkundung festgestellt wor-
den, dess frontal dieser Hoehenmug nicht zu nehmen sel., In der Hachd
vo= 15,/17. wurde das Rgbt. 934 zur Besuberunz der feindlichen wWiderstands-
peatar in Longedorf nachgszogen. Das Rgt. 914 konnte nicht sher nachge-
zogen werden, da die Uehersetzstellen yon den Angriffsregimentern benoe-
tigt wurden, (Zu wenig Usbersetzmittell). Das Felders. Batl. und die

Div. Kaopfachule wurden zur Sicherung in die Ausgangsstellung de5 Angriffs
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eingesatat, _

i 17. 12, gelang es den Rgb. 914, Longsdorf vom Foinde s=n sasu-
bern. I+ Re 916 gliederte sich memAngriff neu, nachdesn es in Angrife Fom
@n genannten Hoshonzug nur unbedsutenden Boden gewonnen hatte, und beeb-
gichtigte zga:aJ.B.—J.—S—.‘numfussen&m»mrﬂm—harmihr--Angriffszlel Zn nem:i.
Die Vorbindung mum Rgt. 915 kounte wegan Fehlens schwerer Waffen und
foindlichen Widerstandes noch nicht hergestellt éaﬁsn. Unangenahm war @s vor
allsm, dase einzelne faindliche Panzer Bastendorf und Fuhren eperrten.
Eingesstzte Panzervernichtungstrupps kehrten unverrichister Sache wieder
mreeock, Kostbare Zeit cging dawit verloren. Am Abend des 17. 12, wurde
endlich die Behelfsbruscke fertig, schwore Waffen konnten nachgezogen
warden, obwohl dle Bruecke noch unter goleitstem Feindfsuer lag und schlech- .
testa An- und Abfahriswess hatte.

Az 18. 13. pahm-X. R, 915 ondlich dis beherrschenden Hoshsn suedlich
Hosdor? und schaltete damit don gszielten Beschuss e;e,r Hrusckensisllen
aus, I. R, 914 war es wagen der n:en;per:acmaizzsmzden3 xéllﬁ‘ng; i=mer noch
nicht gelungen, dis Verbindung zu I. R, 915 herzustellon. Gegen Mitteg
konnten zur Entlastung die § Hetzer durch dis Div. nachgezogen werden.

- A3 ot 5D
Dzm Rgb. 914 gelang o8 nun in Verbindung mit der 5, F. S, J. Div. Puhren
Za nehmen, Bel diesen XKesmpfen hat es sich wieder gezeigt, dasa eine
lgmpfunerfahrers Trupye siark flankenempfindlich ist und sich ratlos
faindl. Panzern ssgemisher verhaslt,

gm 19, 12, konnte die Verbindung mit I, R, 915 hergsstells werden,
Damit war dis ginheitliche Eampffushrung in der Div. wisder hergestsellt,

zumal ench mun die gesambe Div, Artillerie unter dis straffs Fushrung



Honne S ~1l-
ihres Art. Kdr. kaaj, AbsT much der feindliche Widerstand verstaorkte
(Fnid Bnf — FHloaldloo. )

sich und es folgten verlustrsiche, oertlichs Kasmpfe im Raume noerduch_
Dlekiroh, Hierbei wurde such der Div. Edr. verwundet. Zr behleli dis
Fuehrung der Div. bis mum 25, 12, und wurde dann durch den Gen. Hzj.
Batzilng eorsetzt,

A.»-L £0. 12, kom o3 darsuf en, sich in den Basitz der Sausrusbergasngs

bei Diekirch und Sttelbrueck zu sotzen. Durch Bilden eines Artl. Schwer-.

punktas duroh dié Armma 80llte dis Div. bei shrem weiteren Angriff unter-
gtuatzt worden., Die links Apgriffsgruppe nabm Diskireh und gtellte fest,

dass dle doriigs Bruscke mr mangslhaft geaprenzi war und ein Usberge-

hen von Infanterie mit schweren Waffen srmoeglichte. Hun entachloas sich

die Div. , suf den Suedufar mit dem Ezt. 916 vorzugehen, um das stark ver—
teidigts Zttelbrueck von hinten zu nehmen. a g«/‘%“"‘/

' Am 81. 13. wird Attelbrusek von der Div. genowen, Dis merstosrte
Bruscke wird mit zugefushriam Kriogsbrusocksngeraet in kuerzester Zait
wisder bergestellt. Die Aufklesrung melde® nichts Besonderes, Am 22, 12,
tritt d4e Div. den Vormarsah suf dsn Allertabachnitt an und zwar mit:

I. B, 915 ueber Feulen~¥erzig aufl Betthomm,
I. Re 93:4 uabar Michslbuoh-Vichien muf Usseldingen,
7. R. 916 uaber Schisren nach Susden, / ¢ Grli~on- /&7)

In Cagond ﬁamig trifft dis wechie Kolomme, Adis im Marachglisderung vor—
aarschviarta (I. R. 915), mit starken amerik, Panzerverbasnden zusacmen 14 0/{{/}"9/
und wird eingsschlossen. uch dis Rgt. 914 und 916 werden in Panzerkeemp-
fo verwickel: und rmessen ouf den Drusokeniopf Ettslbrusck muueckgehen.

Demit is%¢ der Vormarsch dor 352, V. G, De gestoppt, cohne dass sis lhr
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Angriffazisl amichan }mnn‘sa. Die Div. hastie sicher den befohlanen Ak~

pats

krtahachnitt ermiohﬁ, mm die Vamagerung dos Brueckansckilages und das

;, L

damit varzoeggrta Hachmahrsn dar Fetmx und secimersn Waffen nicht gewesen

J WAL

mra.n Ob aiese Jeu aufgas allte Div. sieh haatte S Allertabschnitt gegen
sterie f&in&liche Panzg;kxaem behmmn koeunen,. kam niaht mit Sicheshelt

Faldiy ‘_w.‘

@8&3t werden, Pe*soenlish mrda Jedccl; Bpueter yom Dive Kir. in Bitele-.
‘brueck ras"tgaamut da8s gich die Foliaten auch ohna. panzerbrechenden: Faf-

ran, nachdem sis dan ars “en uchreck uebewndan hattsn . g@ggg_?apzeg; _,hel:anp“-

LT ARECI DA

taten.

b. I1a Almehr an der Sausy,

An 23, iz, mr&a daaa e.ngsseplossemn Fgt. 915 befohlsn, sich suf

zttelb;sck u;ter f..zruecl.lassmn" dex echwran Haffen. durchzusehlagen... Die
aste disses Rgt. f:ramn an ":"} 1~. Iz Raums Ettalbmack ain. ;Dia RBab. . 914
und 916 hatten 1ndesqen dia uauar von. .arpeldmgﬁn ’ois Diskirch Deastazt una |
5ttalhmaa; (hiar I, R, 915) Zum. Brueckankopt a*.:sgsb 3. Das _herangefushp-
Bl FEE BS T (ot oL Reapd schnd
t8 “’rs Batl. sicherte von Giladorf by Haisdorf .Alle Verguche des Gag=-
nera, asn Brueclmnkonf ainmﬂmaaksn, wurden abgesshlagens .. ... G o
ﬁm ‘-’é. 12 dauern aie Kaezgure an der Sauer e Am Abend des 24. 12. -
trifﬁs sine Alamldnng yom "?r’s. Batl. sin, ‘dle besagt, dasa dar Gegner .
bei @%mﬁ ueber dia =awsr @setzt 8al. K.ritischa -Luge, da die Div. usber
kmne Eesemu mehr vermegt und mit einam feindlichen Stosa in. Gis Tiefe
rsehnan sa:ss.: go'_!:.t 801 Dani giellt sich aber diese Meldung els fulsch her-
ausé Dam Amrikaner war es mar gelungen » den Prueckpnkops £Ht%telbrugck ein-

zuameoksn unﬂ die dmtuche Besatzung augkul-_...aajcmf_r“zu, Worfote . .
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" kb 85. 18. = 17. 1. 45 wird aruccksnd die emsrikanische Luftueber-
legsnheit bemerkbar. Kein Fehrzeug dar? sich an Tage suf dex Strasse Se-
hen lassen, dcr Nachschubverkehr an Tage {8t unterbrochen, daxit wird Artl.
Monition und Sprit knapp. KErscheinumgen, die mn éie Kanpfhandlungsn bis
zan Ende (5. 5. 45) beglelteten, Allgamein gosagt, bervschte im Abschnitt
dsr Div. , vou certlichen Gafechten ahgesshen, Fuhe, Die Div. gliederts
sich neu, liess durch ihxe Pionieﬁe Uabvergangsstellan verseushsn und Spere
yon und Hindernisse im Rintergelacnde aniegen. Tarch aie letzten Gsfechte
badingt, hatte die Div. 80 gtarke Ausfaslle an Honschen und Haterinl, dass

sie von jetzt ab nur noch als Ka-pfgTuppe gowertet wexrden qaret.

6. Rueckmug in dsn Restwall .

An 18, 1. griff der imsrikensr usberraschand beidarsa!.tamakirah

[ oS b Muhd
die Div. an. Starker Hebel beguenstighe sein Unternehman, dsmn dexr Ver-

tsidigung war jede Sisht gancm +n. Die Artillerie, in asr #unitionsaue-~
stettung beschreenkt, muasto unbaobachhat ihy Sperrfsusr abgebon, Binge-

brochanen Cegner Su bekeerpfen, war aus engegebensn Grusndsn nicht moéz-
/ Fgeboladf of . Stork?)
1ich, Gleichfalls sahen dle Widerstanisnester nichts und UMIBNEON ¢

Dsr Amerikaner ksm scedt verhaslinismesssig schng/u ?ber ?n Smwrabschnitt,
. 7t (A}

Hierboi verlor ausserdem noch die Div. die Masse threr Pioniere, dle ms
 Sowan)

Exasftemangel in dis Vtrbwnde dor Grenadier-Rgt. sar Abwehy aingsglmrt
worden weyen. Az 19. und 20, l. wird die Div, welter surusckgsworfen, -
,gnitions- und Betriebsstoffmangsl beguenstigten den Gegner, Brandenburg
i;ﬁma verloren und dis Div. steht am 21, 1. wieder em Qurabschnitt.
; Dis Verteidizung &n der Bausr ab 25, 13, und den FupckeEug in dsn West-




=l i=
wall habe ich perscenlich nicht miterlebt, sondern zir disse Tage schil-
dern laaaaﬁ. ich gelbat usbernahm erat em 18, 2, 45 wioder 410 Div. in
der Eushnerfarm bei Bitburg etwa 8§ ka susdwestlich davon,

g2. Sokhnidt,
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3
Quibete

3tellanbesetzungc,

Div. Kdr.

Ia

To

Div. Adj.
Xdr, 914

"= 915

" 916

" Artl. Rzhe.
Pi. Batl.
Raghr. Abilg.
San. Abtlg.
Feld. Srs. Batl.

Gen. Major Schmidt, ab 25. l. 45 Gen. Major Batzlng,
Major {. G, Sehnelder,

dajor 1. G. Vlrrich, -~

Hajor Block,

@bstltn. v, LuecCksn,

Obatltn. Drem,

Major v. Criegem,
Overst Sandmann,
Major Harquardy,
¥ajor Usadel,
Obsrssarst Volgt,
Major Dula,

L St et e Rt st Sul Sead B Bt



Barieht des Majors Marquardt (Kir, Pi. Batl. 352) ueder

die Mufstellung und den Einsotsz des Plonieor-Batalllons dar 3563,
Yalkscrenadier-Division, -

I. Mfstellmmes

Ort: Ragum Flansbarg.

Stamc-Bataillon: Hestteils des Pilonier-Badl, dar 353, Inof, Div.
Fast nux noch Tross, Ehemalige Offizisre dea PL, Batl, 332: 1 0b. Lt,
Uffzn. Zroadz: Xomp., Chefs mit wenig oder keiner Fronterfahrung. |
Zungfuahrer: jJung (letnter 0ffz.-lohrgang), begeistert, -
Mamschafigersats: 31z mi wendge slts Pi§niera vem Brya. Batl, (Do K"M"F‘OAA

Alleos junge Lsuts, dis zur Marins eingpzogen worden waren,

Haffe mnd Gorast: Dis Bewufinung gemisgto den Anfordarungsn des Pi.
Batl. Die Muastatiung mit Gorest, wor allen Dingsn dle jusstattung =it
Garaet fuer don 1. Zinsatz, war unsureichend,
(liodarung: Daa ¥i. Batl. gliecsrte mich in den 3%ad, 2 Xomp, maf Fahre
rad, denm :aﬁ;. und besparnten Tross. Der zot. Tross besass mmy & Liw,

o was vosllis unzareichend war,

I1. Zinsatz im Festwall und Angriff usber den Westwaull:
Haoh einer visl z: murEen Aushildungszeit inm Remwe Fensburg

wirde dis Div. en don Wostwall verlegt. Hier Zinsatz in Rahmen des Oren.

Egt. 220 Verstserken der ipsrren,



D
Anlacs 1

Erlundung dor Usbergasngs usbar dle Our und dle Seuer,

Angriff usber dis Qur. Hisrbed war dem Batl. eine Eamyan::e dexr Pi,.-
Brigeds Hamer untorstellt. DBrusckanbau wurds dureh miﬂsandewstmg
und das fehlonde Kriegsbruecksngerast sehr exadwert, Weiterer Einsate
bsim Usbergang usbar die Saner bei Zgtalbrusck.

Avwehrkeespfs in Ettslbrusck, Inf. Zinaatz, Abwehrksespfe an der

Smar. Xach Arstarresn dor Front im Raume Burscheid - Zttelbrusck -

‘ wards das Batl. zuam Baa von Spaxren eingaaetzt. Es warden wr &L~

lsn Dingen beidearssits Disekireh bia Httelbrusck an den umebersichtlichen
E Stellsn Minengperrsn angelegt.
Rugeckzag waf cen Wastwall.
Bei Boginn des Angriffs der Amerikenar ueber die Sauer zwischen Et-
salbrueck wnd Giladort a= 18, 1. 45 war das Batl, mit beiden Xp. in und
[ Sotmn )

um Disrire

Da wegen der geringan Krasite keins Keserven auagsschieden worden
kopnten, wuxdsn die Plonisre beim erstan Anstumm, den sis im Verbande
aims émmdiar-itagimnts uaberstehen mussten, fast voelliz eufgerisben.
Das Batl. fushrte von da an seine Zinsastze mury noch mit Kgepfirupps
© durah.
Schwsra Kasapfe im Kaums Brandsaburg. Von da i-&bgataan nach KNoxden,
wobei jeder, such der Xleinsts Usbergung, durch @mfgéd:;is‘mrt yarde, (7 )

un dag Vordringen der Amerikaner Zu VoIrzoogerh.




Schmidt, GenMaj.

S S 35ven
(Dio folsendon Darltelluncon haba ioh aus dem Gedaechtnie wiederge- l
g.'bon. d.a nir uomtlicho Untorlugen. Gefcchtlborichte. Iriagltagebuecher : i
'm. ubhnndon gokomn nind Ich kann ntch duhalb fner die angogobanem ) '
Sturkon. Daten und guchnderten Goschehnisse nicht voll verbuergen. } RN

'Dn ich ul 19, 12 44 verwundet vurde. begrunndan sich dio Darltellungen bls )

26,12, an__f_Bozjtchto meiner Offizisre meines Stabes.)

A L Rt B . ———




| : X ) | e
Die 852. Infanterie-Division vurdo vanhrend der Inmllond:unpfo ! : B
stark. angalchlmn und deshald sur Neusufetellung in den Rsunm Flensburg =

Schlenig verlogt. In Oktober uebornahn ich diese Dh'hion ale 352 7 G.D.

Der Divilion blio‘b der Oktober sur vorsenmmten Lrbcit und etwa nn don .
' ‘15.11 44 warde die Div. nach der Fifel in den Reun us nmur; urlegt, T

E Blar bliob ihr noch sinige Zeit sur Aunbudung und gur Ergunmg uu-er :

noch tchlonden Au-mutung. lndo Iovon‘ner uebernahn dio Div. :ln wutvall E :

dan ”’"‘h"‘” Vianden - Echternachf (snsschi,). 48 Stunden vor Angruf-bo-

ginn u'lﬁ 12. vurdo sle 1n ihro Boroitltollunglrunm :vhchen Rotb und |

......

R ‘Hallﬂndorf. geﬁuhrt.

m-wmummmn L T
e Int.ﬁ;t. 914 Xar, Oherstlt. von criagorn (gohl‘.lan

‘ L
st

% % gp’s & Drave (26. 12, vomndct)
5 UL . L . Ce - ‘v. Luecken ’
Artl. 352° " Obekat Sandmann
P4, Batl. aaa ‘9' )hjor uarquam

xxxx

Mm: Durch'bmoh mdl Viandon dnrch dio toindl.

~ und rortmehrung des Angriftn ‘usber Ettelbmck and a-n Attert—&blchnitt
(Bettborn - Bissen). Hier mnut: 1n na.nten-chuts ftor die Lnsrtffu-
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" Armee im Verband des :.mv Korpu., o |
1 D. Die Pivis | nach K,5t.5,
% fus¥ ¥.0.D. 'Ersats ltallto Harino und Luttwaffe.. | |
" Mannschaften! < Alter 23 = 30 Jahre; su kurz msgabndet.‘,'
. o L T keine Lande und Kempferfahrung, noch:
| | | gk Vynl.cht m linnts gmun. Yolle 5011--: |
R T ' staerke, (’\//Igg“w ) g |
1 | kUnterd_fﬁ‘siekrenl :% 1‘ Btammtrupponteil Marine, meist keins
o . Trontertehru. 75 % dor Sollstaerke, &
1 " offisteres °  Unterschisdlich in Fronterfahrung und b
. iusbileungestend. Staorxemsessig voll,
ihtn.ntaiicl : : '  Guter Knmpfgelst 1! Bgt, 915 und 914
- | S (Angehoerige nur Marine), su kuru Auge
i _ bildungeseit und keine rronterf-hrimg. "
Artillerter 2w kurse Ausbildungssett, nicht sioher in
Ty ; Ll der ronarlouung und Beobachtung, \é D’VO"NV"‘
M Bturn-Gescﬁugtseg Zn knrzo Ausbildung, taktisch und tech; 1
' (Het?cr) 7 nisch 'nicht aichar, Zunm Teil K&nnscho.tton ;
" Gy noch nicht im Einiat: gevesen, | |
 Hachr.Abs.t  Bntsprach den Anforderungn,
Cpimstia Esteprech don Anforderungen, =
o _:"", w: - Im ailgautncn fént voll, .il 'fahltens |
- | 35 % der Funkgeraete sur !enerleitun‘ |

20 $ « etwa ~ am Soll mstahond.o sturn-w‘

geschustse, ' : :

26 % - etva = Sturmgewehre,
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i ggggggglgggdgg;;pgggl Yor der‘Fiontkfeind1 Feldataliun‘
‘k,mit achvachar Be'etzuns. Angritf unaste gelingen. yenn rechtzeiti; ueber j;
Our und - Sauer schvere Waffen und Artl. nachgeschoben verden konnten nnd
wvenn rechtzoitig feindl Artl Beobachtung auf Hoehe nordwentl. Hnllendoeri
susgeschaltet wurde. Hit reindl. Gegenangriffen ln ntaarkeren Au-nanl S
mnlste ab 3 Angriffatag aus Richtung Westen und Raum Luzamburx gorechnot ,-

verden.

R
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11, _ggggg_(- Anlage 1-:5) | |
A, Die Diviuion hatte den Auftras. am 16 12 44 ~um 5,30 Uhr
ueberraschend usber die Our medl Bettel zu gehen. den Ssueruedbergang -
bei Ettelbrueck zm crwingan und lioh nach Erreiohen von Bettborn und
Bigsen sm Attert-Abschnitt in ug nank.n-‘qhutgn-&pnung im Verband 4?: |
LXXXV. Korps elnzugliedern. s -
Hierzu wurde befohlent
b Lngrl.rf in vorderer Linia Rgt. 915 nnd 916,
Div.Bes, = Bgt, 814, PP E EP,
2, Angriffsriel fusr 1,Tsgt Hoshen westl. der Our, - .
dann Dur_chptou' bis ani dio &\}ar_bei Ettolﬁmck’./"{ _j'.'.
3. Artl,, zusammengsfasst im Iorpaverband_. sollte e;ffst:ei, .
Usbersetzen durch reudvr auf die erkennten feindii"f_f
| Stcllﬁngen'unterltnotzon. N _
‘4. P1.Batl, hatte Auftreg, eine Behelfsbruscke suedl, , -
Bettel (Gentingen) su baumem,
| B, Zeita.bachnitt vomlls. - 18 12.44 (Anla.ge 1)8-
» Erstec Ugbersetzen ueber dio Our verlief ueberraschend .
fuer den Gegner und planmaeulg. Inf.ngt 916 ntieu. feindl, Vider—

standsnester umgehend, bis westl, Bastendorf durch, ‘Hier biieb es bis ‘

'sum 19,12, 1liegen, . da schwere Waffen fehlten und Munition knapp wurde. N

. I'B 915 blied im Angriff am Kordosthang der Hoohe nordvoatl Wal=
lendorf vor feindl. Widerstendenestern liegen. Erst am 18,12, gegen .. -
10,00 Uhr vorm, gelang es dem Rgt., nach Zufuehrnq_g schwerer Waffen, - . =

diese Hoehe xu nehmen,
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I.R, 914 wurde &m i? 12, 1n den ereten Horgenstunden nachgezogen
mit Auftrag, bis zum Bgt, 516 ¢urchznstoanan., Die- gelang bis sum / Kv%ﬂai@~£)
18,12, nicht, da schwere Waffen fehlten und das Bgt, unter starker Flan=
kenbedrohung iitt. Hach zufuahrung»von nohwaren ﬁaffen konnte am 18,12, o
Fouhren besetzt werden, das bereits von Teilen der 5, Fallschirm-Division
im Sturm genommen worden war, QO& N / Cv R CM\f”

Bohelfabruocke suedl, Bettol (Gentingen) wurde am Abend des 17.12,
fertiggeutellt. |

Zeitabschnitt 19, = 22; 128

I.R, 914 etellte am 19, 12. abends Verbindung mtt I. B 91b har. nach-
den Baatendorf gefallen war, Artl. vurde zur Woiterfuahrun; des Angrife
fes usber die Our nach Raum Bastendoff nachgozogen. Die Div, n;hm_gq 3
21,12, Bttelbrusck. Diese Versoegerung trat durch feindl, Bruecken-
gprengungen ein, _ |

Fuer den 22,12, wurde der Angiiff ﬁlt;Zlol Attert-Abschnitt (Bett-
born = Bisgen) fortgesetzt, Feindl, Gegenangriff in Staerke otwa einer
amerikenischen Divieion mit Panzerunterstuetzung zweng gur Aufgabe die-
ser Absicht. | S |

1.R, 916 und 914 wurden auf Brueckenkopfstellung Eitelbrueck U
rueckg?nommen; 1.R.915, weit vorgestaffelt und eingeschloseen, erhielt
den Agftrag. sich durchzuschlagen, Es meldete sich etwa am 26.12. une
ter Verlust seiner Qchveren Waffen bel der ﬁiv. gurueck. t

Zeitabechnitt 23, und 24.12.8 -

Am 23,12, lgg Brueckenkopfbesatzung im Abwehrkampf, ,Ei-s,natl.ssa i

bezog befehlsgemaess gegen Abend den Sicherungsabséhnitt Diékirch -




e v

éur Frage 1,

2,

nein

|
i

I.R, 914 (Div.Reserve) sste deroits in dep
Nacht vom 16./17.12, elngesetst werden (miehe
’Skizze). 

‘1inker Nachbar (276.1.D.) kan nicht vore

.waerts, JFuer eigens Div, bestand dadurch

Flankenbedrohung, die sich mys Fortachreiten '

) don Angriffee stetig vVerstaerkte,

Inranterig hatte Auftrag feindl, Stuetzpunkte

fu umgehen, um Raum nach vorwserts sy gevine

i .;;??en. ER

Kormale Nachrichtonauastattung.
Gut Big gum 24.12,, dann 8toerung dureh

- feindl, Luftwarre,

Keine

Hichta Besonderes g berichten,
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111, Beurtedlung! SR . A
A, Das Gelﬁende fusr den Angriff var t;ef eingeschnitten und

damit unuebersichtlich. Die-Our und Sauer fushrten relssendes Hoch-

wasser, wag den Brueckenschldg ver:oegerto. Diese Nachteile wirkten
sich, wie schon beschrieben, hoechst mhtou;g fﬁer den Angriff, der .
schnell vorwaerts getrageh wurdan,ﬁhaste. auﬁ. i .

B.  Kritische Momentel 16, und 17 12,44 = An Biosen Teagen
susste die Infanterie ohne’ schvero WAffen nnd mit welt abastehender Artile-
lerie kaemnfen. Nachschub von Hunition und Material wvurde durch verzoee
gerten Brueckenschlag stark behindert. E3¢ gik , e

Am 22 12, feindl. Gegensto-s gegen die in Vormarech begriftenen Di-
visionen, Staerke etwa 1 hme;ik Divizion verst&rkt durch 60 = 70 Pap-
zer, - G L o ‘

20, bin 25.12.‘-'Ungalchuéfzﬁe,tiﬁfe Fléﬁke#yvon etwa 20 km, gagﬂh

&e mit feindl, Angriff wu rechnen war, Elerfuer ‘standen der Division '

; keine neserven ur Verfn.gung..m-'

c. Hir nicht moeguch zu beantvorten.

 ges. SCHNIDE
7"3 Gbneralmajor



Appendix VIII:

Major Embert Fossum’s Report, Advanced Infantry Officer’s Course, 1948 — 1949



General Subjeets Section
ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT
THE INFANTRY SCHOOL

- Fort Benning, Georgia .

ADVA‘ECED INFANTRY OFFICERS COURSE
- 1948 - 194¢

TEZ OPERACIONS OF "PASK FORCE L", 109TH INFANTRY
(28IH INFANTRY DIVISION) NEAR GROSBOUS, LUXEMBOURG
20 - 23 DECEMEER 1944
(ARDENNES-ALSACE CAMPA IGN)

(Personal Experience of a [agk Force Commander)

Type of operation deseribed:

REINFORCED RIFLE COMPANY AS SECURITY
FOR THE EXPOSED FLANK OF A DEFENSIVE POSITION

Major Embert A. Fossum, Infantry
ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS CLASS NO 2
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THE OPERATIONS OF "I'ASK FORCE 1", 109TH INFANTRY
(28I'H INFANITRY DIVISION) NEAR GROSBOUS, LUXEMBOURG
20 - 23 DECEMBER 1944
(ARDENNES=-ALSACE CAMPAIGN)

(Personal Experience of a Task Force Commander)

INTRODUCT ION

This monograph covers the operat ions of "Task Foree 1",
109th Infantry, 28th Infantry Division, in the vieinity of
Grosbous, Luxembourg, 20-23 December, 1944, righting againgt
the German Ardennes Offensive,

"Tagk Force L", in reality a heavily reinforced rifle
company, consisted of ¢he following:

Company I, 1l09th Infantry;

1 Heavy Machine Gun Platoon, Company ¥, 109¢h In-
fantry;

1 sSection, 8imm Mortar flatoon, Company M, 109th
Infantry;

1l Seetion, Anti-Tank Platoon, 3d Battalion Head-
quarters Company, 109 h Infanmtry (2 57mm Anti-Tank Guns);

1 Platoon,Company €, 707th Medium Tank Batitalion
(2 M-4 "Sherman" Medium Tanksg);

1 Plat oon, Company i, 630th Tank Destroyer‘Bat-
talion (2 76mm Towed Ant i~Tank Guns)

1 Squad, Company A, 1034 Engineer Combat Battalionj

1 Radio Team, Headguarters Company, l09th Infan-
try (1 SCR 284 mounted on %-ton vehicle);

1 Forward Observer Team, 108th Field Artillery

Battalion (155 Howitzer).



All of vhese units were sadly depleted in strength,
after having battled against overwhelming odds for four
days and nights. As shown before, the cank plétoon consisted
of only two tanks, and the tank destroyer plateon had only
two guns; Company L, the basie unit, consisted of approxi-
mately 100 meh. (1)

In order to explain why this small "task force" was
formed and how it was employed, it will be necessary to first
describe the general situation aleng the Western European
frent and what had happened along chat front, partieularly
in the 28th Infantry Division sector of the VIII Corps, /

First United States Army, during che preceding four days.

JHE GENERAL SITUATION

After the victorious dash across France and Belgium
during the late summer and éarly fall of 1944, the Allied
Armies had pushed up generally against the West“ﬁall‘defensés
of the German border from The Netherlands %o Switzeéland.
Fighting elements had pushed on to the limits of logisti-
cal support, and there was a pause along the entire Western
fronts (2) Early in December the Third United States Army
was preparing fér a thrust into the Saar basin., ({3) Far-
ther north, the First and Ninth United States Armies were
nassing for an attack which was planned to earry them across
the Roer river, over the Cologne plain, and into the heart

of the Nazi Reich., As part of cthis preparation, the Divis=-

(1) Personal Knowledge; (2) A-1l, pp. 56-60; (3) A-1, pp. 71, 72.



lons ¢f the V¥V Corps, First Army, were being torn to shreds
as They bacvtered their way yard by yard Ehrough the 5gre¢n
hell® of Hurtgen forest tomard the Roer dams, the capture
of which was necesgsary before the main attack could be
launched, (4}

Between the Third Army and the positions selected for
the northem attack lay the 80-mile quiet front of the VIII
Corps, extending through the mounbtainous Ardennes region bf'
Belgium and ILuxembourg. In order to coneentrate as large |
a force as possible for che big attack, The high command .
| had decided to risk holding this line with an extremeiy thin
force, (See Map A) (5) |

For three months activity along this front had been
negligible. Minbr pat rol activities were carried on by both
sideg, and there was a regular exchange of carefully rationed
artillery fire. J[raining and rehabilitation were emphasized
for the defending troops. (6)

On 16 December 1944, this long VIII.Gorps front. was
held, from north to south, by the 1l06th Infantry Division,
the 28th Infantry Division, Combat Command A of the 9th Ar-
mored Division, and the 4ch Infantry Division. JIwo of thesge
units, the 106th Infaniry Division and CCA, 9th Armored Di~-
vigion, were new to the combat zone and had been moved (o
this guiet sector for purposes of battle indoctrination.

The other two, 28th Infantry Division and 4th Infantry Di-
vision, had been badly mauled in the bicter battle of Huri-
gen foregt, and had been sent shere for rest and reorgani-

(4) A-1, pp. 69-71; {5) a~1, p. 78; A~2, pp. 142, 143;
(6) A-1, pp. 77~82, ‘



zation, (7) <The 28th Division had lost 248 officers and
5,452 enlisted men as battle casualties during three weeks
- of this fierce fighting in November. (8) Men of the organ-
ization had jokingly changed their battle ery from "Roll.On,
28thi™ to "koll Over, 28th, ana Make Room for Réplacements!"
(9) |

Then, before daylight on the mqrning of 16 December,
the entire VIII Corps front erupted. {(See Wap A) <T[he Nazi
Wehrmacht had massed vhree Armies, eonsisting of twenty di-
visions with a heavy prevonderance of axmor,-and slashed
through the thin Ameriean line, heading for Brussels, the
Meuse, Antwerp, and the North Sea, (10} ['he German Sixth
Panzer Army shoved aside the 99th Infantry Division, sou-
thernmost unit of V Corps, and crashed through the defenses
of the 108th Division., The Fifth TFanzer Army smashed through
the Southern regiment of the 106th Division and split the
28th Diviesion, penetrating its sector in several places for
a Gepth of several nmiles. And the Seventh German Army was
hurled against the Southern regiment of the 28th Division,
the 9th Armored Divisionts CCA, and‘the Noxrthem portion of
the 4th Infantry.Division.‘ (11)

The greatest counter-cffensive drive ever thrown against -
Ameriecan troops had been successfully launched by The Ger-
mans, and fof three days fresh Nazi divisions were shoved in-

tc the breached line to exploit the initisl success. (12)

(7) A=1, p. 77; A-2, p. 143; (8) A-4, ch. IITI (pages not
numbered) {9) Personal Knowledge; (10) A=-3, p. 195;
(11) A-1, pp. 106-115; (12) A-1, pp. 136-149.



I'HE 280'H DIVISION STLUAIION

Almost from the ¢ime of the first blow struck by the
Germans, the situation along the g8th Division's portion of
the line was described by higher headquarters as "fluid". .(15)
All three regiments had been on the line, with the division
covering a 27-mile fronc, and all three had been hit hard. (14}
Phe 112¢h Infantry, on the north, had been cut off from
contaet with the rest of the division by the drive of the
47th Panzer Corps, and on the second day of the battle, in
the absence of orders from division headyuarters, had been
pulled north to St. Vitﬁ by lfajor General froy H. Middleton,
VIII Corps Commander, (15) This regiment fought the re-
mainder of the Ardennes battle as an attachment, suecess-
ively, of the 106th Infantry Division, 7th Armored Divisicn,
75th Infantry Division and XVIII Airbarne Corps., (16) When
operat ional convrol of the 28th Divieion, along with VIII
Corps, passed to Third Army on 201330 December, this regi-
ment remained in First Army. (17)
The 110th Infantry, in the center of the division line,
was hardest hit. rhe main effort of the 47vh Panzer Corps
liueraliy smashed this thinly spread out regiment to bits.
Companies, platodns, and squads were isolated and wiped out,
captured, or pushed baek. (18) T[he major portion of the
109th Field Artillery Battalion, in direet support of the
110th infantry, finally on 19 December struggled into Bas-
togne, where it was attached ¢o the S07th Glider Field Ar-
(20 473 o 100 4000 B, N0 asas ach oh. IvE (1) A-3, p. 175;
A-7, p. 113; (18) &-1, p. 113; A-4, ch. IV. _
-7 -



tillery Battalion of the beleagured 10lst Airborne Divis~
ien, (19) Also at Bastogne was "Pask Force Snafu", made
up of miscellaneous personnel of the 28th Diviesion and other
organi zat ions, under the command of Capfain Charles Brown
of the 110th Infantry, (20) Others fought along side of
clerks, general service engineers, and the division bénd in
an unsuccessful attempt ¢o defend Wiltz, the town where the
division headquarters was located, (21) Finally on 20 De-
cember the remnants of the regiment, consisting of 454 en-
listed men and 42 officers, was collected under division
control and formed a defense line south of Bastogne. (22)
The 109%th Infantry, on the south, stood up better un-
der the iﬁicial assault., Company Z was cut off at longs-
dfpigggz_gnd minor penetraticng were made 1n Company F and Come
;ﬁy pény I sectors. The 60th Armored Infantry Battalion of CCA,
9th Armored Division, on the regiment's right, withdrew %o
Eppeldorf, about three miles from its original front. The
28th Division Commander crdered the 109th vo roll back with
the Oth Armored, so as not o expose its flank, With its
own left flank hanging open and exposed by the penetrations
in the 110th Infantry front, the 109th, on 18 December, be-
gan to pivot to the south, and on the 20th had formed &
line, facing generally north, at right angles to Its origi-
nal position, on the high ground south of Ettlebruck, (23)
This line was extended on the right by CCA of che 9th Ar-
mored Division, CCA of the 10th Armored Divisicn, and ele-
ment & of the 4th Infantry Division, forming the southern
(19) A~5, p. 73; (20) A-5, pp. 69, 70; (21} A-1, p. 1763
A-2, p. 156; A-4, ch. IV; (22) A-1, p. 185; A-4, ch. IV;
(23) A-4, ch, IV; A-6. |
-8 -



"hinge" of the American line against the penetration., (24}

The 107¢h Field Artillery Battalion (105-Howitzer);
the 108th Field Artillery Battalion (155~-Howitzer); Company
A, 103d Engineer Combat DBattalion; Company A, 630th iank
Destroyer Battalion (fowed); and Company C, 707th Medium
Tank BatUalion all swung Go the south with the 109%h Infan-
try, forming LCIL 109, On 20 December eontach with divis-
ion headquarters had been lost and.RCT 109 was attached to
CCA, 9%th Armored Division, which in turn was avvached to
10th Armored Division. (25)

Thus, by 20 December, contact between units of the
28%h Division had become severed and it eould noﬁ be em-
ployed as a unit. (See Map B) RCT 112 was fighting on
the north flapmk of the "bulge" as part of the Firsst Army.
A portion of the 109th Field Artillery and individuals
from other division uniis were at Bastogne but out of di-
rect contaet with division headquarters. The remnantg of
the 110th Infantry, divisional special troops, and divis-
ion headquarters were at Sibret, Belgium, forming part of
the VIII Corps line (nbw part of Third Army) av vhe ﬁest—
ern limits of the penetration. And RCL 109 was on the
south flank with XII Corps, Third Army. (26)

The following statement of Lieutenant Colonel George
Dyer, Special Assistant to the Chief of Staff, XII Corps,
is indieative of the confusion which prevailed all arocund
the perimeter of the "bulge™ which had been driven into
the American lines: "So confused was the situation, and

s0 rapidly did units move in and out that some were never

- {24) A-1, pp. 184; 185; A-3, p. 173; (25) A-1, p. 104;
A-4, ch, IV; A-6; A-7, p. 114; (26) A-4, ch, IV.

-0 -



pinned down long enough tc be reflected on XII Corps paper:
a good example of this is the 109th regiment of the 28th
Infantry Divigion, the rest of which had been seattered off
te the North-and West , which appears on no XII Corps sta-

tion 1list, though it was briefly part of the Corps." (27)

LHE SIIUATTON OF COMPANY L, 109IHE INFANIRY

(e %)

For a clear pieture of the condition and effectiveness

of "Task'Force L", it is necessary to explain in more detail
the operatione of Company L, the basiec unit of the."bask
forcem™, during this four-day period of fighting and confus-
ion, 16-19 December 1944, (See Map BB)

Company 1, 109th Infantry, was the southernmost unit of

the 28th Division when the Gemman attack hit. Although the

company's front was far to¢o wide to be adeqﬁamely defended -
approximagely two miles -- the ground it occupied was admir-
ably adaptable for s defensive situation. Located at 2 ma-
jor river junction, the cempany gitraddled the Sure river ab
Reisdorf and faced vhe Gemmans across the Our river. On the
north, L Company was ¢led in with I Company and on the south
with The 60th Armored Infantry Battalion, 9th Armored Divi-
sion, The positions of Lhe riflemen were on high ground,
whieh on a large portion of the leng company front dropped
almost precipitously down to the west bank of the Qur. (28)
During the Nagit*s initial artillefy preparat ion, which
arcused the company at 0600 on the 16th, the house where L

Company's Command Poét was loeated received direet hits from

(27) A-8, p. 288; (28) Personal Knowledge.
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both conventional artillery and Nebelwerfer rockets, which
set ic afire. And starting with dawn, and eontinuing for
two days at incervals of from four to six hours, I Company's
foxhoies were charged by waves of drunken or "hopped up"
German "Supermen®, wildly firing Sehmeiser machine pistols
and shouting unintelligible battle crys eontaining refer-
ences o "Twenty-eighth™ and "Cognac", (829)

Armor could not operate on this particular portion 6f
the front because of the t;wo rivers and the rugged terrain.
And with an abundance of artillery support, L Company man-
aged L0 beat back every attack. Compény requegts for fire
were delivered by M Company's 8l-mm mortars, regimental Can-
non Company, iwo battalions of 28th Division Artillery, and
a battalion of field artilliery from the Ninth Armored Di-
vigsion. (30)

All of this was not done without considerable loss,
both killed and wounded. And on the 17¢h all available man-
power, including the company's kitehen versonnel, was brought
up and put in the line. (31)

Shortiy after noon on the third day, 18 December, the
company was ordered, via SCR 300, t¢ fall back to Bettendo:f,
the loeation of 3d Battalion headquarters, I[his was accom-
plished with considerable difficulty and some easualiles,
as a limited penetration in I Company's sector to the north
enabled the enemy %0 cover the road back wich automatic wea-
pons fire, (See WMap BB} After engaging in a limived fire
fight, Tthe compseny managed to reach the Bettendorf positibn

about the time darkness fell, but vc do so 1t had been nec~

(29) Personal Knowledge; (30) rfhe writer cannot identify Chis
Armored F,A. Bn;, however, "Cobblestone™ was 1vs telephone code
name; (31) A-6; Personal Knowledge.
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egsary to abandon g guant ity of ammuﬁition; emargency ra-
tions, and the persconal effects of pract ieally all members
of the company, One 60-mm mortar was alsc lost. It was
reported by one member of the mortar crew that he had aban-
doned the weapon after it had been hit by small arms fire,
ruining the elevaiting mechanism, but the company commander.
was never assured whether this aetually happened or whether
the mortar was abandoned in the near panic which accompanied
the daylight withdérawal. (32)

At Bettendorf g defensive position was taken by Com=-
pany L while the remainder of the battalion slipped o the
rear under cover of darkness to join the rest of the regl-
ment in a newly selected defensive position on thé high ground‘
north and east of Diekirch. (See Hap BB) (33) This was an
extremely d4ifficult move, sinee enemy tanks had come down
from the north and cut the main read from Bettendorf to Die-
kireh, which paralleled the Sure river on the north, (34)
With considerable trepidation and no prior reconnaissance, ny
the battalion succeeded in erossing the river at Bettgndorf\
and moved down an unimproved road south of the river (o0 an-
other bridge at Gilsdorf, west of che German road bloeck.
The;e it recrossed o join the remainder 6f the regiment.
After the rest of the battalion had started back, L Company
moved back, one platoon at a vime, over Tthe same route, bub
not until after about ten casualties had been sustained from
intense artillerj, rocket, and mortar fire. Lhe last group

from the company to leave Betvendorf assisted members of

(32) Personal Knowledge; (33) (%4) A-6; Personal Knowledge.
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Company A, 1034 Bngineer Combat Battalion, vo blow both
bridges after crossing. (35)

‘"he new position near Diekirch wag held through the
nexsg day, 19 December, but was subjected to repeated attécks
of both infantry and tanks, In g limited counter atiack,
directed toward the German road block which had eut tThe
main route back, I Company's first platocon eaptured 8l pris-
oners., 1in spice of these successes, by nightfall iv was ap-
pareni that the regiment's new misgion of covering the flank
of CCA, 9th Armored Division, could not be accomplished from
this position, and anoither wichdrawal to the south bank of
the river at Ettlebruek was ordered, (See Map BB) (38)

Again Company L was given the task of eofering the
movement, which began immediately after dark, (37) [he
route of withdrawal was covered by enemy artillery fire, and_
more than 30 cacualties were suffered as the regiment pulled
south, (38) ®hen L Company had crossed the river, the
bridge at Ettlebruck was blown, and the remainder of the
night was spent by the company digging in along the river

bank through the town., (39)

"PASK FORCE L" IS FORYED

However, by daylight plans had been changed, "lask
Force L" had bpeen formed, and a new move wag in progress.
| A new so0lid line was being formed on she soucth flank
of the German area of penetration by XII Corps. Lhis new

(35) Personal Knowledge; (3%6) A~4, ch, IV; A~6; (37) Per¥
sonal Knowledge; (38) A-6; (39) Personal Knowledge.
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line extended east and west from the vieinity cf Echter- W
nach %0 the high ground about two miles south of Ettlebruckjwwp
(46) RCI 109 was to form the western portion of the line,
Its 2d Battalion, which had suffered greatest in the prev-
ious four days fighting, was tied in with 9th Armored units
left of Zrmsdorf, Ihe lst Battalion dug in on the high
ground jusb south of Lttlebruék. 3d Battalion was 0 cover
‘the left flank of this line, and in order to aceomplish this
wag broken down into chree units which were .o Be posted at
ma jor road junetions vo the west of ivhe main line, (SJZ
Map G) (41) |

I Company, reinforced, moved inio Feulen. K Company,
reinforced, moved inro Merzig, 3d Battalion headquarters
was set up at Michelbuech, And "lask Forece L™ was to move
seven miles southwest and ocoupy vhe town of Grosbous. (42)

Orders given the little "ﬁask force” were in substance
as Tollows: ove out at 0500 (aboutv an hour and a half he-
fore daylight)and go to Grosbous. If the enemy is in the
town, drive him out and oeccupy it. If the enemy 1is not there,
set up a perimeter defense and hold at all eosts. r‘he Ger-
man S5th Parachute Division and 352 Volksgrenadier Division
are known to be operating to our irmediate north and west and
may move agsinst the town from any direetion, Communioate .
directly with regiment, by~-pacsing battalion channels, Good-
bye and good luck, (43)

The men and officers of vhis 1lictle group, after four
days and nights of constant contact with the enemy, were so

(40) A-1, p. 184; (41) (42) A-4, ch, IV; A4-6; (43) Personal
Knowledge,
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worn with loss of sleep and fatigue that the ominous sound
of the orders did nov arouse undue ooncern or interest. They
were almost too tired, cold and hungry to cére.

Incegsant attack by the enemy and the digeging of three
successive positions during the wit hdrawal had fatigued them
almost beyond endurance, ({44)

Blankets, rolls, and overccats had, for che most part,
been ljost or sbandoned, and the December weather seemed to
grow more bitterly cold each hour. (45)

There had hardly been time to eat, even if food had been
available., when they had left their original position at
Reisdorf shortly afcer noon on the 18th, each man had carried
one-third of a K-ration with him in his pocket. Another one-
third of a K=ravion had been issued as they left Diekireh on
the night of the 1lvth, And while in Ettlebruck, during the
early morning hours of 20 December, many members of the com-
pany had shared in a quanticy of canned poultry and fruit
Juices left there by the 1024 Zvacuation hespital, which had
made an extremely hurried evacuation. (46)

I'he men of the attached units had suffered about the
same experiences, For instance, Lieutenaﬁt Juarry, who com=-
manded the tank platoon from Company €, 707th Tank Battalien,
had two tanks.hit and burned while he was riding in nﬁem
during the previous four days. The gecond time, after es-
caping from the burning vehiele, he had been forced ¢o swim
the Sure river under a hail 61‘ enemy small-arms fire. (47)

So it was a pretty badly beaten unit vhat headed for

Groshous. Merale was certainly at a low ebb,

(44) (45) (46) (47) Personal Xnowledge,
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As the column'moved‘out of Ettlebruck, some enemy had
apparently suceeeded in crossing the river, and a few shots
were exchanged with one “erman in the churchyard in the cen-
ter of vown., (48)

| I Company and X Company had already taken up their po-
gsitions in Feulen and Merzig, respectively, when "Task Force
L" moved chrough, but exeept for the one lone German at The
Ettlebruek church, no enemy had been eontacted by any ele-
ments of the battalion. hen daylight came, however, one
unforgeen diffieulty wés encountered, <{he road became jammed
with refugees, on foot, in trucks, on bieyeles, pushing
carts, and leading ox-carts, seriously impeding the progress
0f Lhe vehicular element s of The column, which were follow-

ing by bounds behind the dismounted rifle elements. (49)

ORCANIZALION OF A PERIMETER DEFENSE AT GROSBOUS

Except for the diffieculty of pushing throﬁgh the swarm
of Iluxembourg farmers, fleeing with all their livestock and
possegsions, Grogshous was entered and ocoupied mithbut inéi-
dent, But immediately upon arrival in the town, the "task
forcem wag confronted with four obvious problems, which che
commander rfelt should be dealt wish according %o the follow=-
ing priority: first, organization of the defensive position;
gsecond, providing some rest for the men, now near the point
of exhaustion; vhird, providing some adequate feeding plan;
and fourth, exercising some mamner of control over the ei-

vilians.

(48) (49) Personal Knowledge.
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To cope with problem number one, the task force com-
mander and the platoon leaders immediately made a reconnais-
gance to determine how the perimeter defense was %o be set
up. (See Map D)

They found that Grosbous was a typical Buropean villége,
with buildings of so0lid masonry construction extending for
about 1000 yarde along the highway and along side-streets
for 200 to 300 yards on either side. T'he main highway, over
which the "task foree™ had entered the town, was a hard-sur-
faced road coming in from the east and curving through the
town, going out in a southwesterly direction, From the cob-

blestone square in front of the village church, another hard-
surfaced road led out of the town, almost due south, To the
north and northwest, six unimproved roads and wagon trails
led up inso the wooded hills.

The village lay on the north side and near the end of
a valley, about 1500 yards in width, whieh extended gener-
ally from west to east., [o the north of the town high hills
roge rather abruptly. These were heavily wooded on the
crest, but fhe lower portions were cleared pasture lands and
terraced cultivated fields. On the south side of The val-
ley a low ridge, wooded along the crest, generally paralleled
the main highway leading through the town., A small creek
floied easterly along the floor of the valley, and three
others, one running through the town, emptied into this,
flowing down from the hills in a southwesterly direction,
However, all were small and were little or no obstacie to

either foot troops or tracked vehicles. South of the town,
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near the village cemetery, was a large orchard, Except for
this, the floor of the valley consisted of cleared fields.,
A1l surfaced roads were lined on either side By rows of reg-
ularly spaced tall trees.

Although as stated in the crders to the "task force®,
large bodies of enemy were known to be operating o the
north and west and could approasch the town unimpeded from
almost any direction, it appeared that vhe mest likely ap-
proach was from the east, along the route over which the
"task force" had just come. And this route was blocked at
Feulen by Company I and at lMerzig by Company K.

Time would not permit an exiensive reconnaissance of
the six unimproved roads leading over the high hills %o the
north and northwest, and although they obviously'led to Ger-
man-held territory, it did not appear likely that any large
enemy force would atbempt to use these poor and difficult
routes when better ones were easily accessible., [he paved
roads to the south and southwest led in the direction of Am-
erican-held areas but ﬁere undefended near Brosbous and
were open to any enemy making a flanking‘movement from the

‘west, But last contaet with the enemy had been at Ettle-
bruek, so the rdad to that place was considered to be the
most likely approach and it wag decided that this route
would be most heavily defended, (See Map D) (50)

A perimeter defensive'position was laid out around
the town, extending about 1200 yards in a north-south di-
rection and about 750 yards from east co west. I[hls ex-

tended, roughly, around the outermost buildings of the Town

(50) Personal Knowledge.
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and eculd not be contracted without greatly reducing visi-
bility and fields of fire. Obviously, it could not be

t ightly defended by a half-strength rifle company. So it

was organized int o gquad positions -- for squads consisting

of five or six men =-- as close-in supvort of the automatbie
weapons and anti-tank guns., For the most part it was possible
L0 oover the wide gaps between squads and platcons with small-
arme fire. B3But even spaced as thin as they were, no rifle-
men were left for an inner perimeter or reserve, (51)

The first platoon was deployed for about 750 yards
around the eastern and ncrtheastern portions of the town,
covering the main road toward Merzig, Feulen, and Eitle-
bruck and one unimproved road to the north. L Company's
+00 caliber machine gun was dug in with the center squad,
firing direetly up the main road. A section of heavy .30
caliber machine guns waé placed with a rifle squad north of
this main road, and the other section of heavy machine guns
and a rifle squad were dug in south of the main road. The
two 76-mm tank destroyer guns were placed on high ground,
north of the town, protected by the northernmost squad and
als¢ covering the main avenue of approach, (52)

The third platcon was stretched for about 600 yards
around the south and southwest porticns of the perimeter.
Bach squad of this platoon was reinforced with a light .30
caliber machine gun. (53) The two surfaced rcads, leading
south and southwest out of the town, were each covered by
one of these squads. The third squad was dug in between

these roads in the large orchard, One of the 57-mm anti-tank

(51) (52) Personal Knowledge; (53) One extra light machine
gun had been picked up from a knocked-out Ameriean tank sev-

eral days earlier, _
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gunsg was emplaced_uo eover the road leading to the south-
west., (54)

The second platoon, with no automatic weapons except
Browning automavie rifles, was placed to the west and north
of the town, covering about 500 yards across five of the un-
improved roads which led up to the wooded hills. The re-
maining 57-mm anii-tank gun was placed on the left flank of
this position, where it could fire up one of the unimproved
roads and aeross three others, (55)

The two 8l-mm mortars and the company's remaining two
60-mm mortars were set up near the cemetery in the southern
part of the village, emplaced to cover the eastern and north-
eastern approaches. (56)

The two medium tanks were left in the center of the town
t0 be utilized as a mobile reserve against attack from any
direetion, These, along with I Company's first sergeant, the
regimental radio team, and the engineer squad, constituted
the entire reserve of the "sask forecem. (57)

Men were just not available vo set up an adéquate out-
post sysiem, and listeninglposts were held down to a bare
minimum. Three two-man outpoests were set up., One was near
& large farm house about 500 yards down the main road in
front of the third platoon, near a bridge where the road
erossed a creek. And the third was put in at the edge of
the woods about 400 yards forward of the second placcon's
middle squad, {(58)

As soon as the necessary foxholes and emplacements for

the erew-gerved weapons could be dug, problem number iwo was
(54) (55) (56) (57) (58) Perscnal Knowledge.

- 20 -



tackled and measures were taken to obtain some sleep and
rest for the men. A system was set up whereby half of the
men could oecupy houses immediacely adjacent to their as-
gigned positions, This reduced the number actually in their
holes t 0 barely enough %0 man the crew-served weapons with
- an additional two, Three, or four riflemen to each squad
position, Bul unless some rest could be obtalned it seemed
obvious that they would be in no physieal econdivion to put
up any resisvance, (59)
fhe third problem -- that of feeding -- virsually solved
itself. In Ettlebruck the batvalion S-4 had managed to ob-
tain about 100 blankets for 1T Company, and these, along with
8 Guantity of K-rations, were brought to Grosbous in company
tranegporcation with the "task force" and issued there. fhat
relieved the immediate hunger problem, and very scon these |
rations were supplemented, to a large exient, by smoked hams
and ssusages which the men soon ferreted out of the chimney
smoke closets of many of the abandoned Luxembourg homes., (60}
These ravions and the much-needed rest whiech the men
managed “o obtain undisturbed by the enemy during ﬁhe remain-
der of 20 December served Go buoy the spirits of the "task
Torce™ congiderably, and morale reached the highest peak in

several days.

{¥3 CIVILIAN PROBLENM

The final problem, that dealing with the eivilians, was

approached next, Some Arerican Arry service unit had been
(59} (60) Personal Knowledge.

- 21 =



billeted in the villege previously, and had been withdrawn

Lo the rear as soon as the extent of the Geérman break-through
became tnown, .hen these Troops had left, many of vhe Lux-
embourg residents began to doubt the wisdom and safety of re-
raining friendly to Allied personnel, and doubtless there were
some who had real sympathy for the Nazi céuse. In any case,
rany of these eivilians, either hostile or with wavering loy-
21ty toward Americans, had prepared a welcome for the cnrush-
‘ing Germans, hen "lask Force L" arrived in Ghe town il was
confronsed with many Swastika flage and Nazi banners dis-
played in front of homes and places of business, and it secemed
likely that the pogition was infested with unfriendly per-
sons and potential spies, indistinguishable from those who
were friendly and deserving of treatment as Allies., (61)

As 'ﬁhe perimeter defenze was being prepared arcund the
town, many of the residents, with their livestock and other
portable possessions, started to leave., [he problem was to
prevent spies and informers frem going %o the German forces
with information concerning the strength, armament, and po-
sition of the "task force™, and at the same time to enable
the loyal Iuxembourgers o eseape from falling into the hands
of the Germans again, Many would undoubtedly have, in such
a case, suffered severe retaliation for having been friendly
and cooperative with American forces sinpe their liberation
the previous Seplember,

fhe "task force" commander, with an interpreter, went to

the mayor and village priest and laid down this rule: tThose

(61) Personal Knowledge.
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who wished to leave could do so, using only those routes to
the southwest and south away from known German-held terri-
tory, and they were given a three-hour deadline to ¢lear the
town, No one would be permitted to pass outside of the peri-
meter after the deadline hour, and those who remained would
have %o take the risk of remaining in ¢heir homes and cellars
if a battle developed., This word was quickly spread, and a
large majority of the residents made a hurried exit. (62)
Lthere wag anocher more favorable aspect to the eivilian
situation, Asg 1 Company was leaving Diekirech on the night
of the 19th the "task force" commander had witnessed the ex-
ecution of geveral perscns -- described as Nazi collabora-
tors -- by members of the Luxembourg "poliece™, who were for-
mer members of the underground and were now identified by an
arm-band and armed with eaptured German weapons, Now Die-
kireh was in the hands of the Wehrmacht, and a group of 15 of
these "policen, several of whom were recognized as those who
had shot the collaborators, arrived at Grosbous and offered
their services, Their offer was accepted, and they were
utilized as welcome replacemenss in the depleted rifle pla-
toons of I Company, Throughout the remainder of this opera-

tion they stayed and fought as members of the "task Torce”.

(63)

CUANGZS ON THE REGIMENTAL FRONT

Another serious problem soon arose, The SCR 284 proved

incapable of maifitaining continuous or adeguate communieation

(62) (63) Personal Knowledge.
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with ;egimental headquarters, and shortly after dark a liai-
son officer from regiment arrived in a ;-ton vehicle over
the road which led from the south, He informed cthe m™task
forece" commander that after a more ecareful stuay of the sit-
uation, the regimental commander, Colonel James E, Ruddef,
felt that the flank seeurity mission could best be accom-
plished from a defensive position on the low, wooded ridge
L0 the southwest, péralleling the main road at a distance

of from 1000 to 1300 yards., He also stated that a t elephone
line was then in the process of being strung from regimenital
headquarters 10 the company and should be in within a couple
of hours. (64)

He said vhat the 1st Battalion had observed large num-
bers of enemy in Ettlebruck and had been directing a consid-
erable volume of artillery fire on them. I Company, at Feu-
len, had been attacked by a strong comhat patrol and had re-
pulsed it. (See Map C} (65)

With this informat ion, the ™iask force™ moved across the
valley and began to dig in along the edge of the woods near
the eregt of the ridge, stretched out on a frong of aboub |
1300 yards, (66)

After aboul three hours had been used in digging in
these new positions, the regimental wire team arrived, and
the "task force™ leader immediately called his regimental
commander and informed him of the situation. As a result
of this conversation, it was decided that the original pe-

rimeter defense around the town should be reoceupied and

(64) Personal Knowledge; (65) A-6; (66) Personal EKnowledge.
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that tThe new position on the crest of thelridge should serve
as an alternate position., As soon ag the foxholes and gun
emplacements were completed, the entire "task rorce" moved
back into the perimeter positions around Grosbous, and the
Uelephone line was exvended to the command post whieh had -
been establiched there., (67)

21 December was a quiet day at Grosbous, but information
of increased enemy activity in other portions of the regi-
mental sector was received with regularity over the wire'from
the regimental command post. Onee during the day, a regi-
mental liaison officer again arrived at the "task force™ po-
sition to get first-hand informastion of the situation there
and o app%f;t the "fask force" commander of what was hap-
pening elsewhere, (See Map E) (68)

At 0520 that morning, Company I had repulsed an attack
made by a company of enemy infaﬁtry at Feulen. CCA, Sth
Armored Division, reported inerecased pressure near Ermsdorf
and the G-2 6f that organization warned of a probable Nazi
drive from the northwest., (69) | |

lst Battalion had fought off combat patrols and had eap-
tured a German officer who carried an operat ion map whieh
showed that the 332 Volksgrenadief Division was to attack f
through Ettlebruck and then turn south to Arlon and TuXxem—
bourg City, uitilizing the Feulen-Merzig-Groébous road.ﬂﬂng)~

By noon the pressure on I Company had inereased To such
a degree that Feulen could not be held by vhis small force,
and it was pulled south and east to the high ground over-

(67) (68) Personal Knowledge; (69) A-6; (70) A~6; Personal
Knowledge.
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looking Merzig. (See Map E) (71)

The position of Company c,‘on the left flank oflthe lst
Battalion, was adjusted to vie in with I Company. Constant
enemy activity, including motor movement, was reported ffom
then on in front of these two compahies, Enemy infantry,
supported by tanks, pressed against XK Company at Merzig, and
shortly after dark that unit was pulled back astride the
road ¢o Michelbuch, extending the regimental line to the
south, <The road vo Groshbous was now ce¢leared for the enemy.

(78)

DEFENSE OF [HE VILLAGE

At about 2100 "lask Force L's" listening post on the
road from Merzig reported enemy troops approaching. It was
an extremely dark night and the number could not be esti-
mated with any aecuracy -~ on the spot estimates ranging from
50 4o 200. ihey were moving incautiously, massed on the road,
and making conciderable noise, T[he "tacgk force" was immed-
iately alerted and all men swiftly went to their assigned
foxholes, (See Map D) (73)

Although it was too dark to see anything, socn movement
eould be readily heard 300 to 400 yards in front of the main
line, I[he .50 caliber machine gun opened up first, spraying
the road direetly to its front. AfGer the initial burst it
was joined by fire from the two sections of heavy .30 galiber
machine guns and all of the rifles and automaviec rifles of

the rirst platoon. (74)
(71) A-4, ch. IV; A-6; (72) (73) A=6; (74) Personal Knowledge.
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Crieg of pain and surprise proved thai the fire was ef-
feetive, and the enemy who were not hit immediately t ook to
Their heels, The men of the "tacsk forcé" gat tight in their
holes, no pursuit being atiempted in'ﬂhe inky darkness., (75)

A report of the incident was immediately telephoned to
regiment, and after abouv an hour with no further enemy ac-
tivity, the "task force" was ordered to move up on the ridge
©o its alternate position. (76) It is o be remembered at
This vime that the mission of KCGL 109 was not to guard the
Feulen~-Merzig-Grosbous road, but was to protect the exposed
flank of the XII Corpa line from envelopment from the west and
northwest,

This shift of positions, though unimpeded by the enemy,
was not without incident, In attempting %o tow one of Lhe
76-mm tank destroyer guns from its posivion above the town,
the half-tfacked prime mover glid on che steep, muddy grcund,
and the gun was wedged between two trees, It could not be
extricated in the dark, so part of the breech mechanism was
removed Lo prevent its being used by the Germans, and it was

temporarily abandoned. (77)

ORGANIZATION OF DEFLNSE LINZ ON IHE RIDGE

On vhe ridge, the "task force” oceupied the previcusly
prepared positions, spread across a front of about 1300 yards
and generally paralleling the main road shrough Grosbous &t
& range of from 1000 to 1500 yards. (See Map F)

The ground on vhe ridge was extremely muddy and slippery,

(75) (76) {77) Personal Knowledge.



and the tracked vehicles had considerable difficulty in mov-
ing to gcod firing positions, Howevér, through the skillful
effortis ¢f the half-track driver, the remaining 76-mm tank
destroyer gun was placed in a good position about 150 yards
to the right (east) of the road., The two tanks remained on
the hard-surfaced road in positions where they had exception-
ally good fields of fire but were completely expocsed, <(he
two 57-mm anti-tank guns were placed to cover two unimproved
roads, running along the top of the ridge, one to the East
and one to the west. The attached squad of engineers served
'as eloge-in rifle support for these weapons. (78)

The rifle plat cons were assigned sectors of about 300
&ards each, The second platoon was placed on che left of -
the road, reinforced by the three light machine guhs and the
+50 caliber machine gun., The first platoon was on the immed-
iate right of the road, providing close-in support ror Ghe
tank destroyer gun and reinforced with a seetion of .30 cali-
ber machine guns., The third platoon was on the right of the
first, also reinforeed with one sectiion of heavy .30 caliber
machine guns. (79)

. The 8l-mm mortars and the 60-mm mortars were in defiladed
positions about 1800 yards range to the center of the town and
less to most observed portions of the main highway. {80)

o give the "task force" some protection on its right .
flank, the commanding officer of RCL 109 had c¢rdered Company
A, 1034 Engineer Combat Battalion (minus the squad with the
ntask foree") to dig in a posicion in the draw between "Pask

Foree L" and Ghe main regimental line. (See fap E} This

(78) (79) (80) Personal Knowledge.
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gap,.however, was about one mile in width and could not possi-
bly be covered by this small unit. And the position selected
by these engineers to defend was so_deep in the heavily wooded
draw Cthat the "tagsk foree" could not tie in with them, To do
g0 would have meanv Lhe sacrifice of all good fields of fire
and vislbility by pulling the defense force back t0 a reverse
slope position on the heavily wooded ridge. DBut the engineers
remained there and did not take any part in the subsequent
action., (81)

Continued acﬁivity wag reported from other sectionsg of
the regimental front. That portion of the road from lMerzig
to Feulen,'now in German hands, was interdicted by our ar-
tillery throughout the night. At 0300, 22 December, the ene-
my penetrated our lines between C Company and B Company, but
A Company -- the regimental reserve -- was commicvted and the
line was restored, By daylight the enemy had pushed down the
road from Merzig toward Michelbueh, and all available men ab
3d Batvalion command post were thrown into the fight at that
point. (See lap E) (82)

During the night, liaison cfficers from the 518th and
319th Infantry Regiments, 80th Infantry Division, had con-
tacted regiment and stated that their units, a part of III
Corps, Third Army, were moving north and would attack through
our lines sometime in the morning. Grosbous, however, lay
just east of their division boundary, and "Task Force L"
would probably be relieved, they said, by elements of the
26th Infantry Division which was moving up on the left of
the 80th. (83)

(81) A-6; Persocnal Knowledge; (82) A-6; (83) A-4, ch, IV; A-6.
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Meanwhile, "lack Force L" spent che remainder of the
night improving ite position and patrolling to determine the
enemy's movemenvs, Shortly after daylight a light tank was
Observed about 1800 yards To ¢he northeast, moving down the
road toﬁard Grosbous. Closer observasion, through field
glasses, revealed that two meh_in 0.D. uniforms were pedal-
ing furieusly down che road on bieyeles, about 200 or 300
vyards in front of the tank, Thege men were soon iﬂentifieé
as a patrol which had been sent out from the 1lst platoon
during the night. The forward cbserver from the 108th Field
Artillery Battalion (155-Howitzer), Immediately called for
a fire mission, and several rounds were fired at the tank,
Although no direet hits were made, some near misses caused
the tank to head back. It curned off cn an unimproved road
leading into the wooded hills on the north and was scon ou
of sight. Llhe artillery firing served a very useful purpose,
however, furnishing regisiration data for the fire direction
center., (84)

The wwio members of (he patrel, when they finally arrived
at the "task forece" posiition, reported that wvhey had stopped
at a farmhouse when {hey heard_the tank appreoaching, ihey im-
mediately seized the two bleyecles, which were at the house and
appéared to be the fastest availaﬁle means of transporvatien,
and headed back for the company. ’

They further réported that 31 dead German infantrymen
were scathered over che road in front of Ghe Grosbous posi-
tion, where the fight in c¢he dark had taken place the night

before. Most of chem, they said, appearéd o have been stopped

(84) Personal Knowlege,
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by the .50 caliber gun. ({835)

By the time they'had arrived, snow had begun to fall,
and it was soon coming down so heavily that visibility was
iimited to a few yards. rhis continued with undiminished
incensity tor about two hours.

In the meantime, the "task forece" commander was informed
chat the attﬁck near 3d Battalion headquarters had been beat-
en bff, and that che 318th and 319th Infantry Regiments had
" paszed chrough all obther elements of the regiment and were
now attacking in an attempt to recapture lerzig and Feulen
and Ettlebruck, (86) Although no econtact had been made with
anyone from the Z26th Infantry Division, Fthat organizacion was
known to be moving forward somewhere nearby. It was not
knovin, however, from which direetion it would be coming., Or-
~ders to "Task Force L" were L0 watch for the 26th Division and

L0 inform regimenv when it was contacted. (87)

AVBUSH CF (7E GORMIAN COLUMN

About 1000 hours the snow began to lessen and a solid
golumn of troops and vehicles could be seen on the road to
Grosbous, extending throcugh the town and off to the southwest
for several huncred yarde, strung out laterally across the
front cf the "bask forece" at ahout 1300 yards range. Visi-
bility was not good encugh to determine whether it was a
friendly or enemy Torce. {See Liap F) (88)

Patrols werTe immediately sent down L[oward the road %o

(85) Personal Knowledge; (86) A-9; (87) (88) Personal Knowledge.
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determine whether ii was a friendly or enemy foree., Regi-
ment was called in an effort to learn the identity of this
column, The regimental éOmmand wag not at the command post,
and the regimental executive officer ordered the "task force"
commander not %o fire on the column, for fear that it might
be the 26th Division units which were past due in that area
or one of the 80th Division units which had just arrived.
Although it was poiﬁted out that it wasg exbremely unlikely .
that any friendly trooﬁs would be eoming from that direction,
it was ﬁlso unlikely that an attacking enemy would be in
elosed column on the rodd with no apparent flaﬁk secufity,
and The order held that no fire was to be delivered unless
‘positive identifieation coﬁld be made, (89)

By this time the snow had almost completely stopped,
and the patrols were back with positive news that the column
was German., The regimental commander, who had just arrived
back at his C.P. called then %o say that no American units
could be on that road and to fire away. (90)

All this time the enemy column continued to move slowly
down the road, and the task force, perched on the ridge along
their south flank, was undetected. (91)

The german column, wvwhich was stretched along the road
for about a mile and a half, consisted mostly of foot troops.
Néar the tail of the eolumn there were some vehicles, three
or four light artillery pieces -~ probably 75-mm howitzers --,
and two light tanks. The infantry troops were closed up
tight, with one column on each side of the road. The vehieles

were in closed column, (92)
(89) (90) (91} (92) Personal Knowledge.
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It was quiekly decided chat it would be most effective
to bring vhe heaviest possible volume of fire down on tGhe un-
sugpect ing enemy at one time, and word was sent up and down
the line for no one to fire a single round until the artillery
opened up. T[hen they were told to pour it on, (93) |

The 108th Field Artillery Battalion (l55-Howitzer) was
ecalled to fire on tha; portion of Ghe column east of Grosbous,
and vhe 107th Field Artillery Battalion (105-Howitzer) was
asked for a fire mission on the leading portions of the col=-
umn, southwest of the town. The two tanks and the one 76-mm
tank destroyer gun, all located near the center of the posi-
tion, would fire at the best targets they could pick up along
the entire line, concentrating on the vehicles. The mortars,
both 8l-mm and 60-mm, were to fire into the town to dislodge
troops that were obscured from sight by the buildings. Al-
though the range was 00 great for effective rifle fire, all
machine guns, rifles, and automatiec rifles were to be firea
into that portion of the column nearest their front, (94)

The forward observer from c¢he 108th Field Artillery con-
tacted his unit by radio and was t0ld chat che entire bai-
talion would fire the mission and keep it up ag long as prof-
itable targets were avéilable. There was no observer teaﬁ
from the 107th Field Arvillery Battalion present, buis an L
Company platoon leader was designated to fill chis berth and
arrangcements were made to relay the fire mission and adjust-
ment calls through regiment to this unit. This whole battal-

ion would also fire the mission. (95)

(93) (94} (95) Personal Knowledge.
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As scon as the first eall of "on the way" was received
from the artillery, a hand signal was given by the "task force"
commander and everything opened up.

The German column almost seemed to disinvegrate under
the initial blast of fire. Some of the vehieles managed %o
turn around and head back, out of sight. Others were knockedr
out by the tanks and tank-déstroyer fire, Still others were
abandoned, Individuals and small groups of infantry were seen
seurrying for cover toward buildings and up the steep slopeé
on the cther side of town, Not one round of any kind was
fired in return by the bewildered enemy. (96)

Parvicularly effective "pursuit by fire™ was delivered
against the small groups above the village by the 76-mm sank
destroyer gun, Firing high explosive ammunition at a range
of about 2000 yards, this weapon scored several direct hits
on small knots of men, sharply silhouetted'against the back-
ground of snow-covered fields between the town and woods, (97)

Every weapon in the cask force was utilized except the
two 5%-mm anti-tank guns and the rifles of the engineer squad,
covering vhe flanks and rear of the defensive position. (98)

For almoct 20 minutes chis devastating fire was continued,
uat il no more targets were visible, Lhen the 1lst platbon Was
pulled out of its position in the center of cvhe 1line and was
sent hurrying toward the town to drive out any Germans who
had taken refuge vhere. Iittle resistance was met. Five en-
emy were killed by rifle and carbine fire just as tche leading
men of the platoon reached the first buildings of the town.

Others were encountered near the church, in the center of the

(96) {97) (98) Personal xnowledge.
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tewn, but they were fleeing agc Trapidly as possible and offered
practically no opposition. Cne I Company man was wcunded whén
a Tifle grenade fired by a retreating German exploded against
the stone wall of a building near him, rhat was the only cas-
ualty suffered by "lask Force L" during its entire period of
operations, 20-283 December. (%9) .

Just ag the first platoon was entering the village, the
éd Battalion commander arrived on the scene., After the tomn
had been cleared, he ordered the first platoon moved back to
1is position on the ridge in preparaticn for and expected
counter aitack, The tank destroyer gun, abandoned the night
before, was now dislodged and alsc brought up to the ridge.
(100)

Flushed with their success, the men of the "task force™
waited confidently in their foxholes, but no counter attack
developed., any of the German infantrymen had reached the
cover of ¢he woods north of the towmn, and some near the head
and tail of the column had managed to get out of sight of the
"tagk foree", DBut those who survived the ambush did not re-
organize and attack the position, although they undﬁubtedly
greatly outnumbered the defenders, (101)

Althcugh i¢ was not known at this time, vhe explanation
for thig probably lies in the fact cthat the SOth Diviegion was
jus®t launching its attack toward Merzig and Feulen, and the
ma in body of Germans had ivs hands full. ‘hile "[agsk Force
1" was enjoying its successful ambush of the column, elements
of the 319th Infantry caught a similar group on the road be-

tween Merzig and Feulen -- probably anosher serial of the

(99) (100) (101) Personal Knowledge.
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same formatiocn ~- and eompletely disorganized it with ar-
tillery and direct fire. (102) |

No accurate estimate of the German ocasualtles can be
made, <LThe mopping-up operation in the town was hasvily ex-
‘ecuted, and the pursuit was not carried along the road 1o
either the east or scuthwest. However, the enemy unit in-
volved was identified as the 915th Regiment, 352 Volksgrena-
dier Division, G-2, Third Army, estimated that this divis-
ion had an effective combat strength of 7000 on 21 Decem=-
ber (103), and this estimate had dropped to 5000 by 24 De-
cember, (104) A portion of this considerable loss was un=-
doubtedly sustained in this action. From the position on
the ridge, nuﬁerous enemy dead could be cseen strewn along
the road. (105)

Since the remainder of hic unit had been relieved by
the 319th Infantry and had moved for rest and a hot meal to
the Gown of Schandel, about five miles due south of Gros-
bous, the 3d Battalion coﬁmander remained with "Task Foree
I" the remainder of the day and throughout the night. (106)

No more,German activity was encduntered, and at 0515
on the 23rd leading elements of the 104th Infantry, 26th In-
fantry Division, arrived at the pos%tion. {107) They ex-
plained that they had not arrived there the previous day,
along with the 80th Division units, because they had met
~considerable enemy resistance on the road southwest of Gros-
bous. Upon their arrival, "lask Force L" was disbanded.

The attached units were releaced to their parent organiza-

(102) A-9; (103) A-10; G-2 Annex 28, p. CXXIII; (104) A-10;
G-2 Annex 28, p. CXXV; (105); (106); (107) Personal Knowledge.,
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tions, and 1 Company moved to Vichten, about five miles to
the southwest, where a hot meal wés served and preparations
were made far a new attack, to be 1§unched in eoordination
with the 10th Armored Division the following morning. (108)
There was atill to be more fighting around Grosbous,

however, [he 104th Infantry did not immedisately occupy Gros-
bous when "Task Force L" left cthe ridge, and it was necessary
for this regiment to fight to regain the town, capturing a
Tew prisoners there the following night, It was two days af-
ter "Task Force L™ had left the position before the pocket

of resistance encountered by the zéth Division troops south-

west of Grosbous was cleared. klog)

ANALYSIS AND GRILICISM

Upon c¢lose analysis it would appear that the errors of
the German attacking force contributed in great measure %o
the success enjoyed by "lPask Force L" at Grosbous and on the
ridge overlooking the town.

v The first attacking force of Germans to move against
the town, moving right down the road in a massed formation
Wwith no attempt to mainfain secerecy and no normal security
elements emplojed, was set up like pins in a bowling alley
for the American machine guns, vit is elmost impossible to
und erst and why the 1argg%f$3§6e would move down the road in
closed formation the following day, without any flank se-

curity, even under cover of the dense snowfall, since they

must have known that shere were defending forces nearby.

(108) Personal Knowledge; (109) A-10; G-2 Annex 28, p. CXXITII;
A-11.
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The only reasonable explanation for chese actions of
the German troops is overconfidence. Ihey were part of a
vietorious army which in a few days had torn gaping holes
in the American lines. And on the same road Ameriecan troops

had withdrawn from both Feulen and Merzig soon after being

M\ atiacked and had left passage through these towns open o
the Nazis, They must have assumed that the same pattern of
defense -- glight delay anc 'uheﬁ withdrawal -- would be fol-
lowed at Gyposhous.

This Germar unit, the 352 Volksgrenadier Division, was
given a combat evaluation of "good fighting unit" by Third
Army G=2 (110) and was further deseribed as having been com-
posed of young German Air Forece and Naval person.nei who, af-
ter three and a half months of training and reorganization,
had become "good asgsault infaniry vroops". (1l1l) But tTheir

svactions against "lask Force L" and their estimacesof the sit-
‘uat ion were completely erroneous, |
| vihe security measures taken by "lask Force L" were not

E&?t13533213.ngmen@ablg“sjghgr. After that unit had moved

‘to its alternate position on the ridge it failed to keep

adequate listening posts near the road snd town, As & re-

{M,;m:sult, apparently a large force' of Germans managed %o slip

“f 4  past, under cover of darkness or the morning snowfall, and

£
?w—

Wi - |
,@Wlwﬁ/ this enemy force caused considerable delay to the units of

11
i‘:';’j) .| the 26th Infamry Division., Of course it is not known for
certain that the enemy encountered by the 104cth Infantry
K:)‘s ¥ southwest of Grosbous went south by this route, but is a

rreasona’p})eﬁggaymptj.ﬂqp that they did., Certainly they easily

M'b}‘} 110) 4-10; G-2 Annex 29, Estimate No, 11, p. CXXXIII;
' (v"‘ (111) A~10; G-2 Apnex 28, p. CXXV.
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Appendix IX:

Michely’s Personal Documents — PLEASE DO NOT COPY OR DISTRIBUTE!

Soldbuch (literal translation — Pay Book). Used throughout the German military to record a soldier’s vital
statistics, such as units, rank, equipment, blood type, etc.






Copy of POW Notice, received by Michely’s parents in 1945.
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Personalkarte. Michely’s personal data sheet, issued by the Allies after he was captured.
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Certificate of discharge from POW status.



Appendix X:

Images

German NCO, similar in uniform and equipment to Michely. Courtesy of Roland Gaul.



Lieutenant Colonel Elliott B. Cheston, CO 3 Battalion, 319™ Infantry. Courtesy Bill Krehbiel



Bill Krehbiel, 1944. Courtesy of Bill Krehbiel.



Sergeant Hanright, June 2008. Image courtesy of Fernand Pletschette.

Appendix XI:



Web Links

- PowerPoint presentation compiled by Fernand Pletschette
- US 80™ Division Resources
o After Action Reports

o Morning Reports

o Patton’s Troubleshooters by Terry Janes

- US 28" Division Resources

o Bloody Bucket
o 109" Infantry Regiment After Action Report

- Lexikon der Wehrmacht
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